ROBERT PENN WARKEW - MR, ROY WILKINS Tape 1 April 7, 1064

Warrens ‘1‘1_118 is tape cne of a conversation with My, .

Roy Wilkins, April Tth, .Back on - I gness we'ra going nows
I%1]1 uso some of these guides, but ploase head off anywhere oy
time you foel inclined, May I start wlth a quotation of Mr,
Galamison of a fow weeks' ago, for a rogsponse? This 1is :

a T Ve 1nteryiew, whizh I picked up from the press, b ¢ mid
rather 800 ity the publie school system, destroyed” - than not
conform to his time Sable of it egration « and, I'm quoting again,
"maybe it has run 1ts course anyway - the rublic sthool system,”
Wikins: I resall this, 2 :

warren; You rocall that?

Wilkinss I resall this, Mr, Warron; and I mst disegree absoe
lutely with every syllable of it, I cannot imagine that enyum
doberly would went to contribute to the dsstrustion of the mblis
school ayaton; bae'mun it 4id not conform ?omplotelyvto his image
of 11:; or ks desire of what 1t should be, or - and this is the
mos% fantastio of all ~ tc the tims table that he had set for its
rovision, Now ~ I know the Reverend Mr, Galamison, and ho was

at one time the President cf the Ne As A, G 7, chapter in Brooke

m. New Yorks lh'a the m:.niator of a suosesaful oongnuuoa -

or, I should uy. hets a sucoessful minister of a good, rmwurhn

congretation ~ the Siloam Presbyterian Churah, I have respest
for Reverend Galamison's devotion to this cause, for his o ngle
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attention o0 the public achool system of the City of New York
@«1 especially of the Borough of Erookiyn, . He kr.ws a very
great deal about it and'sbmt its deprivations of Ne:ro ohildron;
but I cannot imagine & man saying that he would deatroy & system
and that porhaps it had yur itscourse - just boceuse 1% ddd mot
oo nform tc & revid on as scheduled, set up by the Revarend Dive
Galamison, and I would say the same thing if a man in Pittsbwr gh
said this,or a man in Omaha, or a man in Meridlan, Mlasiasippls

Ve Nogroes want the lmprovements in the public = 001, systom -

and among them, of course, the elimination of segregation, based
upon race = the inatitution of the same quality education in the
8chools attended by our shildrem as those attended by other shile
dren, and we want U&gro toaohor? and we want Negro supervisors,

and wi want all the oprortunityy but the only way our form of

L r

govei'nnmb and our structure of aociot; can survive 1s by some

® mron indoctrination ef our citizenry, and we have found this in
the public achool “Iyaﬁﬂlo And. for any rotomr,' black or "hitc;
gealot or mt; to come along and uy; "I%11 destroy 1t, if 1%
doesn't do like I nnt it to_do“; is very dangerous business, as
far as I'm soncerneds

warrens Horets a line of speculation now, which I'd ilko to
refer to here in termsof integrated shools, There are ol tuatiors
where 1t becomes more and more Giffioult to implement the idea = no
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motitor what the good W1l 18 -~ let us say, ':ﬁahlngton,. Dy Co

ten years from now, when the Oltxbecc}mos almost entirely & Negro
ety How can integration as &n objective, you lee; of the
8dicol syatem be achioved in those Giroumstances? Or ocen 1%

be? ‘

Wilkins: I think thie is a very real questi cn; and 1t applies
not only t6 Washingbon, D G nd what It might be ten yoars f£rom
now, but it applies, for axanple; to the Borough of Manhatitan and
the Glty of New York, we have here; in the Borough of Mmhattan, &
- very steady trond toward Negro and Puorto Riean enrollment mamu‘c;
and a decrease in the so-called white enrollment in the Mankattan
Borough, I think the question of whether you can achleve that

15 now popularly called integration under such oirm;mstanaos or
not, 18 & veryr ¢&l mestion - and I don't lmew but that we tien
may be faced with the question that we ought now to be fasing along
with the question of integration - and that is the quality of public
educations I don't think vhiterpecple would assert that schools
attendsd only by white people were woz'!.?r- nchooiu‘l, with resp ect :
to the quality of edncation ~ mathematies, history, sccial seience,
ehemistry and so forth,  Thoy might well admit, as we maintain

on our aide, tht thelr schools could be better aschools 1 ﬁq

had a diversity of emrollment and different racisl strains in

that nohool; and that these shildren would amplify their edusation
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by learming %o ilve togethor and know «

v rens Let¥s graxt that -

Wilkins: Thatts right; thaé'a right,

Warrony Leotts grant that, It not ~ Shat?s not the point I'm
mising; TOU 300, :

Wilkines- That's right, But the - shen you say that you v:.tm oniy
achleve quality edusation throuzh 1ntegr;ation; then it seems to

me you go & long way toward admitiing thﬁ: & school composed of

your own racial group from Lop to Dottom under *the most favorable
circumstances could not be a superior sdool, ?orsontuly; Itm _
not willing to admit that, : !

War-en: Someone with vhom I was talking cbout tﬁiu -« gome weeks
ago ~ sald, "Take Vashirgtor. If necessary, we w1ll have to go

out to Virginda md bus them in'-e them being whito pupils - this
Veing an abaolut: necessity in this porson?s view of a achool

system - igroring all the legal and other problems, _
- Wlkinss Yes, and also ignoring the welfare of the chilldren, lgw,
you will find, &1f you have .tnvoat!.éated thla‘ matter very extensively,
you will find Wegro parents who slso object to Lussing thelr ohile
dren - small children - great distances, Bvéry parent does .
this, HNow I hope nothing will be understood m;e to mean that

I discourage the desegregation of the schools and all of the evils
that have gone vith desegregation.  This mst be a prime objec
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to wrk at 1t consistontly and peraistently, But, I think

we ought to come to grips wth the idea that & ser.ol in the :

midst of a blade dlatriat; which fsn't going to melt aoen‘; no

matter how mach progress you make in housing amd chipping off the
peripheries of so~called Negro dis‘triots', that a school in the

midat of such a bR ok ghetto has to be made & good school -_' 80

good in fact, that maybe pupils in other arcas will want ® transe
fer to it, It must havs Qood teachera, It nust have a tope B
grads ourriculum, adapted to the noeds of the people in the dlstri ot
and 1t _m;at‘havc &1l the latest educationsl gimmioks to make it a
good schoolly and it must oftor'lnomtivea and 1t must glvesits
graduates a horizon and all this sort of thing that a @od sdoold
does, Now, vhen we say that thls cam never be achiey;d unless

the puplls in that achool consist of morethan one race, we make

this az an ebsolute condition -~ then I think we're on the wayto

not achieving what we want to achievae, The reason Negroes made

a drive for integrated achoéh was because it was mmtmhly o
cleay that the best omo\ahion was overAtharo where thé white
peopla are - and the bad education is cover here % ere the black
people are, !heretora; if wo want o get the Lest odm?tion'-
welve trled every other way - therc®s nothing for us to doy but t;\
g0 over there where Shey are, 51

Warrens The tachical aspect of thio. tha, should t ake precedeme
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over some reading of integration as a - as an uiﬂuf.o goal «

and I'm referring new to the school g stem as iuch vhen it ien't
possible to integrate at the practical levels

Wilkinss tn s I think we have to meet those problems when they

some and we have to meet them with pnouoauty md vith good

sense -with never any rotreat oh the idea or equality ot Oppol'.
turity for the races and the absence of racial aoupuluon. ami
diiootion - which is involved in sogngnuot_x; apd the inferiority

that creeps !.nt_a it, a segregated set-up, no matter how hard you

may try. look, witness the Northem nohobl cities, K}'ruko a

eity like (leveland, which has bcon thought for many years uu.
ideal, Take a city like Buffalo, or Boston, or Philadelphia, or
Pettsburgh, or Indianapolis, or Detroit, Here you haw systems,

and some of their aaministrators swear and be damed that they're

not segregated - that they're not unequal, " well," they a;y, "they
may be unequal, but they're not segregated, It was the housing
people that segregated 1t,"  But, little by little, the adminise
tration of those schools has gone downj the downtown central authority
has slighted them vhen 41t came to assignment of teachdérs, = It

put substBute teachers out there, It put new teachers out there,
It gave the old teachers the favorable suburban or higheclass resie
dential areas where the children are presumably easier to teach bee
eaase of their home backgrounds, It ocut them on ourﬂnl.; and
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vhere they asaign books, gave them not such good bcoka. and so - ;
even nupqmuxon and the tests and all the other things were
slighted, and so segregation and inferiority did creep in. This
48 a very complex question, '

Warrens Thatts inevitable, fsn't 1t?  The past - 1t seemed
inevitable in the past, whish = , ' ;
Wilkins: @ Well, I'm telling you - I tell m. you know; of Jourse,
that this has been a problem with educators romm time, even
vhen there were no colored children invelved, The question of
how do we oqunluo.. or move toward equality of the education in
the lower soclo=econemic levels of our cities?

Varrens The class issue overlaps ‘the = confuses the race issw
of this kind, doesn't 1t 18
Wilkins; .motly. Take a city chit dtdn't have - that doesn't
have any Nogroes in it, It still has a sthool problem - a problem
of how to provide the poor youngster with the same kind of educatioh
that the middle-class and upper-class youngster gets, And, the
tui;heg-o in this school system dodge the .mooh.ln the poor dis-
tidots, even though they're poor white districts, because they
say they come from homes where they don't haw books, where the
parents didn't go to college and where this « and itta hard te
talk to them - they don't Kave the same vocabulary = the words
don?$ mean the same - end they can't read as fast, I'd rather

@ to a middle~class hohl. here they subsoride to news magazim s
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and picture magazines, and they go to s eums md they go to the
opera and they use their library cards, and it%s easier to communie
sate with those kids,

Warrens May we teat this now to see if n'ro aoing dl right?
You remember, no doubff, the article by Norman Padorits in Commene
tary a 1little time back? 4 ‘
Wilkinss I do, yes, "
warrens I won't read the quote thcu, about as }dhﬁion being
tho only - racial assimilation being the only solution to the
Negro question in America, How do you respond to that, l:‘. Wilkins?
Wilidnss I don't knows I don't know that I can put it into

~ words, I've had the feeling that the suthor was trying to be
daring in his analysis of the probin. I got the feeling that he
vas trying to say the \muynblo. I don't krow, I oonmn't help
but think of whether he 30614 be found among those who might maine
tain that the Jmmun relationship will never be solved
except by uls.nthtipn. I don't think he is in that aoh?o;.

I don't know how far assimilation will go in this questicm, or how
mich 1t 1 inevitable, I can't see a thousand years shead, or
two thousand years ahead, I think there are some segrogationists
vho claim they can see two thousand years ahead, and they say tha
this 48 not what we want here in 1964 - we den't wemt this %o
happen in 8064, or scre thing like that,

Warren:  Thero are some who would  vhat they want too ~ not
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segregationists; but white people I know, vho aaj - "Any price

to be rid of the problem". That's almost « thutts botwoe# the
lines of this article, isn't it? : ‘
Wilkinas Exactly,. Now, I think, of sourae; that theré will;

as the Negro's economic and cultural position improves - and by
cultural; I mean his adjustment to what the lords of culture of

- our day say i1s the cult\}re. I don't mean by tha that his culture
1s necessarily inferior, but as he adjusts - as he becomes more like
the‘poople; and as he wins some ecou‘_nc advances - I look for m re
and more mixture between the races, I don't ever look for it te
take on substantial proportions, I think the Negro is very proud
of himself, I think he has been proud in a sort of defensive say
for many years, I think he is now proud affirmatively. = He's
proud of being black, Hets found that black people are not what
his white people told him they were and he, thus, will find no
ready reason for escaping into the white race via marriage, or
pauing; or any other subterfuge. s

Warren: Phere's - that is the notion of escape has become less
and less important, is that the idea?

Wilkinsg Exactly so, : .

Warrens 'A'nd with the sense of identity as Negro 1s more and more
important - :
Wilkinss Moro and more important - and as the economic barriers
are removed. A great deal of the passing, you kmow, that wi. |
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done by lighteskinned Negroes was done fort wo great reasons

One was to'tvoid the humiliation that automatically went with

the brown or black skin - the personal muunuuon; and the other
was to secure economioc adunoomnfo

Warrens To get a Jobs

Wilkinss To get the Jobs that you couldn't get othérvis?. !o-;
vhen you walk into a downtown uoro; anl you see the clerk, who is
a Negro, or a buyer in a department atoré who 18 a Negro, or a
treasurery or a cashier, vhere once you had to be 1ighteskinned
and conceal your Negro baskground in order to aspire to such a
Job; it thus becomes unnecessary to pass, And, this cause has
been r emoveds l.v; 1t hasn't been completely and entirely rem
moveds I don't nln,thut - but I mem; £4's nowhere near what
it was fifty years ago, or forty years agoe .
Warrvens ‘uy, five years,

Wilkins: Indeed sos

Warrens On that point, DuBoise long ago wrote more than onoe
about the s lit in the Negro psyche, as he undersood it - the ?uu
toward the African Mation; shatever that could be sald to be)
or toward the Negro and Negro culture, even one thought of as de-
riving from Arnen; or one as developed in America, All of this,
that pr1~ in Negroness, as opposed u the other pull, the other
directicnj ‘vhere the Negro can mve into the orbit of Western
mﬂn. A-ucun culture, m to tlu pom of ham his racial
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and cultural identity, these beim the two poles of the split

that pulled him apart, Oy « does that prodblem present i1itself to'
m' as a real ono; as somcthing yéu observe among Negroes and/or
somsthing you feel?

Wilkdns: DuBoise, I think, was talking in a time amd in a day
when thero might have been; among his olass Am I stress th s -
some pulling and fugglng. I don't know, I cansay only that

in q om geme ration coming up; the Negroes Qo were born since
1900, and who 1live outeide the areas of groatest raial tend on and
conflicty they «

varrent You got outside of the - yese

Wikinss Outside of that area, They, I tmu. have no discernibls
pull toward any African culture, They wers Americang  They knew
uuy were eéxluded from many arcas of American life and opportun!.-
t¥s but they never thought of themselves as anythirg else, except
disadvart aged Americans,  Now, DuBoisphimself led the American
Negro tomq‘.' und directed his attention toward his African herie
tage, In faot, he wasa lone wtao; cr;:ng in tho wilderness

for many years - Ethiopia, Pan-Africanism, and the Pan-African cone

gresses that he started « the essays and a rticles he carried ﬁ ;
the Grisis Magazine « the encouragement that heg ave o HNegro artl stas,

and to sculpture - the bwauty that he pointed out in African ssulpe
ture and African histery, He did all these things himself and
oreated in a rather reluctant American Negro - in fact, the Negro
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was 80 Americanized, that he adopted the white American's view
of Africa, and if you ask a losrc; vhether he was in ooor;ﬂ'. or
whether he was in Miohigan, the upper Mohigan peninsuls, aborts
Africa, he would talk about savages and elephants and snakes and
lioms and thet sort of thing, Net so today,  Nothso todays
You find the American Negroes have very great pride im Africa, &nd
they have teen to Africa, They have gravelled there -and they
have met Africans hon', many more than Ju?t the sthdents who came
before, They knew « I huv, for omph'; the Govomor-amm
of Nigeria, when ho was here as & sollege student, and I knew the
President of m. Nirumah, when he was here as a college studert,
1 knew the man who 18 now dead - the Pruidens of the Afrian
National Congress, who, when he was a student at the Qollege of
Agriculture at the University of lnnesota; back in the 197098,
80 that we knew Africans and we knew that they were not uvag_.u',
and we knew that they had a history. Apd this latest « these
last five or ten years in which the Congo has been dramatiged and
the difference between the British colonies and French colonies
and Be}lan GOMOI; and now the Portugese Angola - this has all
driven the Negro to veryg reat pride in Africa, Idon't think
there 's any ambivalensce here,  He wants o be & good Amrican,
but he's by no means ashamed of Africa, He's very proud of 1%,
Warrens You remember Richard Wright, reporting his visit te
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/
Africat

Wilkins: Idon't belleve I read thet report, no,

Waﬁrenz It's a very strange reporte I had it here aomoiiore._
1 won'y bother to hunt it now,  The substance 1s this - that he
found that he couldntt aonmniés.to - goixig there with one atfitud.
and finding 1t impossible to communicate or even sympathigze with;
as he ~ the Africans he met aven; you see, ordinarily, Drove him :
back on « within himself; some - a deep problen) of communization.
Wilkins: I)recall a discussion of this; yes. I recall a -
discussion of this, I think the American Negroes and the Afri-
cang are now in a pericd when they are diacovering each 6ther.

I think some of the romaticism has probably rubbed orr; and I
think more gg!.‘_pnno estimations are taking the \ph ce of this ro-
mantic attachment, ‘ ' !

Warren: The honeymoon is over thent

Wilkinss Yes, the honeymoon is over, and they're analyd rg
American Negroes as peorlo; and I think we're analyzing Africans
as people - and they're anslyd ng us in the 1 ght of their experi-
ences and we're analyszing them in the light of our experiences,
For example, I find no‘amathy for Prealdentﬁ Nkrumah's excursions
in government in Ghana, even vhile' I might admit that in this
transition period, it may be necessary for Africans to have a
form of one-party oontrol; or diotatornhip; or that sort of

thing in order to make the transition - because you jus ocantt
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rn a government one day as colonials « Intensely deprived and
being looked after, and the next day they are lords of the'mamr", »
and I could - even while I sympathize wth that point of vie’w; I
can't go as far as Mr, ‘rum.h, wvho wants to control the Judgos;
bo Pemove the police and to have everybody bow down to hiu; to
arrest people and hold them in Jaill for five years and ten years,
This is the thing we're condemning in South Africa - and he's
doing exactly the same thing in Ghana, What difference is
there bebtween a white dictatorship and a black dictabtorship?

If you look at it from the man in Jall; who doesn't know what
he's being accused offy '

Warrens It entalls - In termﬁ of principle. : ﬁ
Wilkinss mcactly; exactly, S0 I think; to get back to

your question - I*m' aorry I'm so discursive = ‘
Warrens Yes, please, please,

Wilkins: Richard Wrigbt is probably true - it vaspmbably

true - his exverience, and I think American Negroes are beginzﬂng
to re~adjust their v!.e;n og African Negroes - genuine admivation
for men of genuine abllity, and not Jjust Admiring them because
they are Afriocans, And, I think the Africans are begimning to
see that American Negross have their mem of genuine abllity amd
thelr people of warmth and laughter and friendship and culture,
and they have some charlatens and some fast dealers and some
' comner-cutters - and we've found that they haw corner-cutters am
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fast duhn; toos M, Im heping. and I believe that the
situation 4s improving « the understanding between us, You
know, there was a time when Africeans hardly concealed their cone
tempt of American Negroes because they sald "you're a uoon!_»c&u
2itizen in your own countyry -« and wetre free - and we run our
country and you don't run your sountrys You dontt even run your
states  And, they can kick you around, and they lynch you and

80 en and so forth," - Vell, American Negroes acknowledgd ﬁmt

& lot of this is true, but they turn t.n-ound and say to the Afusm;
"What are you doing with your country, now that you have 1te"

I think we're all going to come out on top, so to speak, dut

right now is & difficult period and I think Richard Wright was
having trouble communicating,

Warreny And he had the candor to analyze the nitu&tion.

Wilkinsy Yes - '

Warren: Rather than to give a romantic version of 1it,

Wlkinss Exact

Warrent Let me read a quotation to you, -19'; about Negro history,
"The whole tendency of the Negro his tory and movement - not as
history, but as propaganda, has been to en®urage the average
Negro to escape reality. ‘ The actual achievementsmd the actud .
fallures of the present although the movement conscd ously wm

to build race pride, $ my alse cause Negroes, un® nsciously, to

<
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recognize that group pride is built partly on delusion and,
therefore, may result ina devaluation of thmolm forboins
forced to resort to sslf-deceptlon," ‘!hil. by the way, is by
Amold Rose, Myrdahl's oonubomor; you know, at

Wilkinss Yes, I know, At the University of Minnesota,

-

Warrens Yes, ycos, :

mwsx “:en; I've had some disagreement ’,'th Dre Rosels cone
clusiong/some time - some of his conclusionsy I don't mean all

of them - and I -« 4t strikes me that this particul r quotation is

. @ little farfetched, It's = it bends over triply backwards in

ordor to say that the emphasis on Negro hiibory; vhile it may -

1¢'s aimed at enhancing pride of rn-so; my eventually result in
self-deprecation booauso it was necessary - and here he makes an

assumption - it was necessary to delude oneself as to one's histoﬂ-
cal accomplishments in order to build onets pride,

VWarrens Lett?s put this principle over into the South « the ;

American white South, Ve can see 1t has worked therec 'wry clearly,
san's we? —

Wilkdns: Yes - 1

Warrens The Southem mytholegy - the 0ld South has certainly

been « this myth a great-psychio liability to a great many
Southernerss

Wikinss Yes, I think so, but I wuld say ~ I don't believe that
the Negro history, as it's taught - and 1t9s certainly in its rudimen-
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tary -tagea; and I don't believe that it 1s on a par with the
;ihyhouu that the Southein white people constructed for thems
selves in order to ralionalize thelr position in American life
after 18685,

hrren, Or ﬁho New Englanders oither, e

Wilkdns;  Yes - exactly, The same thing goes, I think the
Negroed attempt to construct a hiotory 1s not éeally for the
purpose of perpemnng a stance that he hn, or Justifyirg a

hold that he maintains in or over someone, or of castingr eflection

on those vho may have, in his estimation, held him dack, It'
has been solely and simply for two purposes -« I see 1?. One,
Dry Rose has mentioned - the instilling of race pride, vhere there
WaS none, And. sooond; for 1.nromt19n - information = infore
mations I recall here Mv; ¥r, Varren, the fact that only twe
years ago. three years ago nov; we found in(llohlm l'm high
83hool counsellors, not white nigh schopol counsellors, who were
telling their Negro high school students that they ought not te

s tudy chemistyry because $he¥e was no future for a Negro chemis ,
This vas in the State of Michigan in 1061,

Warrens Excuse - this is the end of Tape 1 of the conversd ion
-uh‘ur. Roy Wilkins, Procecd on Tape 2,

ORI P



