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Warrent e..the hatred of bein g, the sel hatred of being

Negroes to the point of a constant violence against other Nepgroose

As ell, I wouwld imagince that -
Warren: ees s@Il CXLI'EGUIE CEBEe
Ay Yoo, weli, I would imagine that this would be an unconscious

reactiocn, bLut what I'm & ggesting was that for example in New
Opleans . Hegroes who are ol falr skin, they have attempted,
conseicu:ly and unscnsciously, againy to create, as it were, &
dommnity, & kind oi thinking - a false kind of thinking, be~ause
1t'8 nol basced on rcalisme And, the uoshot of it all 1is the
only thing th.: they nave to base this artificial situebtion on
18 the :.lor of their skin and the texture of their hairy wii:h
to me 1: ot a sablsfylng standard, because after d 1 we had
nothing Co Jow .th 1ite You have no personal sense of accomplishe
ment in belng falr with light skin and when you look beyond the
skin color wad the hair texture and you ask, woll; vhat have

you done Lo jusbtify your existence here - and - then in ninety
nine cascs ocul of & hundred there is nothing theree

Warrens li. Lly, what do you think of the same question put
another way, and the first time I encountered this question'was
years ago in reading Duboise, and now it has many different

formulations sinces "The split, or the possible split in the

Negro mind, or the Negro's feelings - one impulse beirg a loyalty
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to the fact of being Negre, to - even to the extreme form, say,
of the Black Muslim attitude = that'!s the extreme form of it,

as onvosed to the impulse to move away from i%, or s-metimes to
= 1n extreme {orm = repudiate, to mase to ha Negro, to repudiate
entirely, to move away from 1t, to reject 1t - literally to parg
from it - this division of impulse, vhich im leas extr-me forma
meensd some - moans the loyalty to their fdentity as Negro, on
the other hand, an impulse to integrate Negro 1ife with American
1life and with the whole Westerm sultural tradiivon, as opposed
to anything that might be thought especially Negroly even to‘the
rossibility of the blood absorption - the disappearance, ssy,

of Negro as N.gro = the loss in = gereral blood stream, as in -
as & possibility, Now some peovle have fourd 1t a real clash
of loyalties, and some people have resolved it - there are no
problems, But, 1¢'s sald it w23 & problem for Dub»ise; he
discussed it at some length and for many cther veorle sinca,

Jim Sprague discusses it, for 1nstance, in some length in soms
lerth in places, and Myrdahl discusses 1t, others discuss 1%,

in one form or arotw r, How @ vov resnomd to that nroblem,
Mr, Ely?

Ely: Well, T know this queation ig mich, rmach broader than
that of Negre versus whﬂte. I think this _goes really to

the basis of hmanity, 1f you like, in that, I think ever ybody

with kny Sense at all must realize that so long as we roqmg-
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nize differences in people, that ultimqtely; nc matter how
.

laathe a certain aroup of people, ethnically apedking, is at
& given roint in histery, eventually ,.. and azain, thisperson
and this gronr, has been 2hle to rise, that 3, always rcbellion,
end somdbody destmors somebody clne, I porconally would M ke
to think in tarms of +he wrld, rally, vhereln thore vas no such
thing as race, But 5 f;‘rm.n"cly, Prom vhat I have 320cn of the
werld in my thirtvefoun vaans hero; I lmow Shit this Lsn't possiblee
I am 2losor ho #hinking 11ke Muslins teday than I've .ve» been
bafore in my 14 rfo, I ctarted svbuseribing 6 a2 Maslim newse

.

3 SN

paper for tho flrat time less thar o menth agoy and ‘he roeason

for thls 1sf nirly simple, the reasons, 1ather, I had a -

I was meeting vith thic =

ees..o long dlstarce 1ine -

m

Uarren: How do you meke conrest ? Like thic

te

°n ecesesvens
Ely: I was moctirg with the grcup of vhite peorle in this

21ty that arc conslcered to bR the power structure = the pecple
who conbrol the banke and the Chawber of Commerce, and this sort
of thing, Thie went on for zbout two wors and I was theroughly
convinced in tre bestrmine ““1t those were people who were sine
cere and who reslly felt t ° Negroes were entitled to varii-

d pate fully fn government & in all forms of city 1L "ae But),
then I rcalized after 2 while that those people had not yet.

e
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rezogni zed Negroes as beings human beings; 30 I now am persuaded
tc believe that white America, North and South, does not ~on-
sider Negroes to be human b eings, I was in Washington on

M¥ond .y and Tuesday and I heard in the halls of the U, S. x’bngress;
referriny to Nogroes as Niggrasy) and I mean this is pa t end
percel of considering Negroes o be something less than hm.

