ROBERT PENN WARREN « MR, ROY WILKINS Tape 4 April 7, 1664

Warren: This is Tape 4 of an interview with Mr, Roy

Wilkins, Proceed, i :

Wilkins; Well, I was talking about, I think, Mr, Lomaxts
assertion thet the Ne Ay Ay & Pey so-called top leadership

vas in control and dominated the organization and that the

ideas for - such ideas as came out that were progressive and
militant and all the othor things th?.t My, Lomax thinks are
necessary, they came from the people, in spite of the orushing
control from New York and the suprression, Well, of course,
we got a big laugh out of that here, The truth of the matter
is that our chapters have been besecched by us to become active
in various ways, I recall that in 1060, at the time of the
mistreatment of three hnndfad end ninety-three N, A, A, O, Py
young people in Orangeburg, South Ouolm; where the police
turned water hoses on them in thirty degree v;:thor, before they
had ever demonstrated, or carried a sign, or/anything, thet we

felt so indignant about it here that we called upon our chapters
to hold demonstrations against variety stores in the North to
protest the way in vhich the variety stores in the South were
calling upon the ponoo; or using the Pederal - the State govern
ments and Gty police to mlstreat our young pecple, And, we
had to discipline & number of our chapters thgmghout the country
who felt that this 16.‘. coming from New York, from the heads
quarters that Mr, Lomax calls conservative - were so radical
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that they would édsregard our instmctions and requests, Ve

had to take discipiinary acstion against & number of ohipton.

We 80t response from the overwvhelming majority of tha-; but

this seems to us to disprove the Lomas theory, or aaouno; as

I say, I can't afford to spend too much time on Iomax, I think
he is a sort of a parasite on the divil Rgghto mVoment; as it
has developod; and when the thing 1s over, he ¢ 11 probably be
the only one 4 th a fat dank account,

warrens Vuu;.not the only one perhapss

Wlkdnss Vell, m. not the only one, but the only one who con-
sciously accumlated 1t during this period, This 13 not runy;
really a condemati cn; I suppou; he 13 a writer and lecturer amd
who can blame him for utiliszing currert events for the purposes
of making money,

Warrsnt  Don't blame me either,

WAlldins ’lan; it's vhen Louls takes on the pontifical aiy that
he becom s sort of & = I think the other Givil Rights organizations
have found him similarly at fault, if I recall sorrectlys I
have talked to some of thnn; and they have oxpressed more or less
the ..".. feelings

Viarrens Yes, Do you remember any detail of Faullkmer?s Sound
ad Fury? !

Wlkins: No, I don't,

Varren: = Well, them, the question is bazed on a character in that
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book, and some remarks about 1t by James uu-u. and his mother -
essssepursue that then, -hom'l one question thut I do vant

to ask you, We all know, more or less, what the white atereoe
types of the Negro are - even their contradictory ones = motims <
frequent contradioctory, What about the Negro's sterecotypes of
the vhite man?  How would you descride them?  Aside from the
vhite dMl; vhich 1s vhat I -

Wilkins: well; the white devil is a Muslim thing,

Warrens It's a Muslim one, yes, I mean in gemaral - take any
shades and types of stereotypes,

Wilkins: Yes - I lmdn't ever thought about it precisely in that
waYe Negroes, of course, profess to know about white people
because of their assoziation vAith them in varisus ways -

