mmrmwm mwx‘uln TAPE 2

R« P WARREN} mumnwomumnr.nqumﬂ-
proceed., You were speaking o moment ago when we were changing the
tape of the mmtter o confidense in young Negroes or old Negroes

in a sense that thelr history has helped build this confidense,

Mr, VILKINS: Yos, indeed it has. Those who have taken the trouble
to read their history bave found the struggle was going on before the
1960's, before the sesond world war in 1942, and before the first
world war, and back oven in slavery days the struggle vas going on,

~ RPMWt Let me ask this question in that sonnestion, What ascounts

for the timing, then, of the so-called Negro revolution the last
fow years, with this impulse, as you say, existing over a long
period of time, What brings it into the open now in a gensrel of-
fective way - highly organiszed way?

RW3 m-ummutorummmwom--um
tion of developments. I think first of all we had the emotional
stimulus of the ome hundred yoars since the Emansipation Proclange-
~ tion ~ in 1963, you see - an emotionsl year - a centennial - an
anniversary, They looked around them and they said, it's been &
hundred years and look where we are, Ve aren't here and we aven't
tmm'nam’ttba“wwm'tthm. !uugnuutd‘
- imputus, Secondly wo have to reskon I thimk with the fact that 1%
took & mubor of years to build up an edusated cadre of youngsters,
fathers and grendfathers who sumilatively bullt resistance and re-
sentment against things they suffered. This souldn't help but
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explode. After - you graduate a hundved high school greduates this
thousand, you graduste twemtyefive thousand - you keep on gredusting
- and finally you get to the place where that mmber of gradustes
will say, well, this is untenable, I ¢an't stand 1% - we must push,
That was ene fastor, My, Warren, you had migrations from the South
to the lNorth beginning with Werld War I, a large mumber of Negroes
came up to Gary and Youngstown and Akron - industrial centers, and
they settled down, they becams voters and went to school and they -
sent their childvenm to school. More importently, abeut 1930 they
becams political facters in the Mitehlwy - in the Republisan mashine
in Cleveland, in the Big BL1l Thompson Republisan mashine in Chisege,
in the Pendergast mschine in - Demosretic, in Kansas Oity -

RP¥Y And the Heump one in Memphls, Termessee. |

BNt And the Krwmp one in Tennesse, and the Vair machine in Perne
sylvania - Republican mechine, And Tanmany was nibbling and playing
with the idea of the Negro - so that he bosams & political factor,
This was & buildup oo, All of this was & bulldup to the 1960 ‘s,
Bub them you have Grest Britain - you had two world wars too - you
had & war against - to save the world for demcoracy, in the werds of
Woodrow Wilsem, and the Negroes came f{rom the syamps and the planta«
tions and the cotton fields and they went overseas and they saw Paris,
canme begk and they lmew there was a werld outside of thelr particular
county and there were a different kinmd of white people there and
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different things were under way, And in Werld Wer II you had them
mmwmtmmmw.wwmmmu
rumcow,m.mnuammmm. And this
was not lost upen them, And fimally, in 1960 you had the piloeup
from the 195, sehool decision, the defisnse of it, the refusal §6
obey 18, the sbtack upen the Supreme Cowrt, She attempt to changs the
MMG&\MMI»&". The Nogro thought he had won in
195, - mMprmm.mmu-tmm
of his 1ife had been reaffirmed by the Supreme Court and sald we
can't diseriminate on sscount of race - but dissrimimetion went on,
the Southern legislatures passed laws and they cbatrusted this, thet
and the othor, Fimally, in the 1960%'s the Negro bireke loose and took
direct sction, i sald, we can't depend én leglslatures and we go to
the courts and we take rifty years to go slowly through the sourts
and ohip sway at the separate but equal, and we win in 195 but we
don't win, So let's get out on the strests and take it divestly to
the seat of government, and that's what happened, And I believe
that's the reason you have the revelt in the 1960's and not in the
1950%s, /

