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warren: My, Murphy, How do you spell your name? ¥ith

en £ or a pht

Murphy: ph -

Warren: Y?

Murphy: Yesa.

Warren:t twhat's your first name?

Murphy: Dick. 2

Warren: Richard Mdurphy, Well, let's ~ut back to this
question of your experience. What were you about to say?
Murphy: This has been very recent, as I waa saying. Last

week at the Jankson State riots, as we were -

Warren: Jgckeon State what - Jackson State riots? State College?
Marphys At the 3tate college - arf we heard that the slitua-
tion on the street had been growing sinse about five o'slock,
Gilbert and I went out to try ko report a story, md at this
time - let me see - well, we were both - we were there for about
fifteen migutu. (1lbert was taking pistures. I was asking
questions,

warren: You were ta king with the students?

Murphy: Not actually with utu«% This was after most
of the students had gone home, It was the time, actud ly,

in between the major demonstretion and at the time when there
was pretty much just the frustration on one street with mople -
oh, from the pool halls, from the cafes, - I said pool hells, but
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there are some restaurants, who had been with nothing -
without knowing anything more sbout the sl tuation than we knew,
And, we watched the emotions as they gradually were being built
up. But about fifteen minutes after owr errivel we were dis-
perded - I guess is the word « by six policemen carrying shot-
guns and who used the butts of the shot guns quite freely in
dispersing us,

Mcses; Hitting yom over the head ard hitting me in the back,
leaving scars.

Warren: Leaving scars on both of you?

ioloa: Yu:

Warren: Isthat the only episode?

Murphy: Yes, and - yes, other than the - other than being,
well, I guess w3 both have been stopped onece or twice and e sked
vhat we were doing in Jackson, snd held up for - well, we had

to give mme kind of explanation. Rven this experience basomes
strange becsuse I think we both should hsw realized that the
crowds were disorgenized - thatthe situation was out of hend and
was likely to lead to just this kind of meaningless violence,
Varrens Suppose the police had left the erowd on the street,
and not interfered. What then? Could you guess?

Marphy: Ny, I can't, On the other hand, I know that the police
tactics that I saw were not designed so much to disperse, as to
piok out from thees rowd - well, anyone wvhom they thought represent ed



Robert Penn Warren - Moses-Henry Hox 4 S

sn orgsnization, or - well, yes, an organization that had been
working to bring some sort of change in iississippi,

Warren: You meen knocking off the leaders - an excuse to knork
off leaders? Thet was the idea, was that 1t¢

_Marphys Well, when we were di spersed, put it this wy = wﬁon
we were dispersed, we were well tehind the front lines of the
erowd. In other words, tlhie police cume from the side and around
us to where we were standing, 80 thst 1t was not done to es-
tablish clesr 1lines of demarsation between the place & ere a
crowd could be or could not be,

Warrens We talk about the stereotyped Negro, areuted by the
wvhite man., What sbout the stereotype of whit ¢ man, created by
the Negro?  Beg pardon? |
.ol.l:’ You talk about i, You should know « Depends on
wvhether you are talking sbout the Movement, or -

werren: In general. I don't mean within the lUovement, I
mean in genersl, What stereotype of the White man 1s oreated
by the Negro? ¥e know, of ecarse, that the stereotype of the
Negro, crested by the white man, contains meny conSradictions,
And maybe that's true of the other, too.