Warrent auy"re in a strategic position to see them,

Wilkinss Yesy, but they « it scems to me they = ffer from the
same weakness that white people suffer from in maling thelr judgmerts,
A white man who makes gu- Judgmenta ub?ut the Negro race from his
cook « or his chauffer, or his yardman, or the porter in his stors
48 just as badly advised as the Negro who‘inagu white pecple by
her numu; 4f she's a domestioc servant, or by any other - his
straw bu-; Af he's a hborgv._ You do know them « or if helsa
waiter in a ejub or & hotel, he judges white people by the way they
act at table, or how they react to the paymemt of their bills, or
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by thg size of the tip th?y use - by the amount of liquor they
drink, or by how they act, and so on and so forth, I don't
knmow ﬂiat elther the white man or the Negro knows the other one
from such con: acta; but I wuld say that I think Iegroea‘do regar?.
some white peoplo‘u pretty olegrly defined ~'exploiters, friends),
luke-warm friendsy real helpers, real friends, am they have come
to differemtiate evon; believe it or not, between Southern white
people, There was a time when they lumped them all together,
They don't any mores They have their suspioighs of Southern
white people; but they are not inclined to damm everybody;.as they
once weres, I don't know that they haw 'a gtereotype; and I fion'e
know abou? white people and thelr stereotypes, As you sald,
correctly, they are contradictorys

Warrens Sometimes they are oontradiotory; and sometimes held
of the same person - the contradiction some times held of the same
person, :

Wilkins: What are you going to do - how do you explain, for
exnnple; the white man who has a Negro family that - where the
boy or the girl has gone away ?o school and made a very good
rooord; and so on and so forth, and the white man is as proud of
that as he can be -~ knowing that particular famllye. I?t; he will
mko'lwop!.ns generalizations about logroel; in general, being w
good, lagy, unable to learn, We don'twant them in school with my -
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e'lﬁ-ho applauds the fact that this girl or boy mp\went

to the @niversily or a'xicago, or the University of Ilnngis;

or Harvard or Yale, where he went to school with white \boyl\

and girls, and so forth and so on, - "I don't want Uegrpes to

go to school with my children". !

warrens A contradiction,

Wilkinss Absolutely a contradictione wgm are yau going to

do with white people in Laurel;'nssisaippi', who cheer Leontine
Price at the Metropolitan Opera, and say she is a Laurel girl-;
shets a mississippi girl; "We l‘mew our girls can d it, Our
girl" - and so forth and =0 onj but who turn right arcund; and

in Laurel, and deny the opportunity to somebody who doesn't have

& sponsor like Leontine ?rice hade These are - Negroes recognize
these contradictions too, afill they'd rather roll with the punches
you might say, There 1-; I'm sorry to say, an 1nor9asa.ng ex=
pression among some Negroes in this period of tension, general
statements like, you know; "White people are all alike" - or "You

know, you cantt trust white people" -« or "You know how white pe ople
are" - or "I'm not mre we can trust the white man" - or "Do you

believe you can trust himt" - which 18 - the way « even the way of
framing the question means that I don't believe so. This skepti-
cism is growing out of their contimeg frustre ion over m, th'o

Glvil Rights blll, desegregation bill, the unemployment problemi, the
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discrimination in employment, Now, they get impatient when

you; if you bring up the statistic that there arentt e:;oﬁgh

Jjoba to go;around',’even for the white peo?lo; that y?\i have a
shortage, If you, you have in this town, letts say, four hun-
dred brick layers, but you only have work for two hundred brick
1aye,ra; and yet Negroes want to elther get into the brick layers?
union; or are alresady in th? union and want to get some of the
viorke So yeu say to them, "Well the real problem is to increase
the economy and create more jobs," And they say; "'!es; but

meanwhile, I starve,"

Warrent  And he does, '

Wilkins: He does starvo‘; he'!s right « he's very, absolutely
correct on this,

Warrens VWhat is the answer to that?

Wilkins: I don't know what the answer 8. I only know that
we mst; if we're going to starve, then all Negroes shouldn"?
starve; and all whitepeople eat, If we're going to starve,
let us starve in proportion,

Warrens Ratio starve, ‘
Wilkins: Ratio starve - whatever comfort you can get from that,
you knowe But I - what the Negro is saying is that he doesn’t
want to be discriminated agamsg,;.n_ this - he's beating Ms head
against this business of automation, reduction of opportunities



