KOBERT PENN WARREN 2/10/64 GILBERT MOSES BOX 3
JACKSON FREE PRESS

Warren: Mr, Moses, MOow did you get into the Civil Rights
M, vement, or the - the whole story,
Moses: The Free Press - the Civill Rights M vement, I had |
left school - Oberlin College, I went to, berause I wantedto
be either an actor or a writer, I wantedt o be both, and I
would involve myself in some off-Bp¢gadway plays and -
Warren: Hold 1t a second. I want to check this mike,
When was this?
Moses: This was last year, Last year at thi s time, I left
Oberlin - went to New York to aect and to write, I'd heen in-

, at Oberlin
volved in some at college/end I%d come visiting
to the college duringt he time I was at college - that was Atwo
years agoe I decided to write when I went to New Ybrk and I kept
in touch with Charlesworth, whom I had known at Oberlin - and
kept m touch with the people ¥ o were working with the Free Press
and over the summer, I became much more involved with the picket-
ing,
Warren: Where was this?
Moses: in-lov York, The White Castle picketing in the Bronx,
I became much more sctively involved in the demonstrst ions of the
Pivil Righf.: protest,
Warren: ﬁow did that heppen? How daid you become more rapidly
involved? What motive - whit made you do that?
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Moses; It starts from - I don't know 1f T ean talk about the
motive, My interest in exactly w at was taking place and the
manner in which I may help is, I belisve, I'm working on some
sort of philosophy, is something that has to dow ith the indivi-
dual being of uttermost 1mpo£tanco.

Warren: Couldn't you pull over here so I wouldn't when
you spesk ‘

Mg oess 0f utmost implrtance to the individual and in fact,
that the individuel himself could make a greatd eal of diffoi'om e
in any sjgstem - an outsider, a new element, would mdc\e a 5rogt
deal of difference, And, at this time I was specially in my
restraint - the fact that I hadn'¢ antively partieipated in demon-
strations - I'd oonly sort of accumulated a greatd eal of know-
ledge and that - and this - and also, the question, you know,

of not only why me, but why not me, and this capapulted me, sort
of, into the demonstratfons in New York, At this time I was
working as a copy boy for the New York Post, and I constantly
wou‘ld - every day I would read news artiecles abouf the of
Kaltenburn, Rider, Algeria, and I then decided that I wmtedto
help = come South to work, but there were other things involved
which I noticed at the beginning. Since I was very smdl I was
involved in the theatre in Cleveland, called Cameron. For

quite a while I've wanted to - I thought about starting a theatre

in the South somewhere, And, along with my sudden awareness

A, af 45 A 2ot . réim
el .t s Ll Ee R Rl b e BBt g TRA DAL L



e s

Warren - Gllbert Moses 2/10/64 Box 3 3

of the Civil Rights activity, you see, I thought of eoming to
Jackson snd casing the Jjoint, so to spesk, Looking around

for the best place to start such 2/2::::;:? of eourse, and here -
this is - I was also involved as I told you - I also wanted to be -
to combine acting with writing as a playwright, and ®» vhat I'm
doing -~ coming down to work for the Free Fress and at the same
time case the situation as to whether it was possible, vhether I
was prepared to start a theatre here and everywhere to work and e
Werren: You are starting athm here?

Moses: I had intended on bringing you a prospestus on the theatre
which I had in mind.

Warren: Will you send me one?

Moses:t Yes, I will send you, yes. It already har - 1% now has
sponsors wuch as Harry Belleforte, Jemes Baldwin, A regpentory
theatre, hopefully, with a base in Jackson - money given to them
we'll hope will be teken to NMills Gollego../:l.uir summer theasps
project, and we'll start with a summer stock theatre this summer,
Warren: Do they have a theatre already there?

Moges: Yes,

warren: Well, how would yours differ from their present theatret
Moses: Well, their theatre is mainly for a college audience,
They're doing things that we're interested - beoaden vhatuyor

the persp ective of the college sudience 1is. Iwant to - 1

want to have a sollective religious phenomenom here in the
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South, I want to play to the legro in the general community
you ses - chgjic:::ors and the cotton pickers - end those people.,
warren: What plays do you envissjge as the plays you would
produce?

Mgses: The only plays that I see that I can head yp - plays
that I want - here I've gone through the whole thing of the

evgl plays, I'Ve only known one play that I think would be
proper to produce here and this only comes close to the type of
play that Iwant to see done, and thet's purely Victorien - as
fer as e Negro plays I certsinly haven'i figured on doing ane
#ap adaptation of, But the other plays would have to be, and
I have been - and I've written by myself, And by other people
whom I've interested in the idea.

Warren: But you intend to produce classics?

Mases: I intend to produce classics, Yes,

Warren: Ag well.,

Moses: < Yes, but mostly roncentrating to - on works of Negro
playwrights, and works of people involved with me here.

