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ROBERT PENN WARREN - MR, ROY WILKINS Pape 3 April 7, 1964

Warrens This is Tape 3 of & conversation with Mr. Roy Wilkins,
Procegd. All right - you were saying a moment ago; between
tapes, that you r ecognize this problem of the white =« the white
man's problem of attitude - how can he make himself accepbablo;
or the fact that the Negro - or some Negroos can find m atti-
tude acceptable, What can be done to pass the = testﬁ, was
test the word you used? -

Wilkinss Yes, yés.

warrens lLet!s go back to that a moment,

Wilkins: Yes; I don't Imow whether I would choose the word
accepta‘ble, because it implies - it seems to me - that the'legro
is imposing & test on white people for a particular reason, and '
that he must conform to certain criteria in order to be accepted,
but -

Warren: Bub, don’t some Negroes do that? From their state-
ments in the prega and elsewhere, :

Wilkinss Well, some do, some do, and - but, of course, I
feel, Mr, Warren, we ought to recognize that in the presemt
state of Negro-vwhite relationo'; and the scramble thatts going on
to get on record and to be understood and to be uncompromising
and to be militant and to be demanding and to be all the things
that are now regarded as the things that you have to be =« people
say a lot of things in public about white }*plo have to conform
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to this - white people n'tat y.yo up = white people must vecoge
nize - white people misty, must, must, mast, This is a sure
way to get on toleﬁ.a%on and to‘get quoted and to cavs e tromors
in some quarters - ory at least, if not emrs; head-scratehing
and soul-aen'ching. But 1 ‘believe; as I sua; on the other
tnpo; that the Negro must resognize that there must be some & n-
cere white'pecplo interested in the llberal cause and in the cause
of freedomy irrespective of whether race is involved or noty They
have given too much blood and made too many seorifices for the ;
right of freedom of religion « for the right of a trial by jury,
for the right to vote and to have thekind of government that will
represent their viow; for freedom of the press and for a'l the
things that they hold dear, They have fought for these things
and bled for them and died for thom; and i1f they now step fore
ward and lq; "we want to includs in our bellefs also the bellef
in Negro equality, or equulity of opportunity for the Negro, or
ph oing the tent of the Jonstitution over our Negro ocitizens" -
if they now step forward and want to do this, I think we ought i
to examine siz.moroly whether they are opportunists - or phon%oa‘.
or pretenders, or Trojan horlu; or whether they are sim ere, ami
I don'y go with this idea of dismisd ng 4 1 whitepeople as being
insinsere, or trying to climb on the band wagon - or t rying te
make & point « or trying to .h'lp!‘tlt - or tqng to use

you - or this - some of them are, freely admitted, but there
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sincere ones and we can use them, just as all fighters for the
extension of hum.n liberty can use all hands, Now, as to

this other thingj about ingratiating themsfslves and about the
difficulty of adjusting themselves to = or, their apparent haste
to ingratiate themselvg in the new movemerk , here again I think
we have to use caution, becaussin one breath we are saying one
of the great troubles in the race quest!.on is the lack of come
munication, They don't know about us, we saye. We know about
them, we're so sure, but they don't kmow about us, Now, when
they come over and try to find out about us; vhy don't we teach
them; instead of saying to them, "We look on you with suspicion.
You're just trying to ingratiate yourselves, You don't know
how to get into the Negro worlds You're awkward and you = we
look down on you - we laugh at you." Is this the way, when
you say the prime obstacle has been lack of commnication am
people come vho want to commnicate? Walt until you find out
whether they don't want to commnicate,

Warrens Is there some implicit reuénﬁnont on the part of
Negroes at the assumption that a certain percentage or_the/ihitos
who want to identify somehow come as what Lenin called, "with
the patholegy of the luft" « they!re coming with some compulsive
neurotic reason - some insecurity of their own = somethirg that
drives them, so that it 1s not a free act,

wikinss I think .,
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Warren: You think theret's something in that?

‘Wilkinsg I think there 1is,

warrens Suspicion?

Wilkinsgy I think so, I can't define it - I can't -

}wgrrem You sense what I mean?

