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3. Whenever a thoughtful, perceptive and articulate writer like
Robert Penn Warren turns to the most important domestic prob.
Jem in America today—the Negro Revolution—it behooves us
sall to take heed., In his latest volume, “Who Speaks for the
.Negro?” (Random House, 5.95), he gives us perhaps the finest
Tecent book on the subject. .
- This is not Warren's first book if this field; nine years ago,
.he wrote a little volume of only 66 pages, which is still in t:
4‘Segregation—the Inner Conflict in the South” (Random e,
-a-$1.95; paperbound, $1.10). Highly. praised by reviewers ,it of-
-fered a survey of Southern opinion, both white and Negro, ‘“on
the furiously argued question of racial segregation—as one
mpeviewer commented. :
.+ Novelist, poet and Southerner—Kentucky born—Warren is
well qualified to explore both sides of the situation. In many
pespects, ““Who Speaks for the Negro?”’ might be considered
-an expansion of the first, brief volume—with the added benefits
of almost a decade of reflection on the subject, the many im:
portant events that have occurred during that period, and, of
course, the advantages of a much bigger book (454 pages).
.~ Warren himself tells us what he is trying to do in these
words:
“I have written this book because I wanted to find out some
fhing, first hand, about the people, some of them anyway, who
sare. making the Negro Revolution what it is—one of the dra
atic events of the American story.
¢ . “This book is not a history, a sociological analysis, an ar
thropological study, or a Who's Who of the Negro Revolution
it is a record of my attempt to find out what I could find ouf
dt is primarily a transcript of conversations, with settings and
commentaries. That is, I want to make my reader see, he
' feel as immediately as possible what I saw, heard and

% “‘The interviews were recorded on tape. In almost all ir
the person interviewed checked the transeript for errors.
@any of the interviews were long, sometimes several hours
in a few cases there was more than one conversation,
have been impossible, and undesirable, to publish all the
anscripts. I have chosen the sections which seem to me mo
@ignificant and exciting . . .
= All this may not be entirely fair to our author: actuall
fhere is a lot of himself in the book—his own feelings, his own
<omments on both the issues involved and the personalities h
Interviews.
@ Most of his book is divided into four chapters on current
egro leaders: in Mississippi; among the “Big Brass”; on the
“Periphery”’—the prominent writers, professional and business
gen who, we might say, exercise their influence’ from the
edges of the main conflict; and, finally, the Young—who will
provide the future leadership.
% ' The chapter on the Big Brass is by far the largest section
of the book, with the following cast of characters: Adam Clay:
Powell (for 20 years Congressman from Harlem, and now
airman of the powerful House Committee on Education and
bor); Roy Wilkins (President of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People — better' known as the
EJAACP); Whitney M, Young, Jr, (Executive Director. of the U

an League); James Forman (Executive Secretary of the St
ent . Nonviolent Coordinating Committee—SNCC or ‘‘Snick”)
Jgames L. Farmer (founder and National Director of the Com
moﬁ g;lcliral lnEquallth tym—CORl%); lzl;yMartii: 1{&uther King
pa e e 1955-56 bus cott ontgom
Ala.—which might'be called the Lexington and Concogd of
Negro Revolution, President of the Southern Christian Leade
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r lives, their careers, their beliefs and’ thei:
on ‘the Negro movement. In the following passagi

‘For the first two months, King showed no hint of th
to come—except, perhaps, to a few who were alreadsy