I tWinlkt this 19 related £ the situstisn in Panama, I think
it's related to the sitnation in Cuba, think 1itts very closely
reiated o the situation as 1% existed in India under +he Britidsh,
I think 1t's Pelated to this, what reallv amounts to nonsenss

ir my ovin’on, ebout this freedom = of free nations - I think
that, *vell; basicdlly, 1t ooes all the way into the very nature
of man - and I might hasten to add that my 1deas « the ideas

that T hold row are 1dees thet were very alien to me orior to

my rarticipation in Civil Rights,

intercupt
Warren: Moy I_f «..8 36CONd 4.eeeereCOT@ing, .. . accurate,
Moy I thuch on =omething else herc? I haw a quobatien

from Dr, Kenneth CJlark, a psychologi st, about the non-violence
program, You may heve geen them - his opinions = he's comparing
the non-v!slence nrogram with the Black Muslims, This is
| quoting from hime “On the surface, Kirgds philosophy appears
to reflect" = ,....oMr, Ryan, Mr, Moore .., how are you? sese

vory £ood s...sthis ... I haven't met myself before,

How are you sir? Rev. Moore, this is Mr, Bohan, Good, how are you?

i,

"



ROBERT PENN WARREN Se

sesscasene Better take ... papers,..itts the first thing 111
read....right there,

warrens What is the question; mam?

Interviewee: Well, I think 1tts a guestion of Scuthem justice,
In dealing with Southern justice, there's just no way that we can
expect you, the white man to dle for Negroes, 1In fast, in

some neople!s thinking the Negre wes created a little less thah
the vhite man and this was God's way of 1ife for the Scuth, and
with this in mind we can't very much look tec the future more
definttely the present with any o-timish on Southern justice,
Warren: Think youtre right, The last remarks were by Renny
Moore on the subject of Beokwith's trial,

esess¥iclly RO ONes.os

Warrens Now, we're supposed to be in business, ‘We're working
now, to make it clear, I hope ...belong ..vhat welre doing...
I doing a piece for Look Magazine - wh.icp. will be art of a
1ittle book of interviews with Negro leaders in various parts

ef the country, not only South, but I've been making some 11:1

the BEast and Washington, I*ll be going cut to Californie,

and Chicago and other nlaces, And 1t will be drawn from these
interviews and any interviewed rorson will have a typediseriptt
® correct, you see; because theret!ll be errors in the
transcription from oure.... She'll make errors s.sss0ver here,

It11l be in your hands then to check and ses if 1t's accurates
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Bafore 1t¥s put in final form, And\the aquestion, the primary

question I'm concerned with 1s by dia{mau ng verlous topiss

to get some impression of the personal\!ty and vhere theve's range
of opinion, And 1I'11 rlunge into 1t by asking you 1f I maj;
Reverend Uarter, the starting point of ighcn anc how did ywu get
involved in the vivil Rights program, Ql'y'il 1 ghts movementy
Carbor: Vell, T = |

Warrens What y v = how d1d you jpet ym z"sealfl. involve yourself
astively in 1%¢?

Garters VWell, I met the CORE = huby Livermore, that's his

name?  Lind Damny Hoore. I met them at the Reverend A, Anderson's
Ghurch in the East Th lashane Parish, whi:h is Jackson now,

end I met them on a Thursday Iin August - {tmust have been at

least the f17th, because they explained to me :on2erningt he
registering and I told them that I had tried and that I :ouldn'g
get my nighbors to go with me; vhi *h had been about six ors even
vears prior to the s..0 we appoint a committee from the Ministers'
Cmfepence to go before the Registrar and ask him 20uld we reglsters
But I was t'e only ons missed theaprointment that we had to aproint
this dbmmilten,

Warrens They 3 1mply dldn't turn out, 1s tha® it?