Warren: Would you execlude those plays that necessarily are

(in quotes)"are pleys directed at propagands or action, snd
action" - or would you see it simply as plays which might be .

of interest to this particular audience*
Moses:  Well, they would natural ly be both. There are u

few sett hings thet I could say - a play must be entertaining,
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interesting - propaganda in favor of thinking - that's the
furthest I can use -
Warren: But any good play, then,
Mpses: Good play, yes. It would be a good/ i;gopt that I
have certain 1dees as how the propaganda should be dirested
and written. It's that I am also eoncerned - I esan also stgte
that any good play would be eduestionael and propagendistie a;:
the same time,
Warren: That 1s, Hedda Gabler would be, for instance,
Moses: Hedda Gabler would be my - if, but not only - only not
with this audience because of the levels of .
Warren: That's something, yes, I mean, in theory 1t would %e
as relevant as another,
Moses: Yes, I could direet Mr, Alheec.
Warren: When do you expect to be in business with this theatre?
Next summer?
Myses: Beginning of this summer,
Werren: This coming summer? .
Moses: Yes. I hope to have the theatre facilities at the
Tougalou or - we're asking for the Nation, and I'm working with
a group now, com s to us from Jarkson Stete, the students from
Tcugalou thet are intercsted in the theatre, I'm giving them
lessons, and so we're forming a troupe, and I've learmd dif-

that are msheap,
tonn%Mry techniques/that we cen use for traveling, I
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want to play in the communities, where the wead sommunities in -
Warren: Do you have a program for the summer alresdy laid down;
have you chosen your plays?

Moses:  Pearlie Victorims, Mountain of Stars, which I know 1s
quite ambitious - is tvo. - these are consideratiom, end a play
which I'm putting together,

warrens Yoﬁr play?

Moses: Yes, whinch will he a documentary of Jackson, 1963.

Warren: Let me read a quotation to you, _gotung off the point

to you both, from Dr. Xemmeth Clark, You know who he is -

a psychologist at C. O, Ne Ye, with referenne to Martin Luther
Keng's philosophy. I c~sn use as & starting point, "on thno
surface, King's philosophy appears to refle~t health and stablility,
while the black nai@idlists” - he'd been talking about the Muslims,
you see, "while the black nationalists bdetrey pathology and in-
stability. A deeper anclysis, however, reveals that there 1s
el§o an unrealistic, if not pathologleal basis in King's dootrime,
The natural reaction to injustice i- bitterness and resentment,
The forms which such bitterness tekes need not be overtly violent,
but the corrosion of the human spirit seems inevitable, It would
seem, thereforé¢, that eny demand thet the victims of opppression
be required to love them that oppress them, p}non an additional
end intolerable phychological burden upon these victims," How
would you respond to that? How would you r espond Mr, %
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Mr. Murphy?

Murphys A lot at one time, I feel I'm wasting your tape.
Maybe ycu should start -

Warren: Well, you start then, why don't you,

Moses: Well, my reaction - I don't know how I can exectly
reaet, little bit ; is true or f alsee Except that e

I think that any MMH - and religious ineculeation, I
think 1s just as harmful as a raeist inevlcetion, u-less they
are both used as & tactic and not as a philosophy. I think
that even Negro, itself, we must understand that = I have often
sald - I have often thought that we are very - wetre sympathetie
actually to white supremacy, because we have been forced to
think slong this Negro - raeism, But, we must understand t hat
we can't use that as a philosophy, but as a taetic, in order for
organiiationa, in order to get what - well -

Warren: You mean, use the cornc ept of Negro as a tactic to

get solidarity for presctiecal purposes, is that 1t?

Moses: Yes. And § think thet in the first sentence - non-
violence and the religious non-violence and the racism that

the Muslims are in the first that taectiss, but when they become
religious beliefs or philosophy, I think that they're limited
and harmful to refleet thelr thinking, ;

Warrent That 1s, you have the anti-theologieal,

Moses: I amdefinitely., T em not saying that I am anti-
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theologinal. Iﬁl saying that I'm anti- 1in the way that
religion has been practised here. I think religion is a

great stumbling bloek for a great many of the Negroes.

Warren:  Well, now, what d1d you feel between the truths of
Christianity - truths in whatever quotes you want to put them in -
or prineiples, whether or not you went to see these revealed, or
1f men-made - Aistinguishing that side from the matter of prac-
tice. Now, I'm gertein that Martin Luther King waald meke
that distinetion, and say thet he ir nct defending the practice
of Christianity as it's been observed ir Birmingham,

Moses: Yes. What I'm seying is that everyone I suppose - we
all mske this distinetion between the ereed and the - the Ameri-
cam crecd that - and how 1t‘is practiceds I'm saying that the
most - that any time that this 1s used, or any time there are
other -~ there arc words one ean extract, other than the resl
thing, the reality of what non-violence 1s, the reality of what
racism 1s - I think anytHing, or something other worldly, or
supernatural, religious, and both of them become religlous,

1t seems. And when that is extractea; it is harmful, So,
when I make the dlistinstion that abstraect makes this prae-
ticesy and whatever it 1s, I think organized religion, unless

it servessa definite soeliologieal funetion, and that ‘iltmrnlly
the ® cinlogical funetion has to be one which I think would

be constructive to produeing an atmosphere which refleects
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thinking - of thought, I think any other type of organiga-
tior is harmful, I think the religions that are opganiged,
even non-violence, when it's organized from that type of basls,
is harmful and Bleck Muslim religion also. But, I slso think
I am much more in sympathy with the Black Muslim ecreed than I
have with King's philosophy of non-violenece.