Warren - Wilkins Tape ¢ 4/7/84 i

for employment and he Enows that, mt; he also knows that

he 1sn't getting the tralning in new skills that he should get;
and he ion't getting a crack at the new jobs, For enmpla; in
the South; vhere the lNegro and the white have both been displaced
from the land by nmult?y and by diversified rn'ldng; axl they haw
both gone to the :itlesy or genme to the tewns vhor? new industries
have been established, The white boys and girls, or men and
women e:wher‘have been able to got jobs in the new industry withe
out training, or they have got on=the~jod training; or they hawe
been able to geb tmining; an® then get a job, m&, the Negro
has had the door slammed in hia ruoa; and he has had to go all

tho way up to Ohioc and Pennsylvania and Illinois and Indiana and
Michigan to try and hunt for a ,',ob; without any skills, He's :
right off the land, He lands theres  He becomes a welfare case
or he's crowded into an already overcrowded apartment, or over-
orowded house, : He becomes & health menace, He becomas all

of these things, and he causes frowns and apprehension in city
sounsilis ot Northern citics and the mayors and the departments

of welfare, and them the Southerners don'? help the situation

any by pointing nﬂhgovmduﬂ.u; "See, wo told you vhat he
was, JNow he's on your doovstep and you see," Buty vhat they
don‘? say to themselves is, "I made him like that", omd I think
this, My, Warrem, 1s coming home - thore are two things that ave
coming home to the Northern white people and that are working
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againsgt the Southemers; although the results may not be seen
tom:;rov morning, One ?r them 1s Q‘:hat the Negroes c?udng North
in their great unprepared, untrained, uneducated state, with
their 1§ek of a gense of participation in twentieth century po=-
1itlcal, clvic and urban commmnity nte; because of deprivations -
they have driven home to the Northener what a terrlble; terrib}o
Job the Southerner has done with the Negro for a hundred years,
in giving him advantages and giving him access to the training
that - even rudimentary training - he sh ould haw had, .
Warrens Let's say that's true., It certainly is true, But,
the same thing has happened in the South to a large nudber of
white peoples Now the ratio que§tion again 1is the?e, the lack
of ratio; but given the economy of, say; Mlssissippil, just the
economy - let?s leave the will out of it - and good will oub of .
it,  You have the vast number of white a?ple in Mississippi
with exactly the same situationy or Alabama, or Loulsiana,
Wilxins: Yes, yes‘; or Florida,

Warren: Or Florida or Georgla,

Wilkins: Thit 's true, that!'s hmo; and this is a problem =
Warrens An endemic ignorance,

Wlkins:t Yes, Well, we - this 1s a problem we comtend is a
problem which mist be met by the combined wisdom amd resources
of the oounty; state and the nation, This is problem of dis-
placed persons in a changing oaow; and if they are white they
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are goling to be; have to look after them, All wetre saying

is that the white Mlssissippian or Albamiam or Oeorgnn; as the
sase might be, or 'rennuseean; can « some proportion of them

can go to the new induatriesend g,t a job,

warrens A large proportion canfy yes,

Wikins: That's right, And some of thom can get work omn the
nev farms that are now dalry hm. instead of cotton tuu', and «
but the Negro gots none of that work, except his traditional work
oxf the meniel clean-up mon,

Varrens : woll, I was not saying that we hav an Elysian in
Mgssissippl, That's not the point, This 18 - I was jJust saying
merely one thlng; or implying it - that the aituaticn for the Negro
48 related to & genoral situation,

Wilkinas Oh; prooiso).y'; and we realize that, And, I think
most Negroes nndorstmd; those vho understand economis changeg
they know this « but what is happening is that the Northern vhite
man isbelng converted to the Negrees? contention « hitherto made
mostly by Hegroes that I've been mistreated in the South, The
Northerners ecither look the other ny; or have listned to the

more rosy accounts of how well the Negrocs are getting along

and how well they are satisfied, And has alvays ragnrdcd the

problem as boing a thousand or more miles away, Now, 1t's on
his dooratep,
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Warren: It's on his doorstep up the Island here too,