Moges: Well, whet'sg in the Movement - I know you find the
wvhites characterized and these that are liberals, I think,
mostly you find - well, I mpyoee there’s bound to be a eertain
uoimt of -~ a gertain amount of hysteria type.
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Warren: EXcuse me a s¢cond. I just want to make am re wefre

X

in business herees All right.
Mgses: Like to get a po:ltior{x with Souwt hern people - at least,
' by the Movementj I ecan only look at this through the eyes of the
Movement at this point, of the BSoutherm cop. The ignorance
of the - and the big, Southern, old cow-boy like cop with his
ghna henging down, end I meen, this is something - the fast that
he is ignorsnt and stupid and he says, "I hates Nigroes"- ma
that sort of thing. In a certain - that type of stereotype =
and the econtradiction should come when you realize that this
guy can't - well, can't argue thet he loves his children and
the matter - h e loves his children and there's some love in his
life somewhere, H e's capable of some tender emctions and he's
capable of some rationality. As a matter of faét. and that
itself, the fact that you realize that also comes the inccmprehen-
sibility of the fact that he actWalilly does hate - hates Negroes,
The stereotype cf the Southern white, or no - the white who comes:
to work in the MOvement i1s the see, generally, well, this Tz
inerimination, aectuslly, but the whites aren't very helpful in
the initiel part of the Mpvement, Because, one thing - they
impeir a great deal of the effectiveness -
Warren:  How?

Moses: By being white and working in the community itself here.
The Negroes mistrust them and this oo:tainiy attrasts poliece
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attention to you if you're working in & emll sommnity on

voter rogiatzratiqn. And, co-ineidirg with this 1s the aware-
ness of a Negro, I suppose, that this 1.0 his fight, which means
thet 41t hae to bo mostly him. That he has to work on thfs
alone., But, there's a stereotype of the white who works in

the Movement, who sort of assimiletes the Negro oulture, so to
speak - culture in quotetion marks - who feels that he has to -

I can't reslly speak sbout this - this is -

Warrens Please do,

Mogesn; He has to take over some of the Negro roots in orderto
feel some sort of identifiesstion and -

Warren: He tries to, you mesn?

Moses: Yes, He seys, he uses things that he identifies ¥ th
Negroness. He uses sleng, and whatever dance arsaze the Negroes
are avid about at the moment, he sssimilates or absorbs, Of sourse,
this is - you see they are vorkipg et oéds with the now-found iden-
tification of many Negroes, who feel thet there 1s something posi-
tive about therhistory, and they approach with mistrust any

uhite who tries to teke even that, In French, Langston Hughes
says, "They dorme took our blues = they done took our blues md
done gone." That's vhat Langston Fughes says, and v at that
me'ns is that even this white manwho has come down to help,

if he starts to even take over the things that ere - that I
ecknowledge and nonsider to be my of Negritude, then there's
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a certain little animosity that might develop. How ecan I explain
that? Of ecourse, that kind of stereotype, with the esger liberal -
the jpuy who pats you on thﬁ back who is avid sbout Civil Rights -
wvho wants to help, hes existed for me for quite a while. The
vhites who are so eager to know you because you are a Negro - or
find you & very cwrious thing, I think that's stereotype truly,
But, I think that tfaoro'l a realization that'safter you - I've
been reading bitter articles, sort of, of an swareness, and this
is mostly from New York, ubouﬁ the white libersls., The Negroes
have found out that these ®hite liberals with whom they plotted
in dark rooms st night, really don's wunt to take the final step,
which somehow means to them some sort of amalgamation of races,
Or, reelly - resclly -

Warren: Means to whom amalgemation?

lo-es;s The white liberal. Rinlly isn't - vhen - reslly ien't
willing to, comes down to the obvious dresking down which is the
integration of schools, or fair housing, that sort -

Warren: You mean emg/;g;emm liberal is fine, as long as he's
doing “ in Mississippi,

Moses; Well, thatts a great desl too, We find a lot of ab-
solution of guilt - |

Warren: He doesn't work sbound his’own balivick,

@

M,ses: Yes, vhat ever, yes -



Robert Penn Warren - Moses-Henry 2/10/64 Box 4 T

Murphy: Mrybe part of 1t, maybe part of this stereotyping
is nie:do by the situantion it self, or by people coming in -‘by
wvhite people coming down here, in that - coming to Mlasissippi
that they don'tirepresent their total politieal involvement, and
the reason it does so is besasuse the move 1s a violent trans-
planting of - it means that you come into a state, md rof
the first time in your life,‘ polities 18 going to actually
have a direect effect on the way you move, and et and walk =
the people with whom you ecn telk to and essemble with, I
think - I've heard there comes & knowledge of having learned
& good deal, and yet I think this has too to be tempered by
the fast that you fird that a state that 1s drastieally far
behind other states, that finelly there is very little in
terms of politicel subtlety to understend here, To some of
us, nothing to understand. It's all going in one direetion.
or, pretty mueh so, :