Wilkins: Yes, indfed, I think there are peopls with axes

to grind, other than the axes = '

Warreny There are emotional axes , not money-making, or conw
descension, but something =«

Wilkinss Right, They may have ideologlcal axes, They may .
feel that what'!s wrong with the world is that we need a rew system,
and that if I can recruit the Negroes in their edtremity, -~
Warrens There's the Yommunists, I'm talkingabout the man
now, who comes with an emotional need of some pathological order
you see, that mst be gratified by this -

Wilkinss  Yes, there are some of those toos There are some of
those; but they all show up in time; and it's easy to identify
them ® oner or laters  The Negro can spot the genuine article.
I'm only saying that he ought not to meet all newcomers v‘itfh this
blanket suapioion; or blanket condemmation, It's easy encugh to
sort out the emotionally disturbod; let?s uy; or the political
hmns; or the political oentera; or whoever they are later on.
But, I feel that 1f he has a chance to do evangelism, he ought to

*
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do 16, He has a lot to talk apout and his cause is identified
with the best l1deals of America, so tl:w.t theytre good for the
white people as w:all as for the Negro, and he ought to preach this,
warrent Suppose, Mr, Wilkins, to morrow morning we w?ke w and
found that the Civil Rights = a good Glvil Rights bill, one that
would be satiaraatorj, haéd been passed and that there were fimw
enforcement agencies in operation and fair employment was enrorcod';
the laws about f air employmerh‘ and a reasonable; even & willing
acceptance in general of this, and we had ow schools all inte-
grated - what remains? Quite a long wey =

Wilkinss That's a-long waye

Varrens What remains? After t'ha??

Viilkinss What remainaé of course, 1s for the Negro to bedcome
and the vhite people too, in the 'senso that their Negro develop-
ment has been neglected - but what principally ?emains is for

the Negro to make himself with this opportunity, with these
barriers down, with the help of new legislation, t? speed on

the process of self-de?elopment and self-diipline, so that he
besomes a contributing, & more contributing member of society
than he is now, He now oontributos; of cowr se; but he assuwes
broadér.mti e3 than mersly duty within the !egre commmnl ty, He
assums, 1f he is a successful business man, he assumes what a
successful business man assumes for & commnity development and
responsibility, and he becowe s concerned with holp:ltdla, and health
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andtraffio and profits and manmufacturers and banks and all of

the things that go to mke for commnity and state and natténal
development, aside from beix:zg a Negros Now thist akes time),

K, Warren, to devédlop this, beoause. when you come out of a
ghetto, not only a physical housing ghetto, but a ghetto intellectud
and 1deologio'tl - and you've been excluded from the mainstr?am of
American life, 1t takes a while to find out how to function,
outs:}de of the ghetto, I recall years ago',' vhen I was 1n Kansas
Gltyy in the campalgn for the Commnity Chesty fhe sales argumert
in the Negro community had to be what we Negroes get out of the
Community “heste This was the way you could sell it in the
Negro «omnmnity. Iouvhad to point to the varlious agencies and
1nstitutians and how yoi aat something from the Community Qe ,

in order to get five, ten, fifteen or twenty-ﬁve'dollars from
them, Now, in the day that you're talking abaw, it will mot

be sold to Negroes - the Commnity Chesﬁ, or community ?rojeot -
will not be sold on the basis of what you get out of it, hopefully.
But - what can you do for it armd for the commnity?

warrens A sense of coMty identification in a full way,
Wilkinss Yes, There are‘ Negroes who now already have that
identification in many communities, You find them assumirg thelr
roles and sometimes suffering derisive comments efrom;thoir brothers
on how they have removed themsclves from racial life, let?s say,

Warren:  This is not uncommon, is 1t?
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Wilkins: Mo, 1t'y not uncommon, And, 1t's = but 1?':

not as wildespread as 1t ought to be, By that I mean, I want

to see more of them assume more of %their commrity obligations,

I think, for example, the South 48 « one of the things the

South has neglected is to cstimate what this Negro can contribute
to the South, Hets there - he has talent, Why should he have
to migrate from the South to exercise this talent in Ghicago, or
in Pittsburgh? : '
Warren: Thatts true of a lot of the white population, too, you
khow,