Carters Noy they didn't some up with 1%, so they iold me then
that T still done a wonder because I lknow that Ivas a oﬂim

of the United States and net only ocur own 1little parish, be‘ause

»
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five
I was fifty/years old and I had never been anything to go to

gail, to be disenfranchized with any, but the State or the
parish laws, and through these ,,.,.I could hear over the air
and on the television they wanted every citizen to vote,

Well, after they explained to me concerning of the vote, you
know, which I wented to do i1t anyway, and I was glad to lead
them in out of their....and enlighten them all about how to
go about it, So I made an agreement with them that I would
go down and ask the Registrar, but I did tell them that I didn's
Just want to go by myself, I would like to have somebody
to go with ma, Welly, at that time there wmas only just me,
one with them from the West Philashiana Parish; where we have
another minister, Reverend Washington, He said, "well,
Reverend Davis, he wants %o register," So we made an appoint-
ment with him to see Reverend Davis that day, and Reverend
Davis sent me word that -~ to meet him &n St, Francisville

the following Thursday -~ that we would go to Harmon and ask
to register, vhich we did, - which he did make hisarrangements
with ... - he made arrangements for nine otclock, He was
there, Well, a few minutes after because thay had a flat";
but 1t wasn't far enough behfnd tre app ointmert for me to
get disgusted and ignore him, Se after we met, we went
down to the Registrarts office, which Ludie and Dammy wented

to go with us, I toid them, "No, I don't think 1t will be
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necessary for them to go." I would rather to go by myself,
you knoi, gé before my people without having the strangers

wlth us, And ?hey says, "Well, if you-all go down and you
have any trouble, let us know," Well, they told us where
the car would be, which we didn't see the car as they had
turned, They were wall;ing. But they told us what type

of car they would drive, whish wes a white car, They didn't
tell us whitt it was, but they said %t had Tennessee license

on 1t and it would be on 24~Highway, going in te Andover,

S0 we went on down to the Registrar's office, myself and Rever-
enc Davis, and when we go down there we park one‘behind the
other one, Reverend Davis parked and I pulledyiZTcévén,backed
in, why couldn't nothing get between us, We parked together,
Se we goes in to the Reglstrar's Off4 ce; and when we went in
the Courthouse we dldn't see nobody, we didn't hear nobedy,

It was just calm, Well, they didn't haveany signs, you krow,
"Right" - "Left" -~"Reglstrar's Office", Well; we saw the
Sheriff's 0ffize, we saw the Jury Room, and we saw the Clrouit
Office, Quite naturally, we had to inquire where was the
Registrar's office, which was with no name on it, We walked
around & little and we couldn't find the place and it was some
laborers, which were from Boyd, Kirby and from some parish
town, and they had did some little something there and had
them in the parish jail and we had them working, on the Gourt-house
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there, And Reverend Davis asked the boya; "We'tre looking

for the Registrar's office, Can you tell us vhere it #m2"

And one of the boys said, "Over yonder," WBll; we had alrea dy
been over there, so that was surely false; and where do our
people wvegister to vote - so they souldn't Say no more, Well,
there was a white man there, He said, "white folks, can you
tell us where the Registrar is pleasez" He sald, "In the»e,"
Well, it was two doors, one 1 ke this door here and one about
thut distance, but he just say, "Inthere" - he dldn't tell us

no special door, So, we turned around and Reverend Davis

went back to the Assessor's Office and asked him, so he just

say, "Up there", Well, we went on wp end I sald, "It mst

be in this hall," The Reverend pavis say to m , he said, "Well,
we both can't talk at the same time, And now Jou just listen
and b t me talk," Well, we agreed on the outelde to do 5o,
Well, we s3till didn't see nobody, so vhen we went down in the
1little hall to the Registrar's Offiee; I imagine from about

here to that wall there -« from the main hall - by time we

got to the Registrar's door, just before we got to the door,

the Reglstrar walked out the door and pulled it behind him am
stood in front of the door, Said, "Good morning, boys, what
can I do for you-all?" Well, we spoke to him "Morning 4iee, ="
30 Reverend Davis laid, "wen, we come to see 1if we could register
to vote, He said, "Well, I can't appear you now, but you got



ROBERT PENN WARREN 10,

to bring something, You got to show something, You got to
carry something," Well, ﬁwemnd Davis, turns, he says, "I
really don't know what you meam, by that, You tell me what
you mean, probably I can produce what it takes," He said,
"Well vou got to go back home and get your two registered votes
out of the ward where you live", Well, at that time the

High Sheriff had come down the hall and standing faczing this
s;nall hall, that one right there, So, Reverend Davis said,
"Well, the High Sheriff lkmows me, angzob;lyi that - all of you
know me herec," He says, "Yes, I know they call you Rudolph
Davis, but I couldn't swear to it, I couldn't tell you up-
stairs," As I turned, he sald then I &hould call you, "Here
boy, here boy, you my", Well, I wea looking at the Registrar
you sec, vhen he made this ,.. call; and I turned ercund and