Warren:  What sbout this remark, which 1s sometimes made that

the percentage, sometimes given as high, sometimes as low =

- of the people you are talking about who move in, say, to

Missiseippl to help, jou know, but = to join them you see,
the aetivists, have a stripe of emotional instability, This
usually represents some sort of an askew emotional noid. of
one kinygg another. This is sometimes said, I've heard

lc(ron say it and I've heard Citizens' Oouneil people say it,
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And 1t'g said in sll tones of voise, you see, Does that make
any sense, or is that not your impression?

Noses: It's not my impression.

Warrens Not your impression?®

Noses: Ko. Therets different ways of looking at 1t, JIt's -

I would say thet there are Negroes who jJoin tha Movement, who could
come down with the Negroes % o join it here and ai'e askew,
emotionally 4isturbed, soniologinslly. And, we find hoodlums
Joining the Mgvement; in the sense the people who hamsbeen bus-
riders = the Freedom Riders when I first came down to moet them -
vhen I met them here, I was surprised to find out how many people
who would ordinarily be hanging out in the streets of Cleveland
end were involr ed in fighting for freedom. 0f rourse, I did
find a eore of intellectusls actuslly 4 iscussing and planning
out, mapping out vhet wes going on. But, I was mirprised and
di sappointed to s great exten t, that was & year and a helf -

no, two yeare ago, vhen I same down, You nan look at it in

two ways - & person trying to find himself, realize himself
through some sort of sommitment - through some sort of struggle,
not necessarily through s esuse - but somebody trying to dptorﬂno
himself, can be sald to be askew emotionally, And, _ir'ho fivs -
Weorren: There are degrees, of course of these - :

Mpsen: »tn, I'm not talking ebowt - yes, !'Ihbl king about the
mrl_id.,h“hwrbmoo. that - and if 1t's backed by mn honest ard
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a sincere attempt at self-aevaluation as you progress, or as

you work in the M,vement, 1f you find things here that you can

do that help realize who you ere, thon this would seem to me

to be the path of ntruggia that everybody should finally go through
and try to achieve, :

Warrens It ecorresponds to basie humen experience anywhere,

Mo ses: Yes, That this emotional disturbance san't be set

»hkde, It con't be made Alfferent from the paths and struggles

of whatever somecne Lo do, you know, something imn the world, In
other wbrds, I'm - I don't know, it seems to me that the people
come down here, and I would emphasize the Negroes dho ccme here
are, in faect, the most determined snd intelligent - the majority
of the Negroes who some here from the North are the onéa who are
the highest amount of thcught in America, 0f thought = who
represent no emotional iner.nbi11ty.:ra}v:uo--1mply - well - and

I would say the whites who come down here have to be on the same
level, who reaslize thet =omething needs to be done and are willing
to sherifice and work towards hatever the coming - the second
coming,

Warrent Vell, would you make s comparison btetween the abolishion-
1sts of the 'EO's end the prouﬁt white liberal on that basisy
Would you ssy 1t was the same thing, or different? -‘

Moses: I roully don't know, I don't - try it,
lurphyt If T can get baek to the thing th-t I was trying to
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suy before, I think that for the white llbersl coming here,

and the transplanting, unless @ I think there is m mething

wrong 1f that person bolsters himself with the knowledge of
political involvement, end with the knowledge of the immediacy
of what he has learned, -

Warrens Is someﬁhing wrong 1f he doea that?