RA: I don't imagine 1t would be surprising to you if I should say
that a good many Negroes flinsh frem your explanation - I don't Imow
how many, but soms that I lmow, beoause it implies over e poriod of
time a process, you see - the grandfathor, the father, and the sen,
being the cadre of sdusated people with o will dirested toward ime
mediate achiovement. This seems to say process always means She
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gradusl and thevefare it affeots the present, you see ~ let's say
Process, &8 one young man, & student, sald to me in this commeetien,
u..u.xm«mammmuuu.mm.
and that there's no absolute solution, no immediate sclution o any
soeial preblem, but, he suddenly said, bub dammit I can't bring mye
self to say it. That s, emotional as oppesed $o the intellestual
grepp of the prosess, |

RW: Yes, that's true., And I sympathize with that young man abso-
lutely, I kmow exsstly how he feels, Dub mevertheless, the fach ree
mains that except in sertain imstances, cortain situations, no imme-
mummmpmo-gmuanum-mmm. ‘
either indused”ar foreed or brought sbout by persussion, and these
changes in attitude will in due time\ bring changes in fact,

RW: And viee versas ' :

Wi Yes. I feel - I lmow that the Negro shrinks from the use of
this word gradunlism, or even the concept of gredunli-m,

RP: Process is & bad word now,

RVt Yes. He just doesn't 1ike that at all, And yet, if he veads
history even in this country, he reads tho histery only of the leber
movensnt, 1f he read Just the history of the struggle for & shild
mm.fm.q..mm‘m.uummm
of the struggle of the labor umions $o get rid of the injumstieon, the
use of the injunction agiinst them - 4f he vead all the laber strug-
gles prior to the Nowrriselaluardia Act and the Wagner and the lsber
m.mmh\hhm’mmamxmu-mm
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1930%s - heo would understand that while you never, never, never give
up or compromise, that things don't happem over night,

RPW: This is & question, then, of fhat freedom now means - what the
slogan san moan ~ what 1s 1ts content ~ 1t brings us to thet, doean't
e |

Ri: Yes, 1t does, and I think the answer is very « well, 1t's not
very simple -~ nothing is simple - frecdom now means just that, It
mmuummmn.umammem.nm.
good faith beginning off now consepts, I think that young student you
vere talking to realizes that you don't change over night, but he
wants Missiesippi or Alabama or South Carclina or louisians to set
its fese in the direstion of change and to make meaningful steps toe
ward change that, carried out suscessively, can lead to what he wants,
Now, he's very quisk to deteot ~ I am, and all Negroes are - very
quick to dotect those phony steps toward change, thoge pretensions,
those delays, those take-it-or-leave«it, or those teaspoonfuls that
they give you here and there, instead of giving you the whole pot of
soup, Negroes have no trusk with this sort of thing in this kind of
revolution.

RAWS Let's take the werd "revolution" for a moment, In what sense
is the - well, the revelution a revolution - we're fooling with a word
now, but behind the word what is the reality, How does this correspond
to - how far doss it correspond - the French Revolution
or the American Reveolution?

Wt xwymumum.unmummn(\

—
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sesking o overthrow a government or to sob up a new government., We
& ro here trying to get the govermment, s expressed by a majority of
the peopls, to gob the government to pub into prectice its deslared
objeotives. This is a 1ittle aifferent kind of a revelution, it
soems to me, Ve are also not in a revolution, as has been sald over
and over again - not & revolution of despalr but & revelution of rige
ing expestations, In other werds, the legre wants in, he wants to
share in the American life. [is cutpouring in Washington on August
28, 1963, was an outpouring saying lot me into the good things of
American life « stop denying me, It was not a revolution - it was
not an outpouring which said, let's got #id of this govermment and
put in & new government that will give me & chance,