Wiikinss ‘l‘haft~fs rlsht., thatts right, And on his doorstep in
Gape ods Now, m'nt is going to have & reaction which sooner
or later, you know, whet Winston Churchill - what Roosevelt is
supposed to have sald to Winston dmrchill at one time about «
they were on a trip together in Atr:oa; @d went over or through
a British proteocorate; or a British colony, Mé, Fs D Ry &
supposed %o have salad to Mnnton; "Mnston, when the hell are

you going %¢ give these peorle the chance to be themsclves amd
stop treating them like colontest” And Winston is supposed to
have repliod; "Fe Ds R."', when are you going to free the Mississippi
Negroes?t” Wen; the 1dea 13 that the Nerthern white politiclans
and industialists and responsibtle pecple are going to pretty '
soon say to the Southerners over their gin and tonic, and t’gu-,
thet, and the other - #¥ou dldn't do 80 well by the Negroes, be-
cause welye got a lot of them up there, thet came up from your
State, and they thi!; that, and the other", Ve contend that's
all to our side, Ve contend meher; that the other thing that
is going to have a dacklash is th ¢ Northerners who are coming
South, into t he (Avil Rights movement and are being met vith
oppression and mistreatment ~ and d.nhton, the ubhlt. the
students, hardly a place I goe Now, two days ago I spoke ab

& university in New qu; and three students were introduced to
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me there as alummil of the Jails; one from Georgla and two from

some where else, A year ago I spoke in Coe Gollege; dee§ in

the heart of Iowa. .

Warrens I've been there, I know where 1t is,

Wikins: And they had three altmni from jail in Miszissippi,
These kids come back - they spre?d the story to Y.heir fa,milic-s;
their ehurches; thelr sororitiesy thelr campuses, and it's no
longer Wilkins of the N, As A G, P.; or Martin Lyther King,
spinning a tale of hor;'or and oppression, Itts these kids

coming back and saying, "This 1s what a policeman did to me.

This is what the judge said, This is what my fine was, ‘This

1s what my crime was $upposed to be," And this 1s the kind of
indictment that I don't believe the South ought to let stand, I
believe that the cooler heads there, the ones who understand what
1t's all about ought to take charge from the ones who are perpetu-
ating these sort of things, '

Warren: There's been no leadership in the South in this whole
utteﬁ, es .tar. as I can ?mko oute There's no leadersrip for any-
thin(, except the - well, tb hard-core segregationist,

nlkinsi Some has emcrged, Mr, Warren, Some has emerged. We \
have noted that business men in a mub er of areas have aaid; "Now
this we don't want, We can't afford to have this upheaval, It?s
bad for bud ness." The Tusocaloosa bus iness m, for onl’ph; told
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Governor 'vauaoe; they pleaded with him, The mmwm business
men pleaded with wallace - case up on his University ax m
stand, The Norfolk business men in Virginie years ago. toe!: charge =
# seems furny now to say yoars ago, but it 1s some yearb, took
sharge of school descgregation ia Norfolk,
Warrents In Durham, too,

WAlkinss In Durham they dld the same thing, In Daliu - the t?p

A

buciness men got together - this was & kind of a aontronad thing,
but nevertheless it illustrates that vhen top businsss, or jud
business gets to; other, they can hsve an effect on the pouuoi.m,
and the politiclans, I walntain atill. the policicians are the
blg obstacle to understanding the progress along racial lines in
the South,

warren: Let%s say that that¥%s true and I beileve that 18&

true, I think this is the biggest s ingle factor and some of

the Southern editors think so toos They don't put 4t in thely
papers very oftem, but this fsthe over-reaching teohns.quc. You
find men rmning for nomination in the Demo sratic Party; for
governor in Misslssippl,  Each one says, "I hate niggers worse
than you do", Any struggle for power oqu-ruohng; the blgger
the promise has -« has to - has a role, Let's take that sume
prinziple and put 1t back in toxmw of the lom movemeil , you seds
Any movement invites overereaching, ln. hwv dangerous « we know
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how dangerouvs it 1s in Mlaslssippi, lcw; how does the same
prinziple in its operation in Negro leaderthip in the movement -
Wilkinss You mean Negroes over-reaching themselves?