I said, "You spe&king to met" He sald; "Yeah, you come here,"
S0y I turned around and went on back out to him, and when I

got out to just about to where he was he walked off down the
hall, like he was going back to the Sheriff's 0ffice, and he
had a pencil and a card in his hand, He said, "what's your
name?" I said, "Reverend Joe Carter." He attempted to
write, but he made one mark, He said; "What's the matter Wi th
you fellows? You're not satisfiedz" I sald, "Not exactly,"
He said, "Well, if you ain't, from now on you will be = you hearg"
"You Mear?" I sald, "Yes, str," He sald, "Go back shere
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you come," I turned to go back, He said, "I ought to

lock you up." Well, I didn't say anything. I just kept
walking, Just before I got to the hall, anyway, he <... "I
really ought to lock you up," ‘ I didn't make him any answer,
Then he hollered to the Deputy, "Grab him, Dan, don't you

hear him raising his voice at me? Consider you're under
arrest." Well; I ... turned my face to him, you know, And
then he searched me - started at my heels and come on up searche
ing me, Sald, "Take him out there and m t handcuffs on him,
Lock him up, Then ,..put my arm down and put it behind me,

He said, "Go on out, you," Well, I went on out - take me

on out to this car, facing my face cross the top of the car,
and he reached in with his hands; got his handcuffs - but he
8till held this Je ft arm behind, and he shook it out of his
skall'cel - and he looked the hand, Well, when I heard the handcuff
locky, I just lald the other one back there, They loc':ked me
and put me in the - told me - "Mt in there", Well, I

had pulled my hat off and laid it up on the car, He to9k

my hat and throwed it in the back of the car, where I was, and
they:an:ther white man, which the other white young man, when
he told Beer to grab me « they both grabbed me, S0 they
carried me on to the jail house, and they got t o the jail and
opened the door and told me to get out, Well, I had never

been to the jail, I diantt krnow where the jail house door
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wasy but I saw a hall and they sald, "Go on in there ..,." -
I walked on armd I looked up side the jail house, I didn't
See no door and I thought a hall - I was going up in that
hall, So I went on up in there and Boere asked me - he
says, "Who becn talking to yout" I said; "Nobody." He |
said, "You've been over in Glinton; in that dammed Nigger -"
Warrens Who asked you$%
Garter: Beere - Dan - that was the Deputy Sheftff,
~Warrens Deputy Sheriff, yes,
Carters "I ain't been to no Clinton," "Who been talking
to yout" I said, "Nobody been talking to me," I said, "Don't
you know, w e've got radios and have televsion and I read the
papers," I said to him, "The ,,.Journal says itw ants all

citlizens to register and vote,"

Warrens Can you hold 1t a second, This has to be checked,
if this 1s working right?

varter: Yes =

Warrens It's working, :
Carters 8o, we're going on into Jail; and they put me in a
cell, They unlocked mo; put me in the cell, So they went
on back down the hall, They come back about thficMinutes
later; this young vhite man, he - I didn't know him - he come '
back and unlocked the jail cell and told me to come ,o':xb. 3o,

I come on out and they told me to go on down the hall, ®
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I went on down the hall where there there was the 1ittle office
they had in the jail, When I got in there the Deputy Sheriff,
Mr, Behan, had set up his - fixing what he had - so he took

my fingerprints first and t hen he - after he took my finger-
prints, then he stood me over side the wall and he take my
picturg, and after hetd taken my pictu?e; then pt me on the
scales, took my weight, took my height, and asked me hew old

I was, «sthe young man what helped him arrest me was doing
the writing, while ....was operating the picture. So I

told him I was fifty-five years; three months and five days
old today; so after that, he asked me dld T have any sisters,

I told him yes, I had to tell him Lottie lived right in
.m::n,'l'exas; and a brother, Told him that I had my brother
in Bouaton; Texas, but I didn't exactly know the number perfect
by heart, but they lived in Houston, Had to glve thelr name,
if I had any daughter or any children, I told them I had

two daughters - they both live in Scotland, here,  And, I
had to give my oldest daughter's house number, as far as street
and 1740j where my baby girl had just moved and I hadn't been
there to the new house and I couldn't glve them their number,
but I told them she's in Scotlande So, after they did that
well, they take me on back, but when'they was unlockirg the cell -
seey, I had my clothes, my hat, Then the High Shor:lrt;- My,
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Percy, he come in the hall, and they're fixing to put me