Wilkins:  Bxactly so, They have come away, Thatts true,
Warren: It's exported black and white talent of all kinds,
Wilkinss we:.i, they have come away largely because of economic -
some of them - bdcause of economic opportunities, They can Vgat -
yoy/giﬁ:.{es in Philadelphia and Washington and' New York than
they can in Meridian or Dothen or in Panama Oity, Florida, let's
say, or in Tyler, Texas, And, some few of them have come away
because they couldntt stand the climates, But, the Negroes haw
been driven awa'y; not only by the drawing of better salaries, but
mostly by the troa tment, llov; the South could save this talent
and help to build the South - it ne?ds the logrooa._ It needs
their unpower'; i1t needs thelr life, thelir lmghteri', their warmth,
It needs thelr indigenous identification with the South, They

can be a tremendous asset to the South end in fact, they are
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nows thdy aontribute; however, through & acreen, Through white
people, But; they could sontribute for themselves.'

Warrem’ Some weeks'ago Iv as tallkdng among others, along

the way, to Mr, Evers, Charles Evers, And, I asked him why

he stayed in Mississippi. He said, "I think things are going
to;work out here fairly soon", I don't knmow what fairly = on
is, but - he said; "We'll have a scttlement here thatts satis =
factory, probably before you can get £ in some othar parts of
the country,"

Vilkinss '.?011'; this is a -

Werrens See, they anelyze the Mississippl character,

Wilkins:  Yes, Thi.s; Mr, Mrren; is

Warrent I wouldn't went to make book on it,

Wilkins: No, This is the echo @§f a hope that has existed

in many areas In the South, Years ago & man said to me,"The
first breakthrough in the South w1l be in Texas, because Texas
is more Western than Sovthern and itts more 1ncuvidu;ﬂ; and as
soon as they're convinzed that this thingils m good, theytre
going to throw it over, ,lall; I don't know, It took Texas a
1ong time to vake up; and they've made mme progress there - but
breakthroughe have been made in Atlante), as we Just mentiored,
Breakthroughs have been made in North Garolina, The Univerd ty
of North Carolina has quietly taken on & good many Negro students,
vd.tlwut any fn’nfage. The University of Arkansas, interestingly
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enough; without any law suit, without any bitterness; without

any tension; admitted Negro students to xpedicine and law and
opened up the University to them. And, yov haven't heard a

peep out of Fayetteville, Arkanaas; since who laid the rail,
Nobody has sald boo about d.o-aegregation, moba, fights, argumnts.
aommittees, petitions, ploketting, demonstrations, marching -
never hear 1t. The University of Arkansas has gone quietly
ghead,  Now, for Mr, Evers to say that he hopes that this will
take place in Mississippl he thimks, is the kind of thing that

we &ll hopep I wonder how it can happen as I look at Mississippits
resources, I don't doubt that théfé are white g:o;»le in Mississi
pl, whow ould like to see some changes take place, but I see a
massive political machine in Msasissippi.,
Warren:  There's ones

Wlkins: Bulll upon, strictly vpon white supremacy and keeping
the Negro dowm,

Warren: James Baldwin writes in his most recent beok that

the best testimony, the testimony of those who are actively en-
gaged in the Civil Rights struggle in the South, 1s to the effect
that the Southern mob does not represert the will of the Soubhern
majority, This 1s Baldwin's stutement,

Wilkinss I agree with him,

Warrens You agroe with him on that,

Wilkins:s I agree with nim, I think the greatest trouble in
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the SOuth; the biggest 9bataole in the South is not the m~-calk d
white rank and file man, who demonstrates oceé.sion’ally'againt
the Negro; but is the Southern politieal oligarchy, They're

the ones that have the stake in this thing; and it's not only a
stake of control over the Negro population as such, That's
only incidental - axd I think 1f the white population ever woke
up in the South to the fact that the political ollgarchy has used
the Negro scare in order to perpetuate control over the entire
Southern hegemony, I think we'd see a real revolution there;

if they ever recognlzed this,

Warrens As one Negro - a Negro. college president said to me

a few weeks ago - he was t'alking, hetd been talking to a certain
politician who said, "Look, I can't do that now:' but said; e
you can get two hundred thousand votes, I'll do anything you say,"
Wilkins: He's right, That's right., Now they - that's &rue,
Now, the apokeam‘in the Congress against the Glvil Rights bill
now - the Senators, among the nineteen Senators who are commltted
to vote againat the bill,'no matter what happena; no mat?er what
argumehts are made for it, and no -~ among those nineteen,'thero
mist be & substantial number - I won't ventur? any number, wio
really ecouldn't caro'less if this bill passed, who really.honeatly
would like bto see it, or sbmething like it passed But, they

don't dare,
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varrent Some Southern politicians have sald this privately,
"well, got me off the hook then."

¥1kins: Yes, Mr, !‘ulbright; Senator Pulbrie;ht; spedk irg

at the University of North Cerolins, during Apr!l, early April,
was asked after his talk there by the atudenta., "thy dldn't you
extend your attack upon myths 1n foreign relations to the myths
in racial polisy? Vhy don't you attack those?  Don't you

Imow that there are myths?" And e admitted that, m-re or leas,
that he d1d, but he said; very suc ':1110!;17; "If I attacked thoao;
I wouldn't be hers tonight." Fe meant as a senntor; of couree,
Warreny He signed the Southern uhita; Southern Senators' seee
round robin ,..he was for ....

Wilkinss Yes, the maniiesto; yes, he signed it, Ne's dors
everything that a good Southern white s—énator 4s suprosed to

do, He's dome evervthing, He's voted right as far as the
segregation is corzerned, and he has kept quiet on various things
and ho has svoken out when he had to'against the lom?

Warrens How do you interpret tis, morally spedking, end othere
wise - on Preston Fulbyightts bohavierg ‘
Wilkinss weu; pe:monauy; Mr, Pulbright has been a great dlse ‘
appointment to me because he is 2 1iving argument against those
who say that if a man has culture and edusation and contact and
travely, he can't be the same as the man who doesn'¥ have those
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Warren: Now I asked Mr, llovins','ulan llevina.; I've knomhim
some years, right after this book, this « he sl gned this thing -
"What do you make of this?" He said, "He couldn't do otherwise,
He had no right to do otherwise, It would haw been self-in-
dvlgent, He can't afford to commit suicide and mt an inferior
man in this position, He's needed."  Now, Mr, Nevins! views
on the race question and so forth - you know what they are -

he's not - this is a complicated remark, it seemed to me; coming
from him,

Wilkins: Yes, 1t is, But, you see, I feel that a Rhodes scholar
and a university president and & man of the scholarship md breadth
of vislon of Mr, Fulbright, and I take nothing from him in those
areas - & man who knows the world and whe knows - who knows that
this 1little peanut policy of racial oppression can?t stand, He
kno ws that , He knows it's demeaning. He knows 1t's irrita~
ting. And he - 1f he had a free choice =« if he were a free
man, he may not get out - he might not get out and crusade agalnst
it, but he certainly wouldn't have no part in sustaining it.,
Warrens You think he should have committed political sulcfde
and been an example then on the issue? ' , ;
Wilkins: I don't know that he should have donetrat, Mr, Warren,
but I do know this -

warrent It would have been rolitical sulcide if he had -

v

Wilkins: It wuld have been political = if he had come outy and
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yot; somebody has got to commit political suicide in orderto
drive home this thing, buf, nevex'uholess', I don't know whether

I want him to make that saerifice or not,

Warren: Thatts Mr, Nevins' point you see, ;

Wikins: Yes, I don' know whether I want him -~ but, I do
think this: I think he might be more of a spokesman for vhat

is euphoniously called the gxodorate point of view in the Senate
than he has been, I think, if a man feels that he has %o maine
tain himself despite all the erudities that he has to subscribe
to, or has to maintain himself by subscribing te those cruditiaa';
and he really actually doesn't believe them -~ then he owes it to
himself to do some - there are uen in the Senate from the South
who have sald a 11ttle word here a.nd e little word there -

Varrens Tennessee -

Wilkins: Exactly, Now }like Tennessee; Ralph Yarborough in :
Texas; and you've had nome'rewka from some of the other senators,
not - theytve been obliquo! they've been tendencial; but for those
who read between the lines, or as I say - read upside down and
you have to r ead upside down when you read the Scuthem vhite
politicienst remarks on the rase problon; you can see that what
they're trying to say, Mr, Fulbright hasn't done even that,
narrens How do you define the "moderate position" (in qustes)

in the South, How do you define a moderate?

nm:m I don'y know that I -
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Warrens You just used the word -

Wilkins: Yes I did, and I don't kmow that = I think that I

was falling into the popular colloquialism, I suppose a moderate
in the South 4s a man wvho is for change - who recognizes that
things cannot go on as they have 'been; but who isnt't for as much
change as Roy Wilkins of the N. A: Ay G Pe, let's say,

Warren: But strangely ehough, hets sometimes called a modorate,

"~ £00e ;

Wilkins: !es; I know I've been called a moderate, but I always
reply to that that the N. A. A, C. P, and our pod tion here has
smnnorod the most radical 1dea in the twentieth century - that
is, the idea of eliminating racial segregation from American

lifes  The idea of reclaiming from the Gonatituu?n that arﬂ?m-
tion of status which is contained in the thirteenth, fourteenth,
fifteenth amendment, S0 that - I'm not concorned particularly
with these labels that the latter-~day crusaders bring upon us,

I repembor the days when we were t:.ho only voice crying in the wilder-
ness, and when these same Negroes, or thelr llike = '

Warren;  You still - they - the N, A. As G P, still carries the
greatest weight of opprébrium in certain quarters than anyti ng
you could name, ‘

Wilkinss Oh. we get more oussing out than anybody olse, and -
Warren: Ye#, in Greenwood, Mississippi, for example,
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Wilkinss Oh, lndeod; n9t only in Groonwoed; but in any state
legislature in the South, except -

Warrens It's known -'chis point « you have -

Wilkinsy It is known, and we are considered to be the embo:nment
of the people who want to change our -~ overthrow segregationy, md
rightly so, because we have been = I say to you that the Negroes
who now, their prototypes in our dﬁ.y, would not join the N, A, A G P.,

would not come wi th us because we were Judged to be too dmgoroua,
too radical and so forth and so one I think therets more to
this question of the Negro than just fighting to level the barriers
and you have to bring some statesmanship, or some thought), whether
1t's statesmanship or not to the problems that accrue along ¢ th
the fight,

Varren: Yes, You know the quotation attributed to you =

"N. A, A, O P," = "They" = that is the S. N. X O, corpg"fumish

the noise, The N, A, A, C, P, pays the bills,"  Ball, and so
forth,

Wilkins:t Yes, when I made that -

Warren: Yes- "Here today and gone tomorrow,"

Wilkins: !os, this was a speech in Alonndru, V&rginln. Aud,
wvhen that spesch was made this was an accurate autemont. Ve
had juss finished bailing out some of the S. N, I, G kids in
MoJomb, Mississippl, who went off on the independent tangent oft
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their own, without consulting ua;. without plans, or without ;
anything and then when they got in the six-thousand dollar bail
bond trouble why they eoroamed for old N« As A, G P, to come
down and help them out, and it applied particularly; and I tried
to do this in Alexandria - it applied to our unfortunate experi-
ence with some members of G.O.R.F. in Louisovillo; ‘xontucky', where
we were on & joint demonstration, which was billed, howover; as
a G 0, R, E, demonstration, I wish I knew the secret of

¢, O« Re BE,'s abllity to get newspaper publicity, X'd like to
hire vhoever they haveocover there to comé over and work for us,
We had a demonstration in Louisﬁ.lle; Kentuclfy; in which two
hundred and sixty~-seven people were arrested, und'two hundred and
fifty-five of them were N. A, A, 0, P, youngsters, youth peoples
That's another thing that sticks in our oraw, Most of our
yoing people have been involved in all these matters and -"but
the credit has gone to other organizations, Bnt; anyway, only
twelve people out of this so-called joint demonstration were
identified with G O« Re B.; and yet when all tl'xo shooting was
over and all the hutus and honoring was done, we not only got
none of the credit, but were left with the legal bill'ot some
five or six thousand dollars, low; since that time, the ?“"'
ture has changed to some degree, When I made that speech, it
was accurate and well=founded and it was based upon not all ot‘
our miatorn experiences with G O. R, B, or ¢ th 8, N, I, G}
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because others have been happler, tut these two things did
stick in my craw, and it!s a 1ittle tough to find yemrself
vilified and sneered at as a kind of a knitting old lady, over
in a aomof, vhile the revolution is being carried on by us
strong men, and yet called upon to bear the financial burden,
Ang, so I was speaking to my Alexandria chapter fort heir edi-
fication and education,

Warrent I've heard !:he same thing sald elsewhere by other
people = for instance, I think $he 1s the president of the local
chapter in Bridgeport,. Dr, King rallied there a few weeks ago,
vhile walting for him to return from mttord; with a let of
speeches inbetween, Unless I'm mistaken; she was - the lady
who was apeakins; and - the N, A, A, C P, was in tonight, was
here in !23 am in '33 and 43 and 53 and 1s here in ¥63 al
ya know, this same - same notion of - what about Lomax's analyss
of the N, A, A, C,Pe in his book? The one seses Vote,
Whlkinss Strange to say, I haven't read it, My, -
Warren: It!s probably predictabi® - I think - '

Wilkins; !93, well; I know Mr, Lomax?s posl tion i1f you can
call it that, but I'm afrald I'm unable to agree with Mr, Lomax
on any except very minor aspects of this whole bgum 88, I‘
regard Mr, lomax simply and solely as a recorder, as a writer,
as an observer of the passing stene, who has made a very good
thinqmt of it financially, He's written articles, wriﬁm
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booka'; he's lectured, He has so many lectures, he has to

go through a lecture agency and dharge a regular fee and he says
sensational things and challenging things md frightening things
to titillate his audiences) and’,'in 8o doing, he has made several
references to the N, A. As G P,, and his analysis of our role

is totally and O?Mpletely inadequate because 1t 1s based on

his omn i:eraoml‘, mbjective estimate and not upon records, He
has never been here and consulted any records that we have and
I afraid that I would have to discount sharply nis estimate

of the N, Ay A. ©, Pu's role,

Warrens I was thinking of his analysis of the structural organi-
zabion; of the organization of the N, As A, Q.P. and its rela-
tion to main authority, to Federal avthority, the lack of a
democratic organization; is one of the charges he brings against
ity of courses '

Wilkins: Oh, well; this of course, is absolutely =

Warrent One of the many of cour se, :

Wilkins: This is absolutely nonsensicale The ony organiza~-
tion that has a democratic structure « and this 1s the N, A, A, G, Pe
As a matter of raot'; I tiink sometimes we have too mach, !lo

ave the only organization that elects our board of directors)

and we elect them through an elaborate mechanism that stems
directly from our oenvmtion; vhich is represented by our mer erénip




Warren - Wilkins opape 3  4/7/64 i 19,

and our bz'mchel’; ad for - I don't kmow what anybody could say
about the Ne A, As C, Ps and the democratic process, because no
other organization I know - I won't name any « no other organiga-
tion I know has the elective process and the popular referendum
and convention that we have in the N, A, A. G P,  Nothing

is rigged at all in 1it, :

Varrens If my memory tricks me; I1p sorry. That isnot the
impression I carry away from his book. I haven't read 1t !.n
quite a little while; but he turns to analyze the structure,
professes to analyze the structure - and comes wp with this
notion of = me device of oontrol you see,

Wilkins: !ea. yess I know, and in one breath he uys, "The
N, A, A, G P, 1s controlled from the top and deminated" - and
in the next breath he says, "'.rho Negro revolution is carried on

by the N« A, Ay G P, branches, and irrespective of what New
York wants,"

Warrens m; contradiction is there,

Wilkinss Yes, and not only that, but he goes on further to

say that the ideas for the Negro revolution, as he calls 13'

that was his titlo, have come up from the ranksof the N, A. A, G P,
instead of from the top‘; end that 1t has been aceomplished in spite
of the eppuuen or control -~ and as in quotes - of the New !ozt
oliquu or whatever he calls 1t, This is also ridicmloua and
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any casual examination of our records and - would show that
through the recomendﬁtipm’, through the resolutions adtoped
at oﬁr annual congmtion. this is the most democratic -~ and as
a matter of fact, the N. A, A, C, P, so-called national leadere
ship has been pleading - yes -

Wgrrens Sorry - end of third tape. Conversation with Mr,
Roy Wilkins, Proceed on Tape 4,