RW: lot to liguidate & regime, but to jein a regime,

M1 Resstly 8o - exmetly,

RIS m«'nmum-mmmh--mtmmw
difference between other revolutions - revolutions live on hope and
they live on hate « the hope for the change, the expestation of
change - otherwise & servile revolt or desperate insurrection - but
nwmnmﬂ-m-nwwm. Othere
wise it can't erganige itself, It also lives on this mobilising of
the foree through hate. It's the guillotine has to operate - the
revolutions of the past - you have to hate semebody. The guestien
novw is how the - the hopes are clear in this movemsnt - how the
 bate side, the arive toward this squirt of adremalin that makes it
mumommtumwum
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Af the movoumnt looks toward a jeining -~ its joining with, in ons
senss, quoties, the ememy. Is there somo problem ereund this side
of the matter? Now, 1t's easy if you lock at Maloolm X - it's
essy thers, with the Blask Muslims - and i8's easy when you can
take an extreme situstion going the other way, and take & Qualer,
you ses, or » it's essy - extremly simple - it answers itself -
now in the great world, the great body of people, with Negroes in
betwesn these two extreme positions - the problem emerges in ome way
or another, doesn't 137 B |
RW: Yes - yos -~ I guoss so, I don't envisage the Negro employing
hate as a tactis, as & recognized prosedure to mobilize support for
his side or to win objestives for his side. 1 of course do not rule
out the fast that here and there individunlly, as between two indle
vidusls or in 2 small group, there might be something akin to hate
as & motivation for action, A

RPW: I thifik we'd heve to fase that fast, then, that it's & sompo=
mvaumummm There are plenty of
provocations,

Mi: Exaetly « exsotly - yos. But I don't see the Negro in this
country adopting hatred as & tastis., In the firet place, if he had
believed in hatred as & tool, and if he had been on ~ to a wide-
Wm‘umuu‘ucmoum».m
taining 1t and fesding 1t and using 1%, he would have done so lomg
ago. He ~ I omse sald about Maloolm X « he was tallkding about rifle
olubs &n 1964 - and viclense and shedding blood - if the Negro had

B+ 72 0T T,
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believed in that he weuld have used it & leng time ago when he was
mush werse off than he is now,

RIW: Of sourss onee, we believe in
mmwhutuQWd'MmM‘ Also,
.he said with his infectious grin, my follks had more guns. "
Wit Yes, that's true, and the Negro hos mover forgotten the fast,
As & matter of fact, the Negro in this sountry is a very prectical
and pragmatis animel, and he has nmever lost sight of the elementary
fasts of suwrvival, and he never has forgotten that he's a ten percent
minority numerically, and that economically and politically he is a
aueh greater minority than tem percemt, So that he does not have the
power, ex¢ept the moral power, to mobilise « how many guns, to put it
bluntly - how many guns can he get?

RAMWs But, shall we say, that any movement is always a movement of
powsr, It's a guestion of the nmature of power - is that &t then?
Ris Yes, And he hes on his side, and ho has utilized I think magnie
flioently, the moral power that he has, He has the power of moral
rightecusncss on his side, and he has somothing else, The United
States iy wilnerable because of ita declared purpeses. Now, if it
bad an ambiguous constitution, or if it had en ambiguous deslaration
of independensge, this would be different. But the Declaration of
Independense says all men - now, there wore some squabbles over the
Mmﬂkrwm-chmmmmhtbnmm&
vant 1t to mean what we mow say it means, Bub this was resolved in
the usual way. There are & 1ot of poople now who don't belisve in
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liquor sonutrol, let's say, or feir price laws, or lmport dutiss om
wvatehes, - on hides, yes, say. The Tanners want duties on hidews.
The wateh people don't mush care whother they have duties on hides
or not, and 8o ferth and so on, Vell, we yesolved this question in.
our Constitution, Bub America is on rocard the haven of a1l the
oppressed peoples of the world, This is the land where you can comé
and demenstrate yowr ability and achiove on the besis of your ability,
If you're & Hungarian when you got hore you becoms an American, and
if you've an Irishmen when you get here you become an Amerisan,
RPW3 mt«mm/&mamsmmmnu»
torians have emmelsted that the American Negro is mere giffifle e1d
American than 1ile any other element in our culture?

s Some people lmve sald that, and it's -

RIW: The old Yankee or the old Southermer -

Rit « it's probably true - it's probably true - he is -

RFW: He's an old Amewicen too,

Ri: Yes; he 1s, he's a very old Amerdcan, and he's American in his
concepts., He's « I think he's libderal only on the mee question, I
moan, I think he's a conservative econordeally, I thimk he wants te
hold on to gains in property and protection, I may be wrong, but I
don't see him as & bold experimenter in politicel science or secisl
reform, Ho moy change once he gets on & peried of equiitys I think
of course hetll have his proportion of these people, as he now has,
Atheists, thore ave Negroes who are oven DeGaullists -
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RPW:  How much antiSemitism do you think astually exists among
Negroes? ‘ -

Wiz That's a hard question,

RA: I pemomber the Philadelphia episode snd other episodes of the
sort.