back, He said, "Take his hat from him, He don't need
nothing," 8o they took my hat, So he said, "Search him
again," So they searched me over - saia:; "Pake all his
clothes, He don't need notrlng, nohow, Bring the uniform
out there," So they went back there and got a uniform and
then they made me pull all my clothes off. So, when they
glving me the uniform, he say to me, "Put him" - says to Beers,
to - "Put him under that s over", Say - "Get him a shower =
he's musty - ,..stinks," So, I dldn't say anything, I
didn't say anything to him, So they give me the uniform and
Iwent in and start pulling off élothea. He says, "Who been
talking to youp" I satd, "Nobody," He sald, "You ain't
going to tell me; }auh?" I sald, "Well, I ain't got nothing
tot ell you," 80; I pulled my clothes off, which I was giving
in my shoes, but they did let me keep my shoes, I put that
coverall on and they went on in, Then, later, he come back
up in that day, He said, "You ain't going to td. 1 me who you
been talking to?" I said, "I ain't been talking to nobody."
Well, he told me I was lying. He valked on down the hall,
Well, I stayed there then from that time urntil about two o'clock,
or two-thirty, They sent me my dinner down, and no spoon

to eat with, They had a spoon up in the grates wp there, I
don't know how long 1t had been up there,  The man, brought
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me my dinner, he said, "Get that spoon up yondey and eat, you,"
So I aay; "I don't need 1t because I don't eat this" - but T
Just expect they don't bsm.a garbage can, Well, I stayed in
that jail from about 9:30 't111 2330 W thout water, Their
faucet was broke and you zould get water out of it, but 1
didn't know you had to - you see, I had to put all my weight
up on that to get the water on - and then when I get it on I
had to do the same thing to get it off, but I ddn't think -

I thought it was broke all the time because turn-on was = the
threads were stripped on it, So anyway, the v,vardman,'he told
me how to get the water on and how to get it off = well, then
it went all right, So - after that the attorney man wasthere
from the Justice Department, and he talked with me and asked
me had I been hit, or been pushed, or anybody attempt to hit
me, Well, I told him the story how it happened,

Warrens How did he - did he zome to the Jall? How was it
now?

Garter: The attorney? He come to the jail, but he didn't

Warrens You were in jail,

Carter: I was in jail,

Warrens The attorney, he came to your cell,

Carter: He dldn't come to the cell; he come to the office,
And they come to the cell and unlocked me and brought me to the
Jail office, That's where the attorney talked with me there



g

ROBERT PENN WARREN 16,

about how was I arrested and what did I say - and I %0ld him
that - just'what they asked mo; what he said; and after he
wrote me up, well, he left, The Deputy Sheriff asked me =
he didn't ask me, but I told him to let my negphew kmow that

I was in jail, would the ,... come go my bond, Well, the
Deputy didn't make me no answer, He didn't say nothing there.
After thts attorney left, then they sent one of them traffic
cops down and he asked me did I have anybody that I could get
to go my bond, I told him; "Yes, well, my nephew with the
tweezers - I would glad for you to let him Xmow." ~ So he
asked me, did they had a phone, I 80ld him "No, they don't
have no 'phone," He sald, "Do you know anybody that have a
'phone that you can get in touckh with?" I said, "Well, I
got one 'phone out there « .my cousin", I said, "but she at
school and could be in Baton Rouge. "But," I said, "I have a
fellow here in St, Francisville I zan call,™ Well, they
let me out the cell - and brought me back to the little office
where the telephone was; 80 I called my cousin - and they wasn't
home, And I called another lady and she glve me one of the
Lodge brother's names, (lyde Johnson, the Xnights of Ghristian,
80 I called him and asked him to go out and get Willie to go

my bond, And, he went and Willie did come to go my bond - but
they told him his place was in exemption - tax exemption. And
they couldn't let him go my bond that day, It had to go
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through some of the estate, And that's why they had a 1little
talk with Willie, because he had been bonding cut other men =
you understand me? S0, vhen they got to my bord, they wouldnt't
let him bond. So Willie left there and he wept to the Demuty
Sheriff and asked him would h? call his brother, Mr, Bohan -
they call him Bohan - he sald, "Ne, I ain't supposed to assist
no prisoner," So Willie got in and took him right to hi s
brother, and when they got there his brother had run off, but
Willie, he find him.; and he to?ld Willie he wouldn't go my bond.
And Willie told him to, "Well, Idid thought youwuld have for
one of your own brothers," "I aintt going nobody's bond,"
"What did Joe do?", he said -~ "Well, I don't know what he did';
he sald, "but you call your brother"., he said, "He's the
one that put him in there," He sald, "Well, that's just my
nature, " "I ain't-a calling nobody, My 'phone's out of
order," Well, Willie left, and after Willie lo ft - well, I
Just had to make myself satisfied - which I didn't’know Willie
had been there; you underst and? S0, about 9130, or a quarter
to ten that night, they come bak - somebody has got money
from somewhere, I don't know where they got it from, but
they come in that night and call me about a qx_zarter to ten to
get up, com® on and get out of there,. Well, I got wp and
they give me my clothes and I pulled the coveralls off and come
back in the office - and had to sign a bond - and had to sign
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that I had gotten my car back, with all my papers, which I
didn't get them all because I had a test paper there that
Luble Lumbarr and Danny had give me; you see, before I went

