
Negroes on Tape
WHO SPEAKS FOR THE

NEGRO? by Robert Penn
Warren. Random House,
$5.95.

Perhaps it takes an intel-
lectual with Warren's back-
ground to go a little beyond
the news release-type of
statements the general pub-
lic receives on the current
Negro Revolution. T h i s
book, and his credentials as
a transplanted Southerner,
would lead one to believe
there is a little more digni-
ty and purpose in the civil
rights movement than we

have so far read in news-
papers and magazines.

Warren has proven his
ability at writing novels of
significance dealing with the
South, and many of his bet-
ter poems have been explor-
ations of the South's legacy.
Now he shows he is a bet-
ter - than - average report-
er.

His technique here is to
interview the major an d
lesser Negro leaders with a
tape recorder, and to trans-
cribe the tapes to paper and
let the person interviewed
check the transcript for er-
rors. Any newsman will
tell you that is asking for
trouble, but Warren h a d
one advantage: his ques-
tions were phrased in such
a manner that the person
interviewed would be glad
they were asked. Warren

knew how to draw from
them the basic desires and
the spirit of the revolution.

Each leader gives a
slightly different version of
what the revolution should
accomplish, but they even-
tually home in on one point:
every one of them has a
hope that someday Negroes
will be treated simply as
another person. None of the
leaders seemed particularly
interested in being able to
marry a white woman, or
running for president, or

even taking over the state
government. They want to
be people.

Warren may have been
too conscientious by editing
the interviews too little, but
it is a unique approach to
the situation.

-A. S.

Speaking of Operations

Henry Starr was the last of
the real bad men of the
West, and this is how Wal-
ter Brooks pictures him on
the jacket of HENRY
STARR: LAST OF THE
REAL BAD MEN by Glenn
Shirley. The book is pub-
lished by David McKay.

UNDERSTANDING SUR-
GERY by Dr. Robert E.
Rothenberg. Revised a n d
Enlarged Edition. Trident
Press, $6.95.

Here is the book t h a t
everybody should own. Be-
cause everybody likes to
discuss operations. Prefer-
ably one's own, but lacking
that, somebody else's.

The title is accurate, and
this is the first such book
offered to the general pub-
lic. A doctor friend of this

reviewer says that it covers
the works, from abdomen to
zygoma.

He modifies this a little,
adding that the volume cov-
ers "operations that most
individuals are likely to
know about."

The text is in layman's
terms, and embraces both
techniques and post - opera-
tive procedures.

Not recommended for im-
pressionable children who
have access to kitchen cut-
lery.-M. W.
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