Murphy: N:, I think - well, perhaps not wrong wlth the peron,
but I think there would be something that is going to be wrong
If thils continues to exist, .In other worda, therasa's 2 need

for an epproasch, I think, that says, that ecertainly political
involvement 12 immediate here, but it has to refleet back to

the North and bask to the complexities -~ bask to our own back-
3round‘. And until the time that reflents in to the situation
thet we have known, or that we haven't really learned beforas

in our cwn towns, then someth!ng i1s wrong here.

Warrens Yes, that i s thet some mere fallapsy 4s in {tself
indigence then, 1s that the 1dea? Unlees 1t's seen as & ns ional
plature, rether than a seationel pleture,

Murphys Yes, besause in other words, well, a Negro coming

here has ancquaintance alresdy with raeisl problems and the need
for rasial o lutioen, A vhite person soming here aould or

~ould not, and I think in meany ~ases has not, and ther='s been

(3 fulun to look first in the North, before roming to %he South,
I bhink this Jjust is - b\\t that the majority of the people oullll‘
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here have not looked at their own eommanities in the North,

. The shangs has to some with their being sble to reflest back,

Warren: Do you think that the realization of thie as 2 nationsl
problem will take some of the heat o ff the Southern resistance,
will take some of the heat out of the Southern resistanse, will
lower 1t? Benrcuse onc; you haw 1t generally known here that
the problem is not spesifically Southern, but is a natiomal
problem, and international problem, that will trke some of the
resistance out of the Southerner?

Myrphy: Yes, Ido. I think so long as - well, it's not 4 mply
that . not simply a point of resistanse, but it's also a strategy
of Southern politisians to use the ideals of outside @@itation
and the 1dea of problems in Northern sommurities that are really
worse, but that nobody 1s 4oing anything about,

Warren: You mean Sovthern politinrians say this?

Marphy: Yes.

once
Warren: But now, what the resl fasts,/the faest 1s generslly

known in the South, would 1t Jélito another interpretation too?
The Southermers who now feel themselves speaisl, ecaught with a
spe el el problem, ¥ th a speciel resistence, would have tllieir
raAb s LAwerea. whan they redized that it was a ne ional prob-
lem? For if you're going to have politielians, Theg're going

to exploit this faect tineitstlyey stay awoy becsuse you have your

own problems-to solve yours, before you bother wi th us, -
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that'y c:1d a1l the time. ‘

. Murphy: That's being done,

warrens But when the reslization becomes more general - and
the informaticn besomes more - and the facts become more acute,
you see, we have more Hew York, more Cleveland, more this md
 more that, that the heat = that the heat of ths Southern resis-
tence will diminish.  As more Southermers “-eo)thlt this is
really a national problem, that we don't have to feel that we
:ro Just stuck with it, you know, in our own spejijal way - they
can feel part of a mtionul"altuatlor; about it, rather then
a_special, cut-off - at the - in the thing of seern, you see,
See what I'm getting at? . I'm not putting it very well,
Moasph 31 Vell, restating what he said, you see, rather than
giving him a question. .

warren: Well, is that what you were meaning then? Put it
that way. .

Murphy: Yes, T mean that if the regionsl - if the regional
confinements can break dowm, I think if Southerners gould
possibly see themselves &8 part of an avakening that's oceurring
all over the nation, thut certainly resistance would bnﬁk down.
Warrens And you think this voulq e bdrought tbout, or p&ol

pnﬂtod. at least, by the realiszation of a growing problem in
the North, :
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Mogess Yes.

Warren: You think so¥

Mpses: Well, I believe ™. ¥edl, it operates - how 1t

was operated 1t uo:ﬁs, we were dlisecussing this before, was thst
the Movement, the present day Movement of the direct sectioan
started in the South,  And, only when it started in the Scuth,
did direct section lct;mlly break out in the North, And, so it
seems that the awakening was directly from the, whatevar the

Civil Rights activities that happened in the South, and that the

- awakening was = and now tho people in the Northern nommun:lth s

are realiszing the - certain dtscropanniu in the way they live, .