in there tor egister, I let them know that I did‘underst and
how to fill out the registration blank, Well, I had that
up over my sun glare - of my car - but I had signed a paper
that I had my car back in good standing; but I was still in
Jail, I didn't know whether wheels was on my car, but I

had to sign 1t because they had me in jail and I couldn't

get out to see the car, Well; vhen I did get out I reached
over there, before I got in my car'. I put my hand w there and
my paper was gones S0, I dldn't say anything, I just come
on out, Well, Iuble, he got in the car with me and he

asked me if I got harmed. He said, "Well, check &hd car

and see if you got the paper," Well, I said, "No, I don't
have my registration papers,” But, you see, by beirg a
minister, I always carry my Bible, my Psalm book, and my Pastor's
Guide, I keeps that in the car, Any time you see the car,
you see that - with a coat, Gare how 'o¥% it is « I always
carry the coat, because lots of times I be caught up the road
for - have to bury some baby or = mething, and I keep those
books with me, Well; I went in the car and they dldn't take
nothing but those test papers, That ts all they took from me,
80, I went on in and after I got home, well, I had a bunch
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of people th?re, walting for me, Well, when I got home - heh,heh;
my wif®é sald, "Joe, you oughtn't lmve went dowa there," She
sald, "Now, if you go back down, I'm going to leave you,"

¥ said, "Well, you can get your clothes and start now; because
I'!m going back," So, I say, "I'm on my way back tomorrow,"
Well, we heard from the neighbors - they said, "Don't go back,
dontt go back tomorrow," "You let us study these things and
send somebody that's rich," Well, that settled it for that
time, Well, after that time we stayed from the tenth day of
Augus t where they started a school, ycu vilimow, training the

people hko they fill ou% the papers, They started with the
three ... at the Pleasant Green Baptis Church, Then it had
started #o well that instead of doing it at the Ghurch, they
would go to the Nation Hall and ,., here, Well, from then
Dgnny and Lubie they left off, Phen in come Ronny, When
they got the school organized then Ronny zome - well, i'xe'd been
teaching up with this CORE worker, from that day on until the
aeve_nteentyg:yowober. After they'd taught that school awhile,
then the group = I think there's about twenty-three -~ that right? -
twenty? -~ Ronny asked the queation; "Who was willing to go-dom
tot ry to test ‘the register, on the seventeenth?" Well,

they had seven, then they had twenty-six men there - two was

out of Baton Rouge parish, they was ministers - Reverend Watson
and Reverend Williamson, ., We had Reverend @uire, he was there
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but he dldn't stand to go, and he got up and told them he
didn't stand because he wasn't goirge. Well, that made twenty-
three of them,

Warrens He wasn't what?

darter: Sald he didntt stand wp to testify that he was going =-
same a8 .. = he didn't stand up because he wasn't going down
there; and so, we took the word of them twenty-three, Well;
out of that twentyethree we had one fallure, is that right?

Is that the fellow from Owens Creek, What is his name?
Sylvester Meeks, He never did come. " He didn't gowith us,
but the other twenty-two, plus, somec more come after them, Wo'
had forty-three that day, when we went down to reglster.  And,
vhen we got @own there, just us and Ronny, and Taylor - andwho
else?

Az Matthew «..

Carters Yes, us three with Luble. In other words, before we
go in, Ronny and Dunline, 1s that his hame?