Warren: Tais reminds me of something that I first encountered
miny years ago in reuding DuBoise. He talked about a split
in the Negro psyche between an attachment to s Negro tiadi-
tion, toward the Negro blood, toward ths solliderity of experli-
ence th:t the community has experienned - the identificet ion
of the Negro h§mself with the Negro-ness, as exclusive of the
white cultural tradition and the white mde of life, ad every-
thing else ~ this dlsbinetion. On the other hand, the pull,
the conviective pull on the other -~ it splits the Negro psy~he,
agrording to his interpretation - the pull towards the Western
culturel trad’'tlion. The pull to i{dentify with that - to in-
tegrate with that - to be absorbed, perhaps, in the end into

that end to lose, perhaps in the ecourse of time, the very identily

of Negro in s common blood stream, in a common cultursl situation,
This for him, 1s a dividion - asplit 4ifficul to heel, and
remeins that for @ me people. Vhat would you say to this
problem. I it a problem for yout

Moses: Yes, 1t has Deen aprpblem for me, The Afrikans tem
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of this Negro-ness ie something like Negritude - or Negri -
Varren: Negritude or Mystiqiddise -

Moses: Mystiqueoise - I have - you see, we c an talk about :

it in two terms. For me, by repesting things thet I have
thought ebout before relieves the world of my outlook, my

view - what - something always econtains, has smmething to do
wvith race, I will bee a multiplinity of colors, I will see a
multipli~ity of bone strucsturee, I can think of 1t in these
terms - that I w11 never forget who I am unless they - a Negro -
or where I nrome from. b thi!}kthla is the only - the faest thst
we do have & unity of at least, I don't know if we have a unity
of outlook, or you, a2t least those Negreme who have reached some
sort of equanimity have & unity of outlook, whish ~an ba termed
this ¥ystiqueoise, or Negritude - the fast thet thoy' ere Negroes
and they have certain unique experiences as Negroes thet a white
person isunable to share, As far as 1t's sctuslly ouobins,v

I think thet 1t's more of an intangible thing WEd@M tangible,

And I think 1t's an imposition - it's an imposed tangidility,
This uniqueness - I - is one that's imposed simply, in the same
sene: I think, a grest desl of our - other things thet we actual ly

priide ourselves, even though we reject the steresotype - the

.rffythms, the mortality bits snd the sports., I - therets a

pride
certein/and attechment to thie Negritude, whish in fact encompasses

the stereotype that we fought agsainst,
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Warren: Would you - that's avery interesting point. It
encompesses the stersotype you have fought aginst, What

I'm asking now - may I say it in amother way? To reverse the
question - would you, along this 1ine of thought, envisage, con-
celve of & time when, say, Oivil Rights are achleved, opportuni-
ties have been evened out, you know, that the prouurﬁ are
removed - then would Negritude di sesppeart Or, isthat to be
brought on by external pressure? Or do you feel it's a positive
which ycu would ecling to pridefully under all eircumstances?
Moses: At this point I would say that it was positive, and

I would cling to it - and that Itliink that the only time that

one can reach some sort of - and this 1s a contradiction some
sort of equanimity -~ is by sccepting the Negritude, Now, this
goes back into what I think about the theatre. I think thet a
great deal of many of us have not turned back, as far as history,
into our history, have not turned back to the other people, the
other Negro people who are struggling through the same = not

only economis evolution, but mental evolutions of thought, and

I think that is bade Only through our own culture, only through
our own unique experience, will we ever be ableto think in terms,
or will be atle to think in terms of some of - we ever be able

to gain some sort of universality. If they will only be able

to lose our Negritude by turning direetly and towards an asceptance
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end creeting from 1t, I don't know exantly - T. 8. Eliot
talks about the way of dispossession, or the way of possession
istc go by Afferent methods, =snd I kind of bell eve this - I -
the only way that I could be a writer 1s to devote my time to
writing - which limits my work severely, and I don't want %o .
gay the only time I could be e Negro - but the only way thet I
em golng Yo te sble to use my urique experience as a Negro is -
1f I'm going to use this rerism which I muet do in order to be
an artist, I hasve to think of turring back to the peopls whence
I came, and the times from whence I ~am2, to help them to seek
solutions, honor, in a levsel that would involve Negroes them-
gelves, /nd 1t's through this wey, perhsps, we ecan approsch
& culture - we can actuelly approsch the thing and decide - ae
history probsbly we've &l ways heard of everyone - quieckly -
qulekly states the nev Negro - he = everyone quickly says that
there's a Negro culture - there's s - but I'm sure that this
Negro wealth, thls Negro culture hnn'_t/::::lopod,nnd it%s because
Negroes haven't turned back to work within 1%, end develop it,
I don's think - I think that we will have a Negritude, sn honest
positive Negritude, only when Negroes go buck, become Negroes
send vork within their own culture to produce thelir culture,
Warren: Does tha% mean that you refer %o Africa, or just to

the development of, scy, the Amerinsn Negro sommunity - that
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community of experiencs? Here - as gpposed to the Afrlean?
Nose:: Well, I think that the Afrieans are hid - that they
don't -~ I'm referring to the Ameriran Negrc's experierce.

Werren: Without raeference to the Afrikan exp:rience.

Moses; Becsuse I think the ffricen hae sterted from that. They
have mueh more uninimity of thought smd uniumity' of culture

than the American Negroj; at least thelr ambition and their de-
termination hasn't been drained from them by this -

Warren: You mesn that the American Negro - I'm just tryihg
to interpret it to myself -~ was de-culturslized when brought to
America, and hud tc start over agsin, in terms of how tho Western
context, the Western cultural context e is that 1t?

Mosea: Yes, 1 think so.

Warreny May I ask a question? It's e little Dit of an aside,
but does 1t strike you us possible that a Southermer, a man down
here in the street in Jackson, Mississippl, in hie Wind, blunder-
ing way - he's not & thoughtful man, say - 1s pa rtly, among other
motives, trying to defend a gsense Of culturnllidentity against
the pressures of an ofitside world, the: 1s fixed on his relation
with the Hegroes as & necessary aspect of his cultural identipy?
See what I'm driving & ¢

Moses: You aome question, It's 2 baited queation.