Warrens Yes, each - each = each other pulling toward this,

The eazalator of demonstration e Lhe escalator of promises =

the escalator of illusion and delusions, How mach of this is
operating now in the, well; loosely uaoa; the Negro movement ?

You see?

Wikinss Oub-promising - yos, Yes, I don't know - welre -
warren: . You've observed some of 1t9% :
Wilkins: Some it yes, But we are mesting naw; some of us, ;
oh; every month or six weekn; Martin Luther King, James Farmer, of
G 0. Ry B,, Witney Young of the Urban League, Jack Greenberg of
the N, A, 4, J, Py logal defense and educational fund and md.t -
Se Ns I, Ce We all meet - we miet overy month or six weeks,
regular, and we have been doing 2% since last February, and ox-
change views, and we generally - we don't agree on any co-ordinated
program, Egch man is still pursuing his owa orgnnintion; but
nevertheloss, there is a general understanding of vhat we are
about and a gemeral rospect for our -

Warrens Well; now I shouldn't assume Jjust offhand and ot side
that among the men you name and the organizations you m,.tho
question of overereaching would be one of real significance, b
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that doesn't exhaust the great power of it, go on in the
world,

Wilkinss No; that's true, It doesn't oy but nevertheless -
Warren: Those are all highly organized, highly responsible
things, ‘
Wilkins: They are, they are, But, and vhat you're saying 1is _
that the Negroes; whether they are highly organf.zed in big groups,
;r whether they are on a local bandwagon peopiLo, tend to over- ‘
reach in trying to ma tch the white over-reach, ol to try to =
warren: Yes, in various ways,

Wilkins: To erect - to prove that I'm more resistant to the .
vhite dpination than -

Warrens Yes, or I can offer more; or get more done by my
methods I'm more = the Black Muslim is the most extreme case,
of course, and the new line of Malcolm X is clearly a firsterate
exampley but we have other Mphs that seem to me to be floatirg
around,

Wilkinss Yes, well, this T think is tre., And I think thet tls
Negro - we have eighteen million people here, You're going to
have all -~ the whole spectrum here,

Warrens It's going to be human,

Wilkins: ‘That's right,

Warrens But this is - this is always a human factor in any gen=
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erel movement - 1t's always a questi-n of who controls whate
ever motive, and overereiching 1s a natural technique, But
how dangerous is this, we all know it?s humen - & 's alvays
bound to happen, Now how dangerous it 1s - how « vhat sympe
tomg are there of 4t's being ouc of control -

Willkdnss Ithink any - I think it's almost self-controlling.

I think any :.rrésponsible leader or sore of movomett; vhich
guiulnely over-reaches 1tnelf to the pou‘;i: that 4t demonstrably
inflists dawmege upon pecple or the caunss, quickly loses its
influence, )iow; the Negro 1s very senaitive; even in splte
of his realization thai he can'g retmt; Just because he meots
wite oritiai.au; because he kicws ~ he's lost that fear, You
can't gay - you can't say "Ve mustn't do thiyu because the vhite
folke won't like is," fligts lost that a long tima‘ago. mt,
ho i8 very quick to sense gum.tno; genuine obsiacle, a genuine
burt to the movement and he won'$ follow a mothod that produced
a geruine mrt. or a lasting hurt,

Varrens You - do X m'xdoraund this to imply that whether it 1s
intelleduttlly graspedy or whether it¥s just nm@ a -~ that a
policy that does mot lead to the possibility of a rapprochmont «
P rooonail.‘.ats.on; is instin.tiyely somevhore along the wey ro-
Jected by ommq; ordinary Negro -~ the Negro of say, you know,
moderate eduation and moderate mtd.ugmo; all that,
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Wilkins; He rejects 1t at the point vhere it becom s obvious
tha% 1t never wiil produce the resul s that he desi ress

Warrens His desiring 1s the reconciled soclety, 1s thut the
idea?

