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February 24, 196 T —

Dear Mp Byergs

I nave Just finished playing back your tapes, and\ i
I want to say again how interesting, thoughful, and x.
valuable they are, Tomorrow they go to be transeribed, and |
I shall certainly send you a copy of tlfe granseript, and
a tape drawn f rom the original, for your files, ‘
Meanwhile, in preparing my background notes for
the interview, I have been reading the report ( in
the Naghville er), of your pddress on the evening
of Fe rs‘ery ;i : reedom “und Dinner, at thd
Andrew Yackson Hotel, The address, as reported, raises
certain questions for my presentatiom of the interview
with youe The main on involves the-matter of violence
and non=violence, of course., On the tape you say:

(1) "every legalpeans possible™ for your ends,

(2) "neithor of us [you and your brothezj ever
advécated vidlence"

(3) ™bloodshed has never solved anything"

(4) "Birmingham was a disaster " because of )
~'violence and the destruction of possihle®lines of :
commuhication® | . |

If I print the interview without reference to your
views as expressed in the Banner, and elsevhere, I
lay myself open to slovenlTness of treatment of this
extremely important quegtion. Yet I do not want to
report simply from the "amner such things as?

(1) "if a white man shoots at a Negro in Mississippi
we will shoot baok," |
Negro :
(2) "If they bomb a/chwr ch and kill our children, we \
are going to bomb a white church and kill some of
‘their children," ’

It would seem very important to let people know

as exachly as possible what 1is invokved in the contrast
hel‘o. .

(1) Has somet happened 1@ Mississippi since
our interview on Febmuary 12 to make you change
your views? Or had a process of thinking finally

nvontnttod in your statemants of February 17 in
ashville? - -
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(2) You are aware, no doubt, of a certain amount &f
criticism of you among some people in Jackson -- Negroes --
for your attempt to pacify and disperse the stadents of
Jackson Colleges for your attempt to prevent the growth of
a "pactical orisis."™ Is your view in Nashville a response
to such criticism? .

(3) _If the Bmner has repgrted you correctly ( end if
it has not I can assure you that i am a fellow sufferer in
the affair of newspaper distortions ), how does your

line square with the official NAACP attitude?

(4) Is the Panner correet in reporting your advocacy
of non- selective ropﬁ:ﬂ -= 8say the killing of children or
almost certalnly inhocent whites as an act of vengemnce? Isn't
there som difiference between such non-selechive reprisal and
a form of reprisal that would be directed at people in
responsible positions in the "power structure. If there is
® difference between thesetwo formsof reprisal, which would be
more effective? Dées your Nashville speech indicate that

you hold that hon-selective reprisal is more effecive? In
short range or long range?

This whole question is, as you yourself have said, of
extreme importance , and your views on it must be of -
extreme importance, Your goaition is a difficult and dramatic one
-and commands attention, don't want to nag at your about this,
and I am certainly not interested in polinting out discrepancies
merely as discrepancies, But I do want to make a fair and
full preczentation of your feelings and vfews and of whatever
process has led you to cpange_,thom -§f you have changed them,

I shall be very grateful for your answer to thisletter,
I know, from the conversation we had for the tape, that
it will besincere and seriocusly pondered., I want to thank
you agaln for the time you gave me, against difficulties, in
Jackson; end to thmk you, in ddvance, for your reply to
this letter, :

Cordial 1y yours,

Robert ‘enn Warren