Warren: 1t's & what?

Moscs: A baited question.
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Warren: I¢'s balted - yes, But that doesn't mean you - thut
I'm trying to diectate an m swer,
Moses: Certeinly not.
Warren: Any good guestion is balted.
Mpsess I don't - take 1t to a doetor in there -

it another way =-
Warren: Let's putf/ is there a Southern tradition 1like Negri-
tude, which could be aypceived of positively, as distinguisable
from a view whish says we must embrace the whole theory of rasism
and the impression of the Negro to defend his culturaldentity.
Another approash to it, you see. Or put 1t this way, right
or wrong, i1s the Southerner with more or less self-awareness,
trying to expend his cultural identity ageinst Amerkcanism, 'na
another eculture - the modern, industriel, financed capitalist?
That make any sense?
Moses: I would think thst the eonservative Southerner tends
to be - tends to be more fundamentd ly American than perhaps,
than pérhapu Americans in eany other region,
Warren: 1In what sense? Thst 's interesting,
Moses: Well, In terms of furdamentalism in religion 4 I think
all of this has Yo be realized in terms of enormous contra-
dietions, Fundamentalism in religion whiech ean never quite
oxpit_&n the parts of its own ereed that are missing,. The enor-
mous mm of attention that is paid to terms like 'ltlicoz-raird'

& free enterprise, which 1a being stifled by outside pressures,
a ,
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which seems to me are much more fundamentsl, or a mush earlier
1des of Americanism and one's likely to find in the Nyrth. The
point 1s that none of these terms - neither the religious, mor
the politisal terms ever complete themselves and I don't think -
gseoms to me as though they sre almost mamdvais blankets to son-
ceal any further thought,
Wgrren: a4t the seme time that a men has laissez-falire and
States-rights and thia, he wants & big handout from the Federal
government, Is that 1t?
Murphy: No, not that simple, but at tic same time, if you
maintain that every wan has a right to succeed by his own initia-
tive, 1f you alsc malntsin a system of ranial depression - yet
in whish ~ase the term becomes 805 large - or all the terms of
thought
Scuthern = in the Southern / it geems to me, become so large
that they rule out all other areas of thought,
warrven: To t uke another thing about the Southern situation,
Jumes Baldwin writes this in his last booke "The Southern mod
does not represent the majority will of the South. It merely
moves in to ﬁil a moral vacuum," That's almost a direct quote,
Does thet make sense to ycu?
Moses: 'fulk.
Murphy: Ypu were doing munh better thun I, .
Warren: In fagt;, many people say the same thing, Even the
police don't represent the majority will, Beg pardont
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Mose I think that's true. To talk first « to talk about
what t hey - the mob moves in to 111 a moral vacuum, that's -

or not - that's - Idon't - thot pr events me from thinking

any further tham thaty I think that's puwre - 2s far as the police
not representing the majority of -« what we find here 1s a legalized
and enforeed segregetion. Enforesed segregationd We find that
the institutions have bullt within every facet of themselves
diseriminetory practicee, end that continue to exist when the
opinions of the peorle whe work with those institutl ons change,
The practieces still exist, I think mstly that the system -

I think people left alone, 1f they want it, the Clty offielels
and the government offieials themseles did mot enforee - or did
not keep this thing in the pspers sm so forth - we have peorvle
controlling institutions here who are definitely segregationista,
¥ho mold the opinions of the people, here, And, 1f not for
these people, I think, well, I think thet it would take a muech
more natural ecovrse, But, we have the Heddaman's as far as

the newspeper 1s conecerned, and we have the police officials them-
selves who actuelly enforee = they eontrol themselves. When
we go %o a bus stction here, they tell you to move. The people
themselves don®t even kmw that - they think that they are bourd
to the majority will of the peorle, and well « they tell you -
the people in the institutions themselves, tell you - "Sit over

here,"  The bus drivers, whatever, are the people who - of

i
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course, depends on whether - whether the masses « that they

ever had such a position as a policeman or a bus driver, et 'coeora,

would do this tooe Do you urderstand that? Ithink it's a

legalized - I think it's an enforced thing by City officlals =

and not the majority of the people. We talk sbout the moral

vacuum is - you talk -

Warren: You think the moral vacuum stretches around here?

Moses: Right.

Werren: Let's drop that - execuse me please, It's said over

end over again - this is from Sterling Brown, you know, A

quotation from Sterling Brown - the Negro writer, professor,

He was at Howard, I think, and he for years, He'g not a

young man, "The Negro's plight in the South, will be lightened

only when the plight of the poor white is lightened. When the se

cannot be pitted against each other in hatred and contempt, that
i fate 1s tied together", Whet about that,

made something

Moses: UubASR MFPBRYth-tts an intercsting statement, in which

I recognize storm, since the Negro revoluwion of the was the

first step in ending the spathy of the U. S, courts e« In
other words, that was rreating an awareness of whatever the situ-
ation is - of property and - if we agree that a country or a

state - the prosperity of a ecountry depends on the r esources of
that sountry, and then of % at utnf.o - let's accert that they
gumibt help themselves - then we have to recognize t hat Mississippi
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is the 1oweat oconomlaally poor - one of the lowest statea