Ay  Frank Dunbar,

Carters Frank Dunbar, They went in to the Reglstrar of Voters
and the District Attomg and talked with them, And then they
come back, They got information how they want him to do the
crowd he had, so the District Attorney told him %o bring them
in by threes, He sald, "Let them take the name and send them
back, and let them sit onthe bus, Don't let them get out
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there on the ground," Well, he come out and told ua; 8o

I was the first mar who made the attempt to register; so I

told them I was going to be the first man to go back, Well;
they took us through then and he brought them until he got
about fifteep, I think it was, Fifteen; or something like
that, But, anyway, the District Attorney aaid; "Take all of
them in", And the Secretary said, "Well, I don't see why
it's necessary to take all of them in today because Bill already
sald they were going to have to come back tomorrow, We'tre
going to have to re~take the names," Well, he said, "Take
them all," Well, when Ronny carried his message to stick to
it, We saild, "Well, that's enough, We're not glving no more
pamews -Loday, " Well, they had told Ronny they had so many
whites and they couldntt get to us until two otclock, They
told us to sit out there in the sun, Well; I left - about
twelve o'clockwe left and walked to a 1ittle colored grocery
across the creek, over to Solitude and got us & 1ittle sandwich
for lunch and we come back fort wo o'clocks 4+..back by two
otdock, we would have been in there for & wo, but when we gat
back and started going - the going 1in again, the first door;
the white citizens, they .'blocked that door, We went up to
that door, just about to them, and when we got near to them
Ronny said, "Let's go back; Reverend, They going to block the
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door. Well, we had to turn around and -

Warren: Y?u mean they stood in the door, or closed the door.
Garter: No, thev dldn't close it, but they dida't stand in it.
You see, just before we went up to the doar - they got & 11tttk
porch on there - a wide step, about three steps I think it is -
they dldn't stand in the door, but thel/i\gtr:gg Eﬁat step from
one side to the other one. And the door was far ,.. behind them
as youe Well, we had to come up the steps ® get to the door,
ard when they had 1t crowded - just like my hand = theywas just
that close together, vwhen Ronny got there he sald, "They don§
blocked us, Letts go back," We turned arofind and » ave |
from the (urt House step and come back to the street, and goes
down to the :ar, Then they had a side door, on thewest side
of the Jourt House, Ronny seid, "They'rs not on that door over
yonder, " - said, "Let's go down and look," Well, we turned
the corner and he went down to that door, Viell, they had

some new +see Fo B, I.'2 or somebody they bring in to the ¢es.front,
and at that door, Well, they dlan't irb erfere with us then,
and when they got to the .... door, we knocked onthe dosr, He
said, '™msh the door and come in," Well, I didn't open that
door, I bowed to Ronny and Ronny opened tl_m door and the:i

the S.cretary -« well, we was raised together, about a quarter

of a mile - and my daddy was his daddy's neighbor, which was Joe

;E'-_.‘:’;-,-;_“ Reghiacit, .
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Kitrell, He got up and said, "Jome on in herc, Joe," Well,
I went on in, So when I went in, I didn't say anythings, I
Just stood up ~ so the Registrar; Mr, Harvey seid, "Who is
thisg" I sald, "This 1s Joe Carter,"  He said, "Hi, I
know you, Joe €arter," You got anything eeeee”

Warrens Was the F. B. #. #an wlth yout

Carters Well, I think 1t was F, ~ Idon't know who they were,
but therétathree white men - I say they was F, B, I, They went
up Point Downy Street, to come in that side door, They was
over on the Dunkton, They just zome off of that thing and
walked in and just sce thd we was running, And they stood -
was three of them, One stood at this corner of the hall -

one at this cormer, and one stood ageinst the Registrarts offfce,

looking at me and Ronnys But the man wes over here, he was
looking at me from an angle of abou’ here. And the hallway ¢.e
was over herac, There wasn't hobody down thers, but he was
watching down there, and this man over he»e was watching me

and Ronny, We they turned down tpere. They didn't say
anything to me, When I got inside, they asked me whet I

had to identity myself. I told them I got a driving license,
I got a fraternity card, I have an 4, F, of L,, C, 1, O,

union card, and I have a preacherts pess, And 1 said,"Now

here 1s my driving llcense,”  That's the first thing I possess,

”
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But he just looked at 1t and he sald, "Sit down," And Joe,
his secretary, said, "Before you sit down, Joe" - he said -
"read that up there, Everybody who registers must read this,”
v:ell; that was the instrustions, in haelf an hour - answer the
questions in 5&11’ an hour, And a few more ..., Well, I did
read there, and I left the wind9w over the office forty mimtes,
Well, vhen I say forty minute s, tl® Regilstrar had come in back,
He sald, "You pgot forty minutes to sign these cards, So he
sald, "Forty minutes after he got out of my home; if you don't
have them f111 out the time, I 3till got to get upand go out,"
Ididn't make him no answer, So, he give me the first thing
he gave me was the blanks to f1ll out my age and with .....
Democratic party .... Yhen he give 1t to me I don't worry
about it, I already know how to f111 out the old one, because
when the ¢.¢ I got the stuff réady. The Registrar of Voters
vho died, he had tell us a copy to the American Conference,
Well, that was an old onse, but they mixed up the ,...that I

had known that <« so I looked at this card, because I dldn't know
whether this was like the one that was keeping out here or not,
but it was the same identitizal one, But I looked it over
because, before I started writing, see, And he s...."you

got forty mimites," He looked at his watch and I looked at
mines, I had one minute after two, 'ell; I £111 that one

out and my teacher always told mo that when I £111 1t out,
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before I hand 1t over, recheck it to see if I made a miatake;
because if I do, I 2ould you know, correct that misteke because
1f he git it in his home, he wouldntt glve it badk to me,