Ard, hopefully, Chicsgo - tho}ro'n be more Chiragos and more |
Clevelands snd even more Ohapel H ills - vhich hed always regarded
itselfl as the liberal scommunity, And so ‘that = nll. s0 that
what he “ia!.d. that '; will recognize thet thisg S8 a mtiom
avakening here and that this will reduce a great deal of the nlipé

tance - or, at least, more Southerners will not be aeble to }io

") this as a point of resi stence, and, secondly, they will be forced

to follow the examples of the solutions that will be mich - will

Wo had muech quipk“ in Horthern oitl es, I think. At loast the

verbal discussions thet will be much more good. 7\
Murphy: = Yes, by the simple token of reporting, raecial demon-
stretiona in the North there is bound to be, I think, an awaken-

ing of the resources that a commnity could employ for improved
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rase reletions in the South,
Warren; In the South?
Murphy: Yes, : iy g :

Warren; I've heard it sald sinee I've been in Jaeckson, as a
metter of faety and earlier in New Orleans, Negroes eriflielzing

the Lg?‘dership in both Atlanta lately, and Chapel Fill, asbeimg
111-edvt sed, 1ll-planned and sonfusade Does that make sy sense
to you? |

Murphy: Well, I'm not st all well informed on th&% tud 1on,
Warren: One argument being there that Chapel ‘Hillwhad elghty

per c'ept '1n@:ograbion. Why not negotiate the way out, rather ‘
than; hgviné a - getting a drama, ‘ :

Noses: Because - well, 1f &ou putlit that way, ¥

Warrens ’T-hat's how one parso'nepui: 1t to me. A\iéry well in-
fg;‘med Nogz;o wvho is very ao'tiv_’e in Civil Rights. - He sald that,
Whether 1t's true or not, I don't know. V.

Moses: I'm not - I~certain1y.'th§y have tried nogotigtions with
those places. ; .

Warren: 'In Ghgpel H1112 %

~ %
Moses: Yes, in (hapel Hill, end Atlanta, whereas I thirk that

an d in Atlante I know for sure thet the demonstrations are
sponsored by SNEG, I think it's time now - thet the time has
aome in theso places that have, whether they have eighty per cent
vivntohg_raﬁoa, or not, to not acecept the lesser of tw6 evils, and

P
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I think the demonstrations in Atlante sre proper, They brought %\
out a grest desl of the sontradietion of thembeing a liberal
elty - of that being a liberal gjty,\‘mﬂ in fact that all fﬁheu
_things weren't done, end Atlants had béen coasting for a long time
: on a liberal reputetion that it had, And 1t only took peopls,
it took people who were not afraid, who, let's say, were guided
by the status quo which is chained the majority of Atlanta Negroes;
the Negroes who are able to do things are simply chained by the ; .
faet that they are enmeshed in the eéonomicl and polities of
Atlanta, And; 1t took people ocutside that system itself in order
to bring into the mainstream of Lsetety, s I aid before, the
¢ont radiections that Atlanta had, And,.I think t‘hoy._viévrﬂo, propu_:.
1 think th at all fbo rqvolut;/on will be eénru'aod, and I Hon't
think that th‘oy were 111-?dvilod. Ag a matter of faeﬁ,_l think
this is - - :
Warren: Some of your friends think differently, .
Mpses: I know a Iqt. of the friends think differently, The
wholc\ﬁit, Negro iogderuhlp is, you look ﬂfo'r; Tind, the only
vay we can ever approash any sort of s lution 1s by this dinh etie,
I suprose. Wny not? The mejority of Negroes, tt;in’k, are
afraid of astiom, Of SNEC - of the plereing slarity of whieh
SNEC approeaches the problem - the positive, radieal spproach -
 the elu\r. direct approesh, of whieh I am for. Whish I agree
vith , ‘
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Warren: what'a your affilietion, 1f emy? Whet s your affilia-
tion% SNSC Co or CORE, or do :rou have sny?