in the Union. Certainly, 11’ we n~ould approach tH s normally,
approach thls prqblem normally, sey, by having - by bringing in
programs that - anc brfnging in tifngs that would be best
eéonomically for Myssissippi, 1ns§éad of pity = using the reeial
&s a lover to eontinue the ollgarchy, the ruling riech few here,
then wé oogld start as any other normal sountry - a&s any other
normal state dbes. And, recognize and fece the fsnt that
ve'lre very lﬁsmmmically and there's certain programs that
are nesded - 4to - by training 211 the resources suesh - and
certain programsthat are needed to better direet progress 1ﬁ Maslie-
sippi. 4nd with the aceeptance of this fast, then, &nd I'm
Just sart of paraphrasing exmetly whet he's saying - the Negrc
end white poor farmer, the poor perscn, would certainly be in the
same boat, Heecause Miassissippl is definitely poors Attef ve -
demon - where can we gc? We - Migsissipp! dcesn't have encugh
money to furnish jobs. And we cen't expeet &n eomncmic turn-
over immedistely. We can't expect an educationsl turnover imme-
diately. In otherwerds, Missiesippi hss a long way %o 36 before
it reéahu an equal level of jobs or of properity. The only
thing we cen say is thet 1t's hindered becsuse the ruling few use
& greut decl of propagands and the rsee lover, et cetera, et

ceters, /And so I certsinly think that that statement 1s true,

a;
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‘.'iérrem You'd say that the oligarchy in Mississiprl uses :
the.raeo quastion as a deviece tc mgintaln 1ts omn posel tlon,

Is that 1t%

Mosesn: Yes,

Farren Its own economle 2dveniages How econseious do jou think
that 1s? Or 1s that 4 mply a soelologleal reflex on thelr part-
inborn with them, Inborn with them, An inborn cunning.

Mascos I don't know if it's any other eonselous. I ecertainly
know this, Conselous in this senso e 7You see I've talked
to a few Scutherners here who setusglly are not able tor eason,
They pride themsclves on bsing reasonable, but &fm not sble to
distinguleh recl i1ssues as fer as I ean see the real 1lssues are.
All I know 18 that the system 1s & beautiful system, It'sg an
elmost perfeet system, that has to s measured in terms of aecu-
milation of past in history, rather than something that is a
ecnseious effort to malintaln every day, That it started a long
time ago and the Misslissippl leglslature has beer passing laws
that have reinforecd this, and the edusationsl institution hes
reinforeed the system and the way of thinking here, so that I
often think that rather than being eonselous that the Systen
itself, md 211l the ramifications of the vielous ecyele of the
system are not neceasarily conseious of - but inescapable,  And

the only way that these things can be broken up is by a mass of
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soutside elemente eoming in,

Warrens Do you notise any difference batween, say, the youﬁg -
those under thirty and those above thirty? _

Moses: I don't know if I esen give you any such distinet divi-
sion,

Warrens Well, I put the knife edge down arbitrarily thers,
between, say, the young and the middle-aged, wherever that lines is,
Youmee -

Mo ses. Yas, I think - you want to say somethling?

Yarren: Yes, please,

Murrhy: I would think generally that the propaganda machine
for rase progegande has beeome more and more well-olled, and is
mors elosely orgsnized around a few elishes, whieh seem to econ-
trol) thought, I wonld think, unless the young people here had

a ch‘anco for exposure, for some exposure, ol ther in their homes
or some independence at home, or some exposure out of state, that
they would be more likely to - they would be more likely to think
only in terms of thess few - these few sliches that the polito
Citizens'! Couneil has,

Warren: How many young Mlssissipians do you know, of roughly
your age?

Murphy: Well, not many. I wonld say I've spoken to four or
five or six. Ng, 1t wouldbe more thamn that, Undo_r 8 d‘“.“vf

thet 1s b that®s not knowing either ro&ly. That's pretty meh -
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Warren - Gllbert Moses 2/10/64 - Box 3 21,

Warren: What kind of people wer> they - sosisl-emcnemie background,
of thege twelve be?

Murphy:  Students for the moet pert. One 2 snlesmen, Let's
gsee - nan you think of -

Warren: But these young reople 211 asasept the standard segre-
gotion's lles, 1s thet 187

Marphy: No, on the whole these were peorle who - yes - reasonable,
Onthe other hend - there was something that stopred - you would
gseenr to - you n2me to 2 phrase, I remember g monwersation about
peterneli sm, for exsmple, whish we talked sbout for s long time -
for about Mississipians treating Negroes well, and of the gemuine
love that existed here, omd we tried to get eloser to defins the
term, To say, well, how ean 1t be love If you never allow people
to pass beyond a eertein poing? You never dlow them to go any
further, S0 that whet the term mesnt to us, 1t did not mean to
thém - and we could reelly never get beyond thls,

warren: This cquestion has many - hes the posgibility of humen
reletions - decent human relestions, I've talked to people in
this town -~ Negroes in this town who heve szid that t he fact that
overt he rentures theye have been bonds of personsl understending
and personal effestlon between Negro snd white individuals 1s a
greet aasset in the Sonthern situation, Not 2 few Negroes w1l
say thet,  Others will donz/l"x:tly - there's always been a ti*Ap,
al ays been a 1lle, You find any thing sald sbout this,
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Moses: Vell, T talked to lots of Negroes sbowt this - md as
I see 1%, you see, I*]]l just etart with one thing and then
I'11 go through the whole resume of e Walve had long
conversations ebout Negritude - about Negroness - about lsgal
things in Amerieca, but not of imeriea somehow, snd theraby Negroes,
or the majority of Negroes, 1t 1is sald, have esnsped the evils
of Ameriea, 1ta end of this sort, From this generslifation-
I reaset in this manner, I eannot eay that besause he's not been
of Ameriea, he's eseaped, simply besruse he hesn't reslly pertiei-
pated he doesn't - he's not awnre of = or he enn't be damaged
by the preetices of Amerimrs - the sulturs =2 the medicarity,
As I nee 1t, the fonrt that the Negro hesn't been involved in
the Hynemle espeets of Ameriesn government meens that he girds
to himgelf the most shellow parte of our eulture - of the Ameriman
eulture, in generel, end « in other words, thet I think - my
feeling 1s thet the majority as sueh i3 suffering under g grent
delusion, As far ps - novw thie goes - this goes to the personal
affection thet has existed between the white Southerners « the
whites end Negroes, I found that they most 1y use this as a - one
that sort of defrays the - thant pushes the guilt, You see, they
wallkk around in th!s atmosphers of seeresy -
Warrans The Negro dnes?
Moses; The Negro md the white, who has thias -