RWs Well, I find that -

RW: I have encountored it myself,

RW: Yes. DBasically, Negroes are not anti.Semitie, and sush antie
Semitism as he occasicnally expresses stoms from his own personal
exporionce, like a white men who tells you that Negroes are no good,
I knew one once and ho 414 soe-and-go to me, or he wouldn't do so-and-
s0, And NHogroos who meke anti-Semitic remarks are those who may have
run into, say, & Jewish storekeeper or & Jowish landlord or a Jewish
voman who is the boss of domestic servants - these are the three areas
in which they como imto contact with Jewish faiilies - with Jewish
people gensrally - the landlord, the storeikeeper, and the lady of the
house vhere they workt, If they have an unfortunate experiemse with
a Jowish housewife, let's say, they are likely, as most weak pecpls
are, this Jewish lady did so-andeso, WVell, if they work for an Irish
mnammuu\mwmmmmw
same thing the Jowish women did or had the same attitude, they would
say, oh; that old white woman - you see,

RPW: Yes. hmm.mﬁnuhuamumm.’tu-
titude from the floating Gentile white prejudices.
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Rt !’n. they have - anu. MMNMW&‘W,
:wmu.zmmmmmmmqmm
thousands upon thousands of Negroes, and have lived in their arems
and I know them « they have never forgobten that wherever thoy have
been, whatever kind of trouble they've been in, the Jews have helped
thom -~ some Jows - oither Jewish individunls or Jewish philanthrepists
or Jewish rabbis, Invariabdbly, when you go into a town and you sgh
the Negro commmnity, who do you count smong your friends in the white
commnity? among the first five people always a Jewish rabbi « always.
He's the man who understands their problem and sympathises with them,
vho speaks to their meetings, who talks to them. So that anti.Sewitisnm
among them I feol is not virulent and not hateful, although, like any
kind of racial feeling, it is detestable, But it's not tho kind of
hate-the-Jew attitude that you find in some people.

RW: You don't think that they expleit it, by, say, a Black Nationslist
movement? Is there & serious problem that way or not?

BN: It has been - an attempt - I don't think so. Now, the Muslims
have attempted - they have used antieSemitism, But I don't believe
they have gobten far, They have mouthed a few catelwords, and those
catohwords have been taken up by their followers, But I don't be-
lieve that it has become part end pareel of the Negro commmity,

In fast, I am positive it has not. It just hasn't telen hold, Now
there-even in the desp South you recognise that Jews have helped
them, Jews have extended a hand, Jews have made loans to them, Jows
have granted them credit, Jews have fought the battle agaimst diserimie
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nation where thoy could - remember, Jows hove been vulnerebls in the
South too, They have not been able at all times to speak out. DBut
in this present oivil rights erisis that has developed sinse the
Suprene Court doelision in 195, the Jewish community overwhelmingly
has been on what we eall our side, Now, there are Jews who are not
onmuu.mmauwsou.mmmmu«
the eivil rights movement, A

Rt As & Negro in the audiense said, the country cludb Jews are
against us, That's the way he put 1%,

R ¢t Yes, It's hard to classify them, but there are - any time you

have four million people you have all kinds of beliefs, and there are

plenty of Jews who den't want to be bothered with the Negro problem,
don't vant to be identified with 1t, thoy don't want the Jews - they
don't wvant the Jewa' preblem tied to the Negro problem.