Myees: Oh, no, -':

Warren: None at all?

Moses:  No. '[ would be more likely to think of uyult 'Y

SNES, than any one of those others, :

Warrven: Let me shift ground right quisk to something ;1-0.

How much anti-Semitlsm do you all detest among Negroes, either
in the K,,vemgnt.- or amo'ng_peoplo,outni de it and silmply _naivo

r educsted pecple?  How much = do you find? It's very strong

~4n some plaoes, in sowe aub-aernta of weiot:. AT kv
Moses: In the lovement I don't find 1t nt 8lle : : Eﬂ
Warren: 'l'ho RACP offinisl in Philad.lnhil laet (.nr had quite.

a mn-in with 8 national officer on hhat buls, remember? He
made & speech, I forget his name. : |
 Moses: Yes - Pullgh - was that - not last ioa;'.
‘¥arcren: The J{oar before then, ' L
Moees: I

-

n't - I'm not avare of u, go ahead,
Warren: Wall, o'a e loeal sseretary or mme sush pont, you

see, or maybe » loeol president in Philadelphia, and he made a

scathing anti-Senitie speech and _thon wouldn't take i1t back, olthqr.

Moses: Re got home of fiece,
Warren: n.i'a not in toen,

i

losen; I don't know 1f he's in -

e
¥
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“¥arren: How mush I don'g know though, you see.

Mose:; 1 Bbink the Negroesz here aren't even aware of anti-

Semitl sm,

Warren: Here, you merm, in M;ssissippi,

. sort of

Kgses:  Yes, ms such, A8 a definitely/institutionelized pressure
| I don't think-'thoy'ro even aware of 1t, ‘Te: mey, Tven the
‘hegroes in Cleveland - the ones that I g rev up with - talked about

Funkies and Jewsa, money and 811 that aort of thing. Kobody -

ag fsr as It's beling a dofinne - you know aomethng that nould

de c.haracteristic. I don t thmk of it in those tcrns. : %
~’\i“atr'x-om Of eourse 1n Harlem so much’.of the pmporty is mgnagf
» by Jut. Tho landlordn, and ligquor store o-mra end  the
Hvothox- storea, tbo buainuuos are largely in the hends’ or Jon, i 3

of nourse, I don‘h think 1've reacl any peroont-ge - 11:'. very -

hlgh. .

Moscs: Yes, well 1it's -

-

Warren: Yes, 1% takes many forma.
w Let me tell you befor: you goe Well, wet It hin.k -
the importence of SN'.¢ end the importance of the of direction
. metion la - i | 7 :
; {Q ] Warren: Yes, piease do. o
g Moseme. It's based on the fast thit each individurl is of
M deal of !mportence - that an individual element lmido tho

oqn ,omu a charge, and buod self-sssertion ~ up uncn t ny
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last month, there were only forty SNEG workers in Myssissippi,

And in snd ocut forty SNEC workers have organized, and, of sourse

with the help of - I'm mot saying SNFC itself - It hink the

NACP and all the other organiszutiens that hawe existed, that

they have caused netional attention lnd‘h-yo brought nationd

attention to Mississippl. Forty people in thias whole State,

individually have, say, turned the State JMpside down, at least

the soeciel arens, And, the whole importrnce of 1t to the @irect

sction, of the ‘ainee sction, and this s why I think 1t 1s propa-
gands in t’avor ot thlnking. rather than Juat a regular propagan-
da, or rongioul propagmdn. is the mpornnoo of the individual,
I8 that - oh, I guou. that's the wole gonuu of the thing,

I just chmk that 1t' the -ost modom. and tho most modern,
\__thﬂ.'. in the viev of, see, unoibility, modorn nnlibility, and
~ the most d!.roct and \moquivioal npproneh that. we huo. in the

racial utuneion. And I think it 1s the one thing that wilil

aceomplish - encompass povorty and‘ the oconoun_citu-uoa that
has 'tho unlvorullti to ou;omplu the problems, suy, of Ana{ieun
culture, in general, ' :