t waz-x?_-n: Botht
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Moses: Yes, both, Who have this - yes both of them, suddenly
the white aidg/ghink,u-o under much more dipect pressure from
wvhatever the whites have dlscounted in the Negroes, but the fear
for the Negroes lives long after naturslly the reason for that
fears Whet I'm ssying is that the whites artiitie Negroes who
do have this sort of bond use it mostly to show to each other how
reasonable they are, Or, they use it to - I've know them to wse
it indugently, o rt of a patting themselves ontthe back sort of
thing = a very secret understanding of the real problems and the
fact that they can - that a bond can exist between us too., And
they - 1t%s a - for the Negro I think it's e well, certainly
there can be a genuine affection between two people, period,

For the Negroes here who haventt risen further than shoe-shine
boys, or the taxi-cad drivers, for them I think, it*s out of

the sochism that you said the - that DuBoise talks about as the
assimilation or - for the Negroes who are on the upper level, the
higher echelon here - who have developed bonds of relationships
between whites and Negro - let?!s say I -~ tha ydu can't - el ther
system, If Iiniuippi is a produet of l_:;/l;xpou re and
ignorance, let's say, neither party then is going to escape un-
harmeds I don't - now - this means that both of them have some-
how to be damaged, mentally - their pittqm of thought camot
be normal, end I wuld start from thers$ snd say not casually at

all that any relationshiptheyhave together cannot be just a
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positive = it can be positive, but it cannot be one that ecan

be accert ed on a normal basis. They have to have - there has

to be certain conversations, and over-conversations that are
enmeshed in the relationship,

Warren: I was talking with a wvery brilliant young lady, at
Howard, some little time back. She's second in the law class
there and has been through the mill, She's been in on the demon-
strations and in the jails, and she's a splendid orator too,

A very appealing one, But, this 1s in a private conversation,

She said that "I am born ona farm in Virginiaj raised there and

I haw optimism abowt the Southern situation," she s aid, "because
the Negroes and the whites in the South have a common histery -
and lots of common recognition, mutual recognition, human recog-
nitions, over the centuries, But even when you find violence,
you find 1t in human gesrms, The men knows what he's doing and

in the human sensej has some inkling of it anyway, What frightens
me is Harlem, or Detroit, or Chicago, where there's no common ex-
perience to fall back on. I think here we have some grounds for
optimism for working it out into a world of descent humsm relations,"
Does that maeke any sense to yout Now, you both are from another
wo rld. Make any sense to you?

Moses: I used to think somehow the loutl; - the Southen situa-
tion was involved more purely the black and wiite relationship
than in the Northern states, That was before I lived -
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Warren: Where have you lived execept Myssi ssippi?

Moses: In Ohio, Cleveland,

Warren: I mean anywhere in the South have you lived?

Mgses: Nowhere, Nowhere liﬁ'id. except Myssissippi. I've

been to Atlanta, and visited there for tw weeks,

Warren: But you think she's wrong now,

Moses: I think that - that she's opposingtwo things whichd ontt
necessarily relate, I think that the Northern situation cen

almost be approached from the level that would gpply to the Ameri-
can situation - that there is unemployment; there needs to be bet-
ter housing conditions; there needs to be integration of the schools.
So - for economic rouonll I consider that the Northern d tuation

is one that has a much more natural _/rgc:;:!.r ghettos, Negro ghettos,
their Puerto Rican ghettos, their Polish ghettos, md the persons
who 1s in Government should take this thing and would have to
approach it from the fact that we're getting of our ghettos,

I think that in one segment the situation is equally hopeless,
becanse I don't find that - I think that the Southerm Negro = the
Southern white is very ignorant of the Southerm Negro, And almog
entirely now wiun he is muich more afraid - at least, in the North
there are chences for - they say, for instance to think of a common
background as a uniting forees Amd, of course, we think of 1t

when 1t's a1l in the spirit, such as in France, I suppose, when -

if I was in France and I was a Frenchman and I walked into a room
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with Frenchmen and with a whole lot of Americans, I would
naturally gravitage to the table with Frenchmeng in the uniting
of cultural ideasy to apply it to - to make it, in faet, you
can'y improvise - to make it, in faet, say thet one world pro-
duces so much t;,hnt one has a much more positive effect in the
South - I think that the Southern wﬁito is entirely ignorant

of the Southern Negro, And I%1]l say it's beciuao the bonds

of affection and the sympathy have been on distorted terms, and
that wherever they have known a Negro, or a Southern Whitehas
known & Negro, he's never known a real Southern Negro - or he's
never known that Negro. Hets known a facade that the Southern
Negro has had to put up in order to preserve himself, And ,
the Southern whites have never come out in the open to really
know that Negro, He had to put on a facade with' the Iogro. him-
self, I think that in - where it's wrong, violates = happens
to be an outbreslf in Harlem, where there is raw violence because
they have seen each other actually, I'm - in other words, I
don't agpee with her,

Warren: This young lady?