Wilkinss Well, thut's his desire; uniess you -~ whnen you leaw
out the Maleolm X's of ~ourse,

Warrens I - yes; I wovld leeve those - we'll‘ leave that out;; yese
Wilkins: Well you see, the Negro ~ I must draw a line here, Hy
is not going to abandon any such leader Jjust because he has an
unpopular, or an unorthodox aPproach, or an approach that some
white people say is dangerous, you sees He's not going to
abandon on that account, He will abandon it only when it is
demonstrated that such tactics will not get him nearer the goals
Now, he'isn't bothered about whether it's unpopular &t the mmnt;
you see, because 1t may be thai with persistence aml with weaken-
ing resistence over there that 1% will become popular day aftar
tomorrow, or next montl}. ’

Warrent I understand, ye:, yes.

Wilkins: And will achieve what he wants, If it's demonstrated
thet it'Imrts him in such a way that it impairs his progress
forward, so that he wonit get o where he wants to go, then he's
going to ditehithim,

Warrens Fqllow to what ~ is what we get at there,
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WMlkinsy  Yes,

Warren: The follow to shat being, aafy; the reconciled socloty
where -

Wilkins: Yes, what we were talking about in the very beginning.
Tege soclety in which there are no restrictions and barriers on his
movements and achievements as a oltizen, low. he doem 't oxpaot;
mind you, that this « this movement will establish him in the
bosom of vhite peonle; within their love and affection, That

is not his objective, He would be glad to have 1t -« all human
beings want to be regarded with some kind of a degree of affece
tin, They don't want to be wtsido; but that's not his objece
tive, His objective is not to be interfered with and restrice
ted on the baais of zo0lor in the exercise of his ordinary human
ri hts and citigenship rights, low; if in the proszess he zo0llects
affeztion and regard and osboon; well and gooa; but if he does
not, he will await the day when he does, because 1t?s human -

that sooner or later he wl 1ll, in the degree that he warrants i,
he will collect these things,

Warrent Yes, but there is a scclety of mixed ethnic orlgins;
mixed bloods, end its a massive one of close to two hundred
million people, S0 we have to live together = yhe recognizes '
that,

Wilkins: Yes, ohy, yes, We must live together and shat I hav
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sald in any number of my talks is that this so-called rovolution;
and I prefer to call 1% an upheavﬂ; an upaurge; mist be conduce
ted rosolutely and in a determined fashi an; an uncompromising
fashion, but it must e conducted also in a fashion that recoge
nizes that vhoen 1t's all over thut we have got to live here
together in mutual respect, And, if we conduct ourae?.voa;

or they c?ndnct themselves so that we cannot have mutual res ect
hereaftar, then all is lost, We aven't going anyvhere, Ve
aren't going to an fsland in the Garribboan, or back to Africa,
Wo'lye going to live right here; and they aren't going anyvhere,
80 let's not look ab each: other day alter ‘somof'row, or year
alter next, with smoldering hatred in our eyeu, or contempt;

% let's recognize as we do with a good football match - and
1518 far more sorious than a football match, but it's only the
aftermath I'm talking adbout - with that kind of respest ?nd
sportsmanship that rozognlzes we had a contest - you won, or
you losty or I lost some and you won dome, And, we go forward
from heres  But, not that IMdcked you in the teeth and cslled
you a chimpanzee and things that you cen'® forget - that ls,
if you really meant them, not using them as a tactic, or as a
device, ' :
Warren: I'm vatshing that, 1It's starting to wind upe Vell,
this ia the ond of Tape 4 with Ir; Roy Mlkins, I'm going to

be merciful and not bully you any more atout this,

‘ ' Maybe we dan come back agains
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