Warren: Sorry we're late, I've got to get a car and get on

the road before 4130 to go to Jackson by 7:30 - to Clarkville

by 7130. I should like nothing better than staying om with

‘this,

i Moses: I wo\pd like to tell you sbout the theatre,
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Warren: Please do tell me some 1ittle bit about it before I

ge¢ Will you? ' , ‘

Myses: O.K. I wil), I want to tell you becsuse it'y, thing.
In the South we have the Negro audience. In Myssissippi, % ere
weé have half of the population aoncentrated here, We have

a8 change, or the artist has thho rhanee to involve the l.groog

in a ritusl, as mu' say the Mudims do, to involve them pe rhaps

in a ritual in favor of thinking, and I say this bo;muu it's

a torn}i that stops my thinking. I got - which I - from reading °*
Breck, v ho talks about nking nothing for granted, and 1f you

ttko\ nothing for granted, choretoro, nothing will seem unalter-
ablo or 1nneonblo, and art has a dlroct relationship with thu.
boo-un art seems to be the acioneq of altuﬁ\tion. of erannror-
mtion. : And, vhinh hn been -unod here, =~ nny possibility

of- .nhango. see, the Jx-:.ghf of innovation nd the rlshe of - or
right of change, or ability or the n.p-my of the pouibnuy

of 4hange. And, a theatre here - yes, & theatre pe tioularly,
bessuse on the stage you could_ show ipo'dlrrorqnt sl tuations,

You \ean & ow how the reality, in quotes ~-"reality" can change,

,'. have - there's a channe hug\;c show that - this on stage,
thereby naking the pooph. or hpviu the people understeand that
perhaps ruluy. or wvhat they had boon ascustomed to as reality
is e;_:mublo. And. ‘second, it's ﬂu 0lk ative religious
phenomenom that we have, or ého ritual that we can involve in

-



as & play therapy sort of thing, But if I
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asthe thestre 1s coneerned, by using the unique experience

of the Southern Negro here, by mollenting all his anxieties, say,
«nd presenting them on stege - we can perhaps provide a direstion
that is sertainly m uch more benefisial, I ﬂfink. than the direc-
tion that's 1ike Muslimism - or x-ony.on, because 1t's the dir-
ectopm that implies roam}iaibi 11ty and self masertion, And,
the thestre that was conceived Mr - and the theory out of
those u'non, and as @& matter of fact, 1t's mostly lehoory -

% at 1 vant to do with it,. :

~

Wnrrom Your theatre you mesan,

-

Alous: My thed res mgt Iwaent to do with 1t, lattor of

faet, I've omy gotten to the poine that I'm worki.ng W th t.ho
students, end n'ro pruom:ing dﬁ(foront things op- vo'ro
1-provu\1n¢. 80 that we esn free them from nox-ml e‘tohu. n _.
far as that acuna is eoncomd, Iontly. hopefully, we ecan

from them - from these people that I vork vith here, we can per-

haps sreste & unique style, A unigue line of prouuhtiéq.

that is unique, that is as unique as Jazz, or the blues, supposing -
but this one is mot built out of despair - this built ot of

aotm‘ rodpondbility. And people = one person said, "Well,
you're tslking about -ph‘g Sherapy -nﬁ play-aeting, you know,

whatever- and this 1 s true. I'm using this with a very limited
kro wledge of what I'm supposed to have, I suprose, notology .

can get the
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sctors, a limited - 1f I ecan look towards the actors to finally
get off that stage, or get on the stege and say that, "I alone

. hours of ;
am responsible for what happened snd between the/two and three,

the way I acted", and if I cen get the audience - 1f I dan trans-
fer tl;h - that they alone ar¢ responsidble, and ch!rX:no i

and they are of importance. The 10&.% little thing about them

is important, wvhy I think that al_} this san be accomplished, by

the aotud{y esentation of rnntiu, altvorntion. 80, that'y

the thring that underlines the thbatfo. The faot 1sthat we have "
no‘mntcriil. That's oné point, I've donoumod d most the
ujoruy of phyl that h-ve been: wricton up to this potne. be- e
cause thoy've been - : :

Varren:. You've. = boon wrieton poorly, that it. WG

-

vritton :

'Iouu Thoy'n been’presented - for - say, Negro phy 8/about

lQSrou. Oﬁhitn or Negroes, tut mltWrumﬁ-ﬂ N
vhite audience.: only untn Pearlie Vintorim, han we hurd'
of a Negro audtonoo in New !ork nxpporung a p:lq. nd ﬁfu is

-what went on, Anmcauu ‘the plays hnd - were writtenwithin

8 white, necessary, socielogioal framework, not nedeesarily segre-
garionigh, sociologlical framevork - I don't know exsetly what

is the distinguishing line. Bxgept thet t hey were written to
be -un and partiecipated in, and seen - spectated by, let's sey,

[} .opm.ltlontod white sudience - and ror a white audience, poriod.
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And I think that direestion should be rovﬁrsed. That we should
write for the Negroea,. whieh in turn ean be urderstand, and
will be understood and will have meening to whites and Negroes,
That 1s - 1f we turn towards the Negro asudiense here and write
for the maids, write&for t he cotton ball workers, snd write
for the - in other words,a ttheatre has a shense now to be some-
thing other than a bourgeoise aectivity,

Warren: How _C_loea this relate to - somparie with the proletsrian -
~drame and the pi'bletarian novel snd ’poem f the thirties?
Moses: I guese 1t d"desn.'t. It doesn;t really differe
ﬁarrem It dagsn't differ? ’

¥oses: In the aoneepts I guess it dooan't, exeept theat I'm
" when you speak of

not trying to - well, you so_/ the proletarisn, Iftm not roally

tryir.g to inoulcate e dogmaj vI'm not trying to presch & dogma
here, ' i . ‘

Warren: Yes, there was & dégma involved t;here," of sourses -
Mores, Yes, I'm pnly trying to - I would only be trying t_é
stimulate thinking, | ‘

Warren: Yee -

Moses: 8o - and in itself might be a dogma, in 1tself T* might
be, you know, distort, All I went to do is - for the first time
I think 1¢ shoﬁ be done, presenting theemxietles gnd the pro‘b-
lemsof the Negroes on atage, and therefore, the un!.vorea]ity und

the unhlnity of the Negro problems will be - the Mmty
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L 6 et Mases ]
and universallty of things will probad®ly be shown, et nreters, i

And linking, and having the Negro audienne understand them

on those terms,

Warren:‘ That%s a faselnating prospeat, I'd 1ike to see some
of your playse

Moses: 8o would I,

Werrens Yes, I ran imagine,

9995925959992 5%5999999%)9)

Z_ Auvon th,r'v‘ ]
VWiarren: As a starter 1 wonder 1f you mould tell me how you

first got interested in the N. A. A, C, Pe, In Civil Rights -
Civil Rights Mavement,

Henry: Well, Dr, Warren, I belleve that i1t goes bsek to a roint
before I ~>mld even rememher myself, One of the earliest ex-
perienses that I remember was the traumstie experience cf being
separated from o lad thet I had known sinese birth, when it n~cme
time to go to seshool, And we were living fn Dernle, I wus
born in thls eountys;and his prnrents end my parents wers ths best
of friends and, of asoursey, Randolph and I bersme Inseparsble,
And, to have to go to one s~hool and he to another et the age

of eim or seven was one of the esrly erises of my life, and-I
Just never forgot about 1t,

Warren: This 1s a white boy, you mean?

llenry{ ~ Yes, Randolph wes ¢ wh!te boy erd T under s tand from my
\\‘ s
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