Moses: This young ledy. I think that 1t's a1l a lot of - I
think that's s product - it's a whole lot of sympathetiec bull,
Bull ,;}_rq_p_. To think that the Southern - you know, that .th;.
can bn ‘approached on a.sympathetic bonds and some lien that ’

unites the two simply because they have knowa the - you know,
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I think that's some product of it, as a matter of fact, too.
Warren: Do you think 1t's easier in Clevelsnd?

Moses: Eagler in Cleveland? I think that -

Warren: To have to have in the future a rational soclety? A
humsne soclety?

Moses: Yes, I think it's easier in Ck veland, I think here,
after we go through the raclal relations bit, we have to go
through the whole ignorance bit, I mean these haw toee-
incide, but I think Ifve #8t found sich a defiecit in mental -
in thought here, than I've found in any place I've gone,. And
the institutions preserve it. T think, that see, vhile, I
think that it's not & project of emotions. I approach it con=~
seiously, and I think that while in Cleveland and in New York
they are clearing up the educational system, the revolution in
that - there's a possibility of scademie feat in there, and
there's propagenda in favor of thinking, Here there's not,
and they will resolve our pure - we can talk in these thsa® about
better white races because people will be able to think better,
not because of any sympathetiec bonds, PQOplo are not able to
think here, That!s a lot. I say, I used to think that too,
but I face here, you see, a Cleveland, I face here very similar
to Cle veland and I grew up there,

Warrens Yes, you said Bleveland,

Moses;  Yes, well, Ifm more like a grown~-up in Cl veland that I

et e o il e i bt Vo fy Ao a SRR Rt .
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grew up in, And as I see a’volmc; going through certain
evolutions. My mother called me and said, "They're having
riots horo because the Negro doesn't get t he eduoatién thgt the
white kid does," And my mother - but to admit this, f‘yuru
ago, she eouldn't have, But I see - just like when I was in
France I saw a 1942 Americanisms of the claims .and the advertis-
ing and the whole influx of American ﬁoioty.. I think that it
is not only - you know - it's irrationel e this evolution of
thought developed.

Warren: Let me give another quote, from a starting pointe
Well, I*1l paraphrase it. I don't lay hand to 1t‘1mmodlhtely.
Oh, yes. This i1s by Gordon Hencock, mother Negro = ol K=ol on-
t1 st and historian, "he color question is a sveial problem
and ‘u sueh 18 no dirfgrent, eaoontially, frbm any other soeial
problem, And, by reason of thi s fact, it responds to the same
pressures of adjﬁs'ament or maladjus tsent, apeid rbbloll’ by
tho;r very mture d not lend themselves to instantaneous md
absolute solutions." Now, hov do we square such a deal with

Freedom Nows Does Freedom Now mean instantaneous and absolute
solutions? i not, how do we square them, Do you see what I'm
driving at?

Mpses: Yes,
Werren: I didn'g pretty well -
Moses: Do jou-n;it to say -
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Murphy: I just as soon not, but on the other hand, I fail to
see how anyone could operate against these odds without having
& very high ideal in mind,

Warren: Well, an ideal, yes. But, let's press it a little bit,

You mean Freedom Now is an emotional slogsn, which cannot by
the nature of the c ase conform, be feferred to as real social
process; is that right? Is that what you're sayimg.

Murphy: Freedom Now represents and it cannot be made to -
what happens is - it's certainly emotional, but what 1t repre-
sents 18 the question of why - it's the facing the gbsiination
of the incomprehensibility of the system itself and why at

the same time -

Warren: S8ay that again - that struck me as interesting. Can
you say it egain,

Murphy?$ I guesrs. om it's smotional reaction. %o
make 1t -~ to put it in these ;torm end say it cannot be made to
conform with the regular, due process of =ocial change - what

£ 48 - 1t's the confron tation with the incomprehensibility of
the system, or the incomprehensibility of prejudice and discrim-
ination, end s0 in & gense it is at the same time asking why
fen'y 1% possible that 1t - social change can be instantaneous.
Iman, 1t's a very naive question in a sense. Why hn"t it
possible that people are able to realise and that soecisl changes
is nﬁlo to come about because you've improved a fallaecy and
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because you can see exactly what's being done by discrimination,
_tho caste system, So, it seems to me that although reason-
able people realize that change will be a gradual process, that
Freedom Now is again an attempt - and can only be an attempt -
especially in Mississippi where we realize that jobs W 11 not
come easily, you know, That employment will not be solved
immediately, because -

Warren: Because they aren't here, you mean,

Murphy: Because they aren't here. Yes, There can only be
an attempt to attract the national attention - only be an attempt
to make someone a witnessy, bring into the mainstream of society
the injustices that one has suffered , Now, this is the only
way that we're ever going to aeccomplish any change, I suppose =~
to make people aware of what exactly 1s going one ,
Warren:  Youmean - I don't want to put words in your mouth,
but I want to say 1t baeck %0 I make sure I've got whet you meanjy -
and a little differently, Do you mean that the Now - actual ly
is a qotinition of a direction of achievement, rather tham an
expectation - a statement of expectation of immediate lolutidno
Murphy: It's both., At the same time, I was saying that ﬁho
oiotionﬁl resction is the expectation of imme diate solut ion,

And for leaders, I would swpose - the people who realize that
Freedom m eans - I shouldn't - are in terms of sitting where

you want to in the Colliseum = I mean making sure that the taxpayers?

:
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money 1s going for the benefit of the whole soclety of sewprs
and street lamps, snd of responsible government, For people
vho resfiize that this is what freedom is - I - not - for them |
I guess it's a direction, I mean, they are leading the people,
they're leading the people - for the people themselves, for me
and I would chd#il@ the mode of questioning, I would choose,
even though this is not ppoiitic. This is not the way that -
this 1s - in othovr w rds, to say that « there is - when poopfh
talk about gradual change, when people talk about understanding
the system andr eacting realistically within 1t, which I would
suppose, vhich would be in agreembnt with the due proecesses of
social change., These people themselves are almost incompetent -
Warren: Excuse me a seconds I don't think !tamﬁ means
by due process necessarily retarding the process, dbut just the
fact that time 1s always an element of social charge,

Murphy: ...turn your qw stions around, but I would wonder

if the leaders responsible for bringing about logo/:lo::tixg can
ever be asked to understand due process,

Warren:t Perhaps the leaders d o, but know something else, that
it's not politie to state it that way,

Murphys No, I think then they cease to be leaders,

Warren: Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence

end also said, "Liberty 1s gained by inches,"
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dramatie Revolutionary act, The other is this colorful

observation. See, out of the same man, See what I'm getting
at ? |

Marphy: I would say then that perhaps the programs, » s, I

can see the programsorgesnized under the banner of Freedom Now,

a8 perhaps only moving by inches, On the other hand, I think
the impatience has to be established,

Warren: This &s the same topiec, dbut I want to approaeh it
another way, Why would this revolution not have occurred thirty
years &go, in the middle of the Depression? There was certain-
ly provoecation. There was suffering, There was the same, even
more injustice, by some standards, you see, There was more
brutality then, than now, Why wasn't the revolution then?

Moses: ... do 1te00You see, it seems that in the thirties there
vnn’)!z:ueh identification with the, with the labor force, which

was a revolution meinly of labor -

Warren: Labor revolution,

Mgses: Didn't combine - didn's emeompass the world that the
revolution that the Negro workers usurlly some - the labor

foreces did not encompass the moral - did not, as a matter of
faot it was under a banner - it was under a more ideological
banner fluctuating between - well, in other w rdsy, I'm seying

that this - the Negro revolution, I think, encompasses more - touches
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upon more imstitutions, touch es on more - it has an added
dimension, which would tend to involve people than the labor.

of a certain -

Warren: But why didn't the Negro make himself felt then in
something approximating the way he makes himself felt now? ‘
Moses: All I ean say is that there is an evolution of thought
going on. There's an interesting essay by Jackaon,‘hﬂackaon
who writes about the Negro, the Negro looked on and reviewed

with modern day sensibility, whiech is - she chooses the image

of the asbsurd, and she chooses three novelists - Richard Wright,
and -

Warren: You want to get your phone?

Moses:; O.k, I want to say what I - she goes to Elli-on -
Warrens Ralph?

Mpses: Ralph Ellison, and shows this as a - as the evolution
say, of the Negro stock, of the Negro equilbrium, the Negro equanim-
ity. And sg ing that the novel that Richard Wright wrote,

used as the image of wealth =« the whole point is that I would

say that - I would ténd to say that - well, first there are added
thingss I can add the Africa - the fact that Africa is certainly
asserting itself, and before there used to be a non-identification
with Aprica, and now is identification with the power there axi
the blackness, And this elso 1s a step in the evolution of
thought, And there's an acecumilation of knowledge ef ourselves
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here. I'm not sure if I - vihothor i'm speaking of 1t in

the correect terms,

Warrens Inecrease in group identitye?

Moses: Increase j.n group identity and elso knowledge of the
past -~ knowledge of the fact that our history, the struggle of
hi story started with the slave revoltsy and that ittsb een going
ons And, I mean that people have been doing - if we were aware
of the faet that Nat Turner, DuBoise said and thought in
1910 - you know, whatever, 1910, what we're thinking now - and
was faced with the same problems,

Warren: 8o it's a long evolutionery process involved, in which
this 1is an episode,

Moses: Pardon? 0f whieh -

Warren: Of whish this 1p an episode,

Moses; Yesy I would think of it in those terms,

Warren: I don't want to keep you away from that phone,

Moges: I'm going. An evwolution of thought and an evolution of
avareness,

Warren: Where would the Negro leadership haw come from, a
massive Negro leadership, have come from thirty years agod Was
it therey, or - '

Moses: ‘I suppose that 1s - I haven't thought of it = too much -
I mpbﬁu that¥s true, naturally, the fast that -

Warren: There are individuels that we can name, But now there
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are so many, you nouldn't begin to name them, If you have

that quality of loadership, who actually are funstioning as
lerders and orgm igzers. Yhere would they have ~ome from thirty
yerrs ago?

Moses: Well, from the big cities,

Warrens If they were there, why didn't you get the actiont?
lbto-; Well, see, here's the whole thing here, It seems

that during this time Negroes have been struggling to mske it

to the 'hit.a gociety, more then the Negroes in genersl did not
have a special opportunity to think of revolution, of changes,
That they were - Harry Bellefonte at th-t time, was struggling
to become a singer. Other people who have made it were struggling
Just simply to show that their own individuel talents were recog-
nized, And I say that I think that this is part of it « that
we'vVe gone through certein stages, '

Warren: Yes,

Moses: And 1if you ask where would the Negroes have come from -
Harry Bellefonte might be & leader, instead of a singer if he

were born after the War, post-World War -

end of tape.