Sc I checked 1t over, I give it to him, He said, "You
finished that - well, yous...helf an hour," Viell, he give

me the afffdavit slip, When he glve me that afffdavit

4 ip, I looked at it and I said, "Den't you have another
paper, goes with thisg" He sald, "Yes, but I thought you J
wes filling 1t out fipst," I said, "No, I want them both,"
And still he filling it out, I went on end answered the

sixz qw stlons. Well, he give me that, I looked in it and

I looked at my affidavit 8lip, Well, I Jjust ,....it and
then I filled 1t out. But, before I returned it to him I
shecked it over like my teacher told me, I checked it ove_r.
We11', in checking it I did find that I did miss Aotting eeesy
willy I dotted the i's, And when I dotted the i%s, I give
it to him, esesaid, ".,.filled out everything all right,"
Well ,'he looked 1t over, he looked owr and I give him the las
reper, I looked"st my wateh ,,,.and said, "you romember I
started one minute after two,” Well, it was twenty minutes
after and that made me twenty minutes £11ling thi;s Registyrarts
+ «and, ., out, Well, he looked at the first ome I give him,
whilst I was f11)ing this one out he was checking this one,
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Well, he must have not found any mistake on 1t, He just latd it
over on the table, foll, then I gave him tho affidavit alip,

He locked 1t over and ho mustn't not have found anything wrong
because he lald that onc down and tovk thisone up and really
inspe:ted 1t good, Well, he fooled 4 th it from twenty minmutes
after Swo untll thirty-flve mimuies after two, Vhen he finished up
with 1t, he carrled 1t over to the secrectary and he said there,
"look at this, Joe," 4nd Joe, he took 1t and he said, "The only
thing wrong wdth 1t - you're sseeethe affidavit slip," He

sald +s,eright” He sald, "Well, I told him right," He said
"Well, It don't require for the ... You just been ,..get on his
paper and let him get >ut of here," And then he wrote me the paper
and glve 1t to me and I zomoe on out, and I notice he was standing
with the F, B, I, The slde do0r,,senext to come in and reglater
was Ronny, lut hav. beenr an hour Iwas there, he stood out in
the hall, so vher I come cut, that man, he asked me 1f I got the

pp ers Vell, evs. wasthere with a photographer, He's stande
ing at the door, He sald, "Well, you did make it, Lot me

snap your plcture,” 'And i stood for him to snap my plcture,

and I do 't know wvhe he was, Now, there was one or two white
fellows standing there, and they sald, "Get that pisture bezaase
that 1s the last one ,.elf = ,.s.y0ou'll never see him no more,"
warren: ¥ho sald that?

Carter: One of the white men, You see - there was so many around
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mé, I couldn't tell who he was because they was behind me,

80, the photographer, he didn't make a move, and I believe he's
with the Register & Star '

seres/ He said, "Give me a smile," Well, vhen I smiled,

holding the paper what they glve me, «.othe Quurier, they eeces.

"That's all right, that's g00d, good," Well.; they ....a8nd

I went back, out to the outside, and didn't nobedy come and

sereeersscafter that and walked aroundes.... |

Warren: Have you got & copy of the plcture?

Ca:ter: No, sir, I haven't got no pictures or nothing from

them,. .

Warrens: Since that time%

Carter: = No, never did, I never did get no ®ples or nothing,
backlash
Warren: Was therec anx/ after that?

Carter:  After that? Well, they only, yov know - use a

lot of bad +sses and that, Call up and told us such thing as
spitting on me,

erows and black coons,/.....and that sort of thing,

Warren: What kind of people are they?

varter:  Well I ,..,,abound here, I Ynow some of them, 1 ve =

different towns around NOYEs seives sooadismen erecenese

Wgrren: ,. time, I guess, scenssecall him up, What time of
®essr.csesesnessnsseAre you SOIQG to tevessnessnenese

When to you come to New York?
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