RIWs This flight from Jewishness to & dogree sometimes, isn't 1%?
RNt Yes, bub even the Jews - to go back to your question of some
time ago, about Negroes diseovering themselves « I think Jews have
come to the place, again - again, where they « and they go periodi.
eally, the stray bask and forth « but thoy have come in insreasing
numbers to Jowishness, to an appreciction of the Jewish worth, %o
pride in their own faith and religlon and in their own ascomplishe
ments, I moan, aside from the genuine pride they have always bad.
mxmumm:mumammawummm
emount to something and Jows are impertant, and maybe some of them
say, s one of them told - a rabbi told me - my congregation teld me
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they didn't want me to preash on the Negro question because they
d1én't want Jows Ldentified with the logro question, This was &
very high type Jowish congregation., Yeot, on the other hand, the
rebbi of one of the most aristocratic and wealthlest Jowish congre-
usuummmwaumammmmmmnmn
and, not because I was there or smything about it, outlined a specch
that could have been made by the finest liberal in the United States.
So you can't elassify them, You can't say the sountry club Jow or
the wealthy Jew,

RPW3 A quotation from -

Rit I undorstand that « I understand that very well - yes,

RW: You say ibersl smong the white friends of - you see, This
reaises a sort of guestion about the role of the white man in relation
to the Negro movement or Negro revolution, On the one hand you will
£ind gush statements as the one made by Mr, Baldwin, the white
1iberal 1s en affliction, and Iseley's fond farewell to the white
1ibersl, or there's the white man stay home, or Jeek
Greenberg - all of these - Yankee go home - , On the other hand,
you will find them saying - well, go away entirely, leave us alons
and we'll take the gholece, we'll run tho show., On the other hand,
mzmuumm.nmuumwmmu
contemptible, as it were, in one form or another, You are soming,
and a persen who is - well, best put it this way - in Missiasippl,
for instance, Robert Moses - of the attitude of the Negroes there
toward white Mhlpers from the outside who want to over-identify., This

\v\
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oontempt of the white man's naievete - his innccense, his desire to
snter, to buddy up, to be one. In other words, the white man ean
have - these two poles - has no rols; you see - if he's « ho says
sonmonly oxpressed - in one form or another they appoar
sll over the plase - and can be assosiated with the Negro movemend
in one way or snother, That is, the white man can find no rols
asceptible, you mes,; So the Negro, in so far as you teke those pro-
‘nouncements and put them all together - he has no plase to some
olose, you soe, to join, to affiliate, to help, he has - no atti-
tude is acceptable Do you see the problemt?
RW: Yes, I soe the problem., I'm familiar with it, and I disagree
very greatly with the -
RFI: With both of these attitudes?
RW: Basiecally, yes. I disagree with 1%, although I understand why
1t exists in some cases. But I feel first of all that we ocught to
recognise that white people have been fighting for the liberty of
the individual long before the Negre question of liberetion ever
came up,
RIW: This is & point of consideradle importance, that is, the comeept
was and now it 's & guestion of applicabien -
particular applisation, Do you understand -
RWi Exastly, well - yes, that's right. White people, beginning with
« long before the Magna Carta - were fighting against oppression and
for the liberty of the individusl, and they have fought, sinee we have
had owr countyy here, many battles not sonmected with race, They have
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fought for freedom of the press, and freedom of religion, and all
the sorts of things thet they have fought for, We ought to recoge
nige that they have a heritage of pretesting and enhbancing the
Constitution of the United States, irrespsstive of whether it applies
to blask pecple, white people, Nerthsrners or Southerners, and that
there can be simcere white people who believe in these primsiples and
vant to fight for them, and we ought not o shut them out of our
movemont becauge they don't rit inte every niche and eranny of owp
thinking and our being, and they don't bohave exactly as we feel they
should behave as blood brothers - we're brothers after all in a ssuse
« the cause of liberty.
RPW 1 That is, you are throwing the emphasis on the - if I understamd
you right = on th-/::ml side of 18,
RW: That's part of 4%. Now, I would some - as soon as we Tinish
here - I would come $o the other part sbout his feeling of - in werme
ing himself in and not being able to adjust, end - let's come to that,
RPW: All »right, fine. This is the end of Tape #2 of the conversae
/t4on with Mr, Roy Wilkins, Proceed on Tape #3,

(end of